R — e =k B m I m N N ol B B e



I COMING BUOKRS BY FATHER CACELLA

*THE WiNDERs OF FATIAA"
."'ir'i.ifrl fae ki Ul ﬂ.nlrf.l. is Fotima™

[ AialFid 1'||l.l.lrlf-lfﬂr ||H|‘ |Ir|r1|||'|lllI il i lhp dimmilrnde drremis |I||
Fotlrn. Thily work bos beew peedsesd by Siged Biey Deesed] waiel B
caombining e persanod moaiogd P i peeld el dmderien, logeddis
sl s speiimd Ledier . froine e Bishop ol Leidi
Ie s weplend aedih sidhewine  pidticies af Vellgin deveired | es
oy lFn!ilrlll shie Bighop of Lo,
L l'l.l i fwiars Hlﬂ' lﬁ‘l Faavwidy aiidi |'!|l |'|||ir|||I v Al ed @ijal i
ST ;nfnlumh o speeval mpemadiers af the Bandidisn Waiiiie iy
a Fridurte i their fope anal fleioding o b Dimimiiahsio Bleari sl Miins
T Beiter aml porse |'|'|l.|'n||”'| q,urmuf i Winssgo af ot idsds
1 Beuk in ecanomically  priced sl s dielfies
1 T Eraie Fatfin, voor o geadd e 0 amders ol Fspn ™ wei
i LEaT] iul_'l' Father Ceeelli. A miflve df o Bietisiididil HH-H il e ikl el
e Fmasias Hﬁrrrln-lf lie dpwaka wid wwtbes, am dlie maod et ol - Fadimni

* “IUNGLE, CALL™Y
Pulstishes! by Propular Beipiest

A hiwt, dmstlier e ol pitsesl eslid o ] e Call™ di b
e prabelished, The original cliidmns e mme wl td. Tar mpaee
the condimiesd rageests for pubifestion, " luagle I".lfF" (TR T §
aiet i wertal forme e S8 lnddiand®s Bdalbar Faas dlid el ey e
demond, mdping by ihe dhwosumids af regeess Jar dapdes W e
eefelimmied siabiogromy thind canfindes B praie Tu, sl vies Gaing
W meuns a scrifice, “Jopgle Call™ aill be guiblishel appin,

This boak wdll be ihe Nwing [fe of dthe Pades af e Dagdion
Futher Joseph Cocells, who anffersd colle frome his madice Paiopsl
i i alieholbiond revidiedm o) DU wael Ttes beonghin o fvdeid e
Jiel ba pho Peinvitbon Padddune wof e alurk, aliswse daifedesl puniglfos
o dhe Aoz

M aire de read S fengle Call™ Peiee: Five allars,

Exivrptn [rive
OUR LADY OF FATIMA

“I um the Lady of the Hosery"

“Vom mpst recide the Bgsury soeey afgy”

“ipndinie, ey elildren, mu'ﬂr:r' e lanwnry weth devodion, eiery
duy, o obinin peace for e o,

”“;:Fﬂu rarisd i fowger offannd Oher Lamd, Wlio da wlesmily oo s
¥ -

“Mleva muisr amoml Biady ees, soel asle pardop Jur their sina”

i A oshull wske Jur dhe consdtrmbbon of i el te my Dasmoesilude
eart , . "

By e thir Lard mdshes thar the alevation i wy Immwendute Hoer
b wstublishid dn e sorkol” .

“Ser, any child, this Hoari af mine, sgrromded with thorii wih
pliiel ween teangfiv it ot ooreey moniend by aleie Slagrlieny amnd e
aradileidde. Pha vii, ar Bnasd, ify e cwiuele e ol dmiidiaee ioomy
arare Rhil [ pervonrioe b sssled af e foor af denh with the gnices
ugeessitry for aulpatlon, ulf dhmie b, on the et Saturday of Jive
comendRiire nurndis et e fessien oaml eeceive Body Do,
recile tle Rasary, mmd feep me compony furﬂlﬂml admidben iohilo
appalidoting ow the wvsteries o) phe Heswry, wigh the intengion o
making roguradiong”

“If my respuests qen grantod, Busshe will be convertid wnd there
mwill be pewce.”

JUMT "ARH AY — H]."‘T] I "’r—l 'I“ 1 I'l']_;."'l “["I" ‘?‘

i
-

S VTTTIVT id




GUR LADY OF FATIMA

The revelution of hir, Loy af Fatima hove done mich to pn-
frrape Ui Catlalic B audel to [enfred [ anil T {ir [Elminesl

Mather.

The wonderons srelils whicl tank place i Patimi, Torfugal, in
917, hie muedn that ol illuge renmeied difoughout  the
ol und hive done ayich fo reaufien tha feith af many in this

drorhil wf greed, pride, unr love af materiol poier.

Thiowgh e reieatio af hir. Lody o thr Nuery of Farimi,
olie fariw ksl fodr am rr*hl'.rllfm!'l.ll af i Irves, iheer afaily peeibufion af
e By peprecinlly thin Fimily Hosary, arsil wldrroting Fo her Lo
mascrefuie Heurt, i the anhion of ihe jiFw st curimpil and famise,

Cpiel tha pumily befigean i mninnd of the partl

Rav. Fr. JoaErH CACELLA
gy Mrlhany winllarn Conlsr
a1 E. 115%h 5.

Fow Yank, B Y.
Phiane . MO 9.9










ABOUT THE AUTHOR, HEY. JOSEPH CAGELLA

Faler Joaeph Covella, the anthor of (her Lodv af Futdmam, 1w
e mwear #ha muae soefd-foaian willage of Fobine in Pariiegeel i
Jume 21, THEL. Me wns odwcatod ar ohia Seminary of Suplarem i
Lisbon, Martigel, the very some honss of studies in which the Won
dor-Worker, St, Anthany, had beas over Kiv bosks, Ordained in I,
hat s miedo Pastor, shorely afternards, of ihe Parisk aff Visturia,
Fortgd, bt the fillowing yeor swe find S in il aw oxile o
th revelation wf 90, presetiog biv eredensils I:M Frodorica
Cosw, Hiskap of Maneos, Ameson, Hracil,

thiring the Jollewing jive syears, Father Corofla sevvsd gy o
Micstonairy to the tndien teibes in the jungles of the Amiozan, His
health collupsed, the reanli of beri-bori, and on the advios uf hia
phiysiciong, who had proseribed o chungs of elimite, ha sorie o by
with his sisters and brothers whe were domiciled in New Bodiord,
Mussachusette, e was thoght, &1 this time, that e bod liide or mo
chimics of rococoring fils foraier vignr.

Later, in the cowrss of hiv siwr ot the Monastaey of the Alane
rend Friurs at CGoraymoir, Neie Yirk, ke bopan ba foel waqoial da the
resupiprion of peicily duties, ond Father Pond Jumes Froneds, af
trevesnred momory and a geet frived of Facher Cooella, plireed him
ou e focalty of St John's Colloge. Then come o call fram belsvod
Pueieke Currdinal ﬂ'u.@-, Avchibishop of New York, who avuntesd
4 Pastar for the Portuguese poople of the Arelilioesis, Fathor

o Cucelle responded, and, eoming 16 the groat cily, e fennded S5 Adw-
thismr's. Walfore Ceniter, rliich, teduy, 05 wne of the e iwdalely-
kmoun Catholio Centors dn the world,

At Sr Anthiony’s, wnder Father Coeolla's direetivg, works af
eharisy go fimnd in bond wish the gesasition of the devotion to Our
Pady af Fatimn. He is Editor of towo leading {athulic magirzine—
Qur Lady af Fitima Maposine, and S Antheny's Vislior—amnd af the
Purtugness Cotholic Weelly, A Luta, In hix soul frer il spremd n:[
the Message nf Patime, he has publishod over sleven milbion ooy
of ‘the  baokfet, Fatlisn mod e Hosury, asied fs mos preparing -
other bonk ou The Wonders of Foting an well ax an snyplifiod. and
rivisod adition of his ssteliograplee, — entitfod Tungle Call,




|::| | i
1u||| ||| L ‘ ||



£L et REY, JOSEHH CAGELLA

1 [ ! i e
] !

| OUR LADY
| oF FATIMA







OUR LADY OF FATIMA












REV. JOSEPH CACELLA

OUR LADY
OF FATIMA

MNEW YORK
VATICAN CITY RELIGIOUS BOOK CO., INC,
1946



Copyright, 1946 By
Rov. JOSEPH CACHLLA

i

#Mihil obstal:
JOHMN M. A. FEARNS, 8.T.ID.
Clensor Librorum

Tmprimatur:
4 FRANCIS Cardinal SPELLMAN,
Archhishop of New York
Atigust 16, 1946

Imprimatar:
+ MANUEL CARDINAL CEREJEIRA
Patriarch of Lighon (Portugal)
Lisbon, October 17th, 18943

Tmprimatur:
+ JOSE, Bispo de Leiria
Lelrian, May 13th, 1923

Imprimatur:
4 CAN. B. BANFI, V. Q.
Datum Southwarcl die 22a. Mali, 10643

PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA




DEDICATION

OR HIS kindly and fatherly advice and
counsel, which were a source of encourage-
ment and inspiration to me, thus enhancing the
promotion of the cause of Our Blessed Mother
— Our Mother — Our Lady of Falima, and
devotion to her Immaculate Heart, the author
with filial love and gralitude humbly dedicates
this book to that friend, writer, poet, patriot,
soldier, priest, Archbishop, beloved by all,
FRANCIS CARDINAL SPELILMAN.

REv. JosepH CACELLA

August 15, 1946
Feast of the Assumption,







OUR LADY OF FATIMA






PREFACE
Our Lady of the Rosary

This brief account will reveal
to the impartial reader the ap-
paritions of Falima, and one of
the most wonderful miracles
that occurred in the history of
the world and of the Church. It
recalls to mind the most strik-
ing manifestations of divine
power in the Old Testament
namely the thunder and light-
ning on Mount Sinai, the sun
standing still at the command
of Joshua. It is an answer to the demands and
criticisms of the most prejudiced rational-
ism. The miracle of October 13th, 1917, had
been foretold three months beforehand—the
place, the date, the exact hour, everything
was fixed. The largest possible publicity had
been given to it in all the provinces of Portu-
gal. Publicists, journalists, reporters, photo-
sraphers—all hastened to the spot and had
every liberty to watch, to see, and to verify.
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The Blessed Virgin Mary came down to
Fatima, maternal and condescending, in or-
der to enlighten the minds and hearts of all
men. This miracle is, as it were, God’s signa-
ture, the proof of the authenticity of the ap-
paritions, before a Iribunal of 70,000 wit-
nesses come together to verify this sign, the
sign of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady
of the Rosary.

Read it, and you will be astonished that
in our age of electricity, of wireless, of every
possible means of publishing news and in-
formation, humanity, after 29 years, still re-
mains ignm‘ant, for the most part, of this
sign of God which shone forth in the heavens
of Fatima on the 13th of October, 1917.

This striking miracle has a name: THE
MIRACLE OF THE ROSARY. It is in order
to affirm the supreme efficacy of the Rosary
that Mary shook the very powers of the
heavens.

Christian soul, take this Rosary — too
much disdained — with a renewed faith and
love. Sceplic or unbeliever, suspend your
judgment, or rather, think it over in the light
of facts, and pause with respect lo consider
this mystery which you still reject.

Rev, Josepir (CACELLA
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Our Lady Of The Rosary
Of Faitima

Historical Background

To appreciate the history of
the apparitions of Fatima,
and the wonders that follow-
ed, it may be useful to cast a
apid glance over the history
of Portugal. It will become
apparent, we believe, thal the
destinies of this nation are
linked indissolubly with de-
volion to the greal Mother of
God, the Mother of Nations. The historical
significance of the apparitions al Fatima will
become clearer when viewed in connection
with the vicissitudes of the Catholic Faith in
the Land of Holy Mary. We shall treat brief-
ly, therefore, of the ancient and modern his--
tory of Portugal, noting the irreligious role
of the Liberals and anti-clericals immediate-
ly after the turn of the present century.
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The Revolution and Chaos

Following the revolulion of 1910, Portu-
gal was at the mercy of unscrupulous radic-
als whose main objective was to divest the
nation of its allegiance to God and His
Church. Naturally, it would be a profitable
matter to rob the Church of its many valu-
able real and personal properties (and the
Church in Portugal was rich al this particular
time). Fiercer and more diabolical in its plans
and schemes than that of the French revolu-
tion, the new atheistic government, consist-
ing of radical Freemasons and Socialists,
stopped at nothing to gain their objective of
rooting out the faith from the Poruguese.
Their diabolical hatred had no bounds. Sa-
cred images were tied to horse-carts and
shamefully dragged lhrough the streels of
Lisbon before the assembled rabble. Semin-
aries and convents ol religious orders were
closed and confiscated. These agents of the
devil extended their operations lo the various
far-away colonies, closing mission houses
and resettling them with Protestanis. Alas,
the people in the cities were weak and were
easy viclims of these adventurers. They turn-
ed their back on God and hence, to put il
mildly, there was a national apostasy in Por-
tugal. But, thank God, the people who were
located in the counlry and on the mouniain
sides far away from the hig cities were made
of sterner material and the oceasion for apos-
tasy was less prevalent in these outlying
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districts. The author of this book was in the
first year of his holy priesthood and he too
was spied upon, perseculed and urged lo lean
loward the new form of government and ils
tenets. Suffice it to say that shortly after-
wards he was in exile—in the jungles of the
Amazon, bringing Christ Crucified lo the ab-
origines of Brazil.

The Name Of Fatima

The name of Fatima is of Arabic origin,
usually spelled Fathema, or Fatima. Its orig-
in and application lo a place situaled between
Ourem and Leiria is historical and very in-
leresting reading. Frei Bernardo de Brito, a
Cistercian of Alcobaca Monastery, one of our
great historians, tells the beautiful story that
goes back to the foundation of the Portuguese
nation. Dom Affonso Henriques was re-
warded by the King of Spain for his gallan-
lry and service lo Spain by being given the
County of Portugal —an immense territory,
and this was Lthe founding of the Nation. Dom
Affonso Henriques, founder of the Portu-
aguese nation, who was anxious to enlarge
his territories, decided to ousl from the shores
of Portugal the Moors who had invaded and
settled there for over a century. He selected
D. Gonecalo Henriques whose military genins
was nol equalled and whose sincerity and
character were above reproach. He was the
son of an old soldier who had given his life
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for his country at the battle of Ourique in
1139 but not before he had been responsible
for the destruction of hundreds of Moors.
Valiant and courageous, he was known as
"0 Lulador” — (The Fighler). His son pos-
sessed the same courageous and valiant qual-
ities as his father. With the approval of D,
Affonso Henriques, and assisted by a com-
pelent staff, he planned his campaign well
and slrategically. It was decided to lake a key
posiltion, the Castle of Alcacer do Sol, in the
Alemtejo district, which was strongly forti-
fied and occupied by Moors.

The festival of St. John's Night of 1158
was the occasion used for the surprise atlack.
On this festival, the peasants usually cele-
brated with songs, dances, sports and other
entertainments. The Moors, especially the
vounger set, boys and girls, became interested
in these spectacular sights and ventured forth
unarmed and unprepared, to get a better
view, and mingled with the erowd, little sus-
pecting that D. Gonealo Henrigues had ex-
pected that such would happen. Before the
Moors knew what really happened, the attack
took place and the majority of the Moorish
boys and girls were captured and made pris-
oners. Amongst them was the daughter of the
Vali of Aleacer, the Governor of the Region,
and her name was Fatima. A few Moors, who
had been fortunate enough to flee back to
the Castle, brought the news to the governor.
Enraged, he organized a squadron of picked
troops and after a furious and bloody battle
recaptured Fatima, the princess, daughter of
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the Vali of Alcacer. Dom Goncalo Henriques
was not to be ouldone, and he again, with
renewed vigor, recaptured Fatima, and fled
with her to Sanlarém, which was then a very
important key city located near the Roman
Road.

Having brought the Moorish campaign
lo a successful issue, the King of Portugal
amply rewarded D. Goncalo Henriques by
giving him the “Condado of Leiria”, a vast
area. For this brilliant and courageous hand-
ling of such a military operalion he was
knmown as “0 Traga Moros” (Moor-Eater).
He was a handsome young man with all the
traits of a gentleman. Quite naturally, Fatima
fell in love with him. She abjured the Mos-
lem tenets and embraced Christianity, be-
coming a fervent and exemplary Catholic.
She received the name of Ouriana Fatima, or
Ourana Fatima, in baptism, and hence sprang
the name of the village of Ourem, now a
prosperous city. For many years they lived
a happy Christian life until death struck its
cruel blow. Fatima died at an early age. The
shock caused much sorrow and tribulation to
D). Gonealo Henrigues. Not long afterwards
he decided to dedicate his life to the service
of God in the monastery as a priest. He en-
tered the Cistercian Order at Alcobaca, a mon-
asterv which has been in existence since
the foundation of the nation, and donated
his Condado and great wealth, properties and
goods to the Order.

Years later, the Abhot of Alcobaca built
a monastery at Fatima, three miles from
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Ourém, and its first Abbot was D). Goncalo
Henriques, who was accompanied by five
other friars. The monastery was named San-
ta de Tamara and was compleled on July 23,
1171. D. Goncalo Henriques had the hucﬂ; of
Fatima exhumed and re-interred in the Mon-
aslery, where he loo was laid to rest along-
side his wife, when his stewardship in this
life had been accomplished. Hence the name
of the small town of Fatima.

Every Church Speaks of the
Blessed Mother in that Region

It is worthy of nole that nearly all the
churches, convents and religious institutions
were dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. In the
district where this writer was born and rear-
ed there are some hundred churches, all of
which, except ten, are dedicaled to Our Bless-
ed Molher under one litle or another. The
other len are dedicated to St Joseph, St John
and Sl. Sebastian. In this area, comprising
Porto de Moz, Batalha, Leiria and Ourém,
[iftv-nine convents were placed under Lhe
protection of the Blessed Mother. Today
there remain but the ruins of these hallowed
institutions. Further, il is to be noted thal
the majority of women receive the name of
Mary in baptism. In the writer's family two
sisters were called Maria. Such was and is the
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devotion of Portugal te Our Blessed Mother.
Portugal was dedicated to and placed under
the protection of Qur Blessed Mother, by D.
Affonso Henriques, founder of the Nation.

The Family Rosary

The Family Rosary, an old Portuguese
tradition, was recited daily in every house-
hold in our day. In the writer’s home the elev-
en members of the family, together with four
servanls, all knelt at night to recite at the
lireplace, right after supper, the family ro-
sary, no matter how tired or wearied they
were, or what chores were to be done. Family
visitors were included whether they liked it
or not. There was no alternative.

It was very edifying also to hear the
Angelus recited in public. As soon as the An-
gclus bell sounded everyone stopped in the
streets, men removed their hats, and those
inside came onto the porches, and there some-
one already appointed said the pravers,
while the responses were reciled by those as-
secmbled. Such fervor and devotion could nof
he ignored by Our Blessed Mother. In some
quarters, immediately after the Angelus had
been said, an appointed person (usually a
mother, who took weekly turns) would recite
the rosary, while those present in the sireet
and on the porches gave the responses. What
a beautiful custom! Surely Our Blessed Moth-
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er had a tender spol in her Heart for this par-
licular locality which she alterwards chose
to be the scene of her apparitions to the three
little shepherds.

Social and Politieal Downfall

The monarchy had been superseded by
a republican government. Corruption was
rife among politicians and occasionally a-
mong some of the clergy. Of course there
were many honorable exceplions; bul too few
to stem the tide that was leading the nation
to ruin and chaos. Revolution after revolu-
tion made Portugal the tinder-box of Europe
from 1910 to 1930. Corrupt politicians and 2
wordly-minded clergy brought about a stale
of decay. At that time the Church had a con-
cordat with the State; that is lo say, Church
and Stale worked hand in hand. Hence the
impotence of the clergy. The press playved
a great part in contaminating the cily folk,
but the peasantry, who were far removed
from politics, remained steadfast in the faith
of their fathers. Noteworthy during these
hectic limes is the fact thal the majorily of
the Portuguese women remained faithful
and we may thank the Family Rosary. This
was of paramount importance later in sav-
ing the nation. The dioceses of Leiria and Lis-
bon especially kept the faith. They had in
them the rooted teachings of the Cistercians
and Dominicans and were especially faithful



to the daily rosary. Even the young were
taught to say the beads alt an early age.

The turning from God, and the partici-
pation of some of the clergy in corrupt pol-
itics, plunged Portugal into malerialism.
GGod was forgolten and apostasy was almoslt
complete. The people followed the leaders
and the great revolution of 1910 broke out.

The Revolution Was a Blessing
In Disguise

Yet the revolution was a blessing in dis-
guise. Thus was hastened the day of the ap-
paritions of Our Blessed Mother to the three
little shepherds of Fatima—the apparitions
o the people of Portugal, who loved Mary
and had adhered to the teachings and love of
her Divine Son. Here she was to manifest her
love for the land which bears the name of
Fatima. Six times did Our Blessed Mother ap-
pear to the little shepherds herding their
sheep at Aljustrel near Falima. Since then, a
new generation of clergy and political leaders
has brought Portugal out of ils chaotic stale
and again the principles of Christianity
rule the nalion.
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The Expulsion Of The Moors

The hislory of Portugal as an
independent kingdom does not
go back farther than the be-
ginning of the twelfth century.
Previous to thal, the territory
now belonging lo it shared the
common forlunes of the Ibe-

; rian Peninsula, being domin-
aled successively by the Iberian Celts and the
Graeco-Phoenicians in almost pre-historic
times, the Carthaginians and Romans, rough-
ly, in 300 and 200 B. C. The Roman culture
was influenced by the Goths in the fifth cen-
lury and by the Moors from the eighth cen-
tury onwards.

By the close of the eleventh century
Moorish control had become weak, and Al-
phonsus VI, King of Castile, who had as-
sumed the title of Emperor of Spain, con-
ceived the idea of a reconguest which would
free the Peninsula from it altogether. It was
an enterprise, however, which he could not
carry through unaided — one indeed whose
magnitude was to necessitale centuries of ef-
fort. He invited his kinsmen, Count Ray-
mond of Toulouse and Count Henry of Bur-
gundy, to help. Many reasons, doubtless, led
them to respond willingly: the claim ol kin,
the spirit of adventure, and, perhaps as much
or more, a realization that the project was a
Crusade of Christian against infidel. There
were political considerations and complica-
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tions also, but record of these plans has no
place here. Suffice il lo say that to Henry
of Burgundy was assigned that part of the
Peninsula lying, roughly speaking, between
the Minho and the Tagus bounded on the east
by what is now the Porluguese frontier. He
was gven the title, Count of Portugal (The
Portus Cale of the ancients), and occupied
the fortress of Leiria as the centre of his op-
erations. He died in the year 1112, afler
filteen chequered years of sporadic fighling
against the Moors.

His son, Affonso Henriques (Alphonsus,
son of Henry), a young man of eighteen, suc-
ceeded to the Countship. The name Affonso
is great in Portuguese history; for, although
historians propose conflicting accounts of his
earlier career, he is recognized as the first
founder of Portuguese independence and as
having at least some of the characterislics of
a saint. With the restlessness and ambilion
of youth, he does not seem, during his first
years of authority, to have devoled himsell
exclusively to the expulsion of the Moors.
But in 1139 he did go southward across the
Tagus and on the Plain of Ourique defeated
them in open baltle.

Modern historians are inclined to make
little of this event, though popular tradition
invests it wilh all the importance of a critical
struggle. This tradition would have it thal.
faced with overwhelming odds, Affonso had
recourse to prayer and was comforted by a
vision similar to that vouchsafed to Constan-
tine. A great triumph resulted. The Moors
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were routed, and, in the manner of the limes,
Affonso’s soldiers, in their enthusiasm, ac-
claimed him King. But, as has been said, ra-
lionalistic history derides all Lhis, and parti-
cularly the idea that the supernalural could
have Eart in such thoroughly human affairs.
Whether this assumption of kingship took
place at Ourique in the dramatic way describ-
ed, or later, his position would seem to have
been recognized both by the King of Spain
and by the Pope before the end of 1143.

St. Bernard
And King Affonso Henriques

Within the confines of the
Burgundy of those days was
the famous monastery of
Clairvaux, ruled over by Saint
Bernard, that extraordinary
. man who for thirty vears was
universal arbiter of the social
and political affairs of Eu-
rope. His preeminent claim to
honour by the Church, how-
ever, is thal he was a saint, and
every Catholic knows of Saint Bernard's de-
votion to Our Blessed Lady, Virgin Mother of
God. It is his authorily that Pope Pius XI
especially adduces in confirmation of the
doctrine that God has willed every blessing




lo come through Her, a confidence voiced
by myriad lips that say the Memorare.

It is impossible that Count Henry of Bur-
gundy and his young son should have been
outside the pale of Saint Bernard’s influence,
and two important facts in Affonso Henri-
ques’ history give body to the supposition
that over him, at any rate, the religious ascen-
dancy of the Saint was real. In 1147 he made
over his Kingdom of Portugal as fief to Our
Ladv of Clairvaux, and that same vear he
began the building of the greal Church and
Monastery of Our Lady at Alcobaca, fifteen
miles or so from Leiria. In 1153 he gave the
monastery to the monks of Saint Bernard,
with lands sufficient lo support a community
of nine hundred, so that the praise of God
and of His holy Mother might resound there
perpetually, by day and by night, and a bles-
sing be assured to the King and his people.
Thus, in a manner unparalleled in the his-
tory of nations, did Portugal take Our Lady
a5 its Queen in the very moment of its nation-
al birth. In recognition of this, it is said,
the Kings of Portugal never ware the crown.
It was Our Lady's, not theirs, to wear.

The tradition of all this finds record and
new expression in the celebrated Decree
published by King Joao IV of Portugal on
the 25th of March, 1646. The exordium pro-
claims his confidenee in the Immaculate Vir-
ain, and recalling the act of Affonso Henri-
ques, King Joao declares his intention of im-
itating it by a new and formal recognition of
Our Lady Immaculate as Patroness and De-
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fender of the realm. He proposed to the as-
sembled Cortes the renewal of their vassal-
age to Our Lady, as well as a more particular
and solemn celebration of the feast of Her
Conception. He undertook to oblain from
Pope Urban VIII' confirmalion of Her Pa-
lronage, and, in token of it, bound himself
and his successors to send fifty gold crowns
annually to the Sanfa Casa de Conceicao at
Villa Vicosa (the first sancluary in the Penin-
sula dedicated to Our Lady under this title).
Finally, he took an oath lo confess and lo
defend, to the death if need be, that the Vir-
gin Mother of God was conceived without
slain of original sin, and ordained that mem-
hers of the Universily of Coimbra should
take a similar oath.

Little wonder, then, that Pope Benedict
XV replying, in 1918, to an address from the
Portuguese Hierarchy, should have wrillen
(the happenings at Fatima, a few months
previously, being, doubtless, present to his
mind) that he could not believe that the de-
pressed state of the Church in Portugal would
continue, bul thal, on the contrary, he was
full of hope for its future. “This hope,” he
added, “is confirmed especially by Our
knowledge of the burning love for the Im-
maculate Virgin for which this portion of the
Lord’s flock is so greatly renowned. Such
piely, indeed, deserved some outstanding
help from the Mother of God.”
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Portugal Remained Faithful

The Kingdom of Portugal, so
auspiciously founded by Af-
fonso Henriques, did not im-
medialely reach the full status
ol independence. Indeed, for
Iwo and a half centuries the
nalion’s growing pains were
many.

Al the slart, ils separalion
from Spain was quite artific-
ial: there was no diversily of blood, no nalur-
al, geographical frontier, no conflict of aims.
But while, perhaps, during the first hundred
years of its autonomy, a reunion might have
taken place, as time passed the consciousness
of its national identity was becoming more
and more clear. After two centuries that con-
sciousness was definite.

Then came the great Schism of the Wesl.
Spain espoused the cause of the anti-Pope.
Portugal remained with Urban. Religious ani-
mosities were thus fomented at a lime when
popular feeling was already inflamed. A
crisis was inevitable. Il was precipitated by
Leonor Telles, Spanish Regent of the King-
dom after the death of her husband King Fer-
nando. She was a clever and ambitious wo-
man., Her religious sympathies were Clemen-
tine. When it became known that she had
plans for the fusion of Spanish and Portu-
guese interests under a Spanish King, the
storm of battle broke. It hrought to the
throne in 1385, the second founder of Portu-
gal, Joao I.
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Blessed Dom Nuno Alvares Pereira

On the 24th of June, 1360, the
feast of Saint John the Baptist,
was born in the castle of Bon-
jardim, a remarkable man,
Nuno Alvares Pereira. A-
round Nuno's cradle was re-
peated the question which was
asked concerning the great
Precursor of Our Lord: “Whal, think ye,
shall this child be?” Considering his ances-
try, it was nol difficult to foresee thal he
would be a warrior and, with a little imagin-
ation, to add that he would wield an invin-
cible sword. Had it been said that he would
be a sainl, the guess would have been pro-
phetic.

The Pereira family was intimalely con-
nected with the Knights Hospitalers, then an
intensely national organization, and it was in
an almosphere of chivalry, consequently,
thal Nuno grew up. A sturdy boy, though
lightly-built, with a mind delicately poised
and pure, on the one hand he cherished
knightly ideals, and on the other, was shock-
ed by the loose morals of the age. It is related
that his Tavorite study was history, and that
he was entranced with the legends of King
Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table.
He fancied himsellf a Galahad. He dreamed
of one day being a leader with a sword of
light for his country and people. His mind
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was filled with such thoughts when in 1373
his father introduced him at Court.

He drew upon himself the altention of
the Queen, who chose him for her squire and
herself invested him with knightly armour.
A thrilling start, it seemed to him, to his great
career. For three or four vears he remained
at Court, and there his eyes were opened to
the general corruption and decadence of so-
cial and national life. Then, to please his
Father, he married, retired to the country and
left behind him forever, as he thought, his
vouthful aspirations. From him descended
a great posterity which included the Emperor
Charles V, and Manoel, last King of Portugal.

On the death of King Fernando, Nuno
came to Lisbon for the obsequies. He was
well aware that a national crisis was at hand,
and vaguely wondered whether he would be
involved. Events moved much more quickly
than anybody could have foreseen. Hevolu-
tion and war were in the air. Joao, the late
King's half-brother, was, chiefly through Nu-
no's suggestion, named Protector of the
Realm. Hasly resistance was organized a-
gainst the Spanish forces closing in on Portu-
gal. The great struggle had begun.
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Dynasty of Aviz

But at first, Jaoa was
somewhat undecided, and
Nuno retired to Sanlarém
to  awail his decision.
Walking by the river bank
one evening he passed l.'n.r
chance an  armourer’s
shop, and noticed a pecu-
liarly splendid sword exposed for sale. The
sight awakened the Galahad in him once
maore,

“Armourer,” said he, entering the shop,
“that is a beautiful sword. Could you make
mine like it?”

“] can make it much better. Send for it
in the morning.”

When Nuno returned the following day.
he scarcely recognized his sword: il seemed
indeed a blade of fire! Looking more closely
he saw on one side the motto:

Excelsus super omnes gentes Dominus;
(The Lord is high above all nations. Ps.cxil.)

and on the other his own name and coal of
arms and, above, the name:

MARIA.

“How much do I owe you, armourer?”

“Nothing just now, Sir. Later, when you
return as Count of (}urem yOu can pay me.
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Devoted as he had been to Our Blessed
Lady, he felt in some sort that his service to
an earthly sovereign was over: henceforth
he was Her Knight, and that not only was the
impending war for the integrity of the Terra
de Sanfa Maria a sacred enlerprise, but that
his first duty to his Queen was to urge it on.
(UUpon this episode is founded the well-
known drama of the Portuguese poet, Almei-
da Garrel, O Alfageme de Santarém, “The
Armourer of Santarem™). With that he hast-
ened back to Lishon, reanimating the courage
of Joao, and together with him devised meas-
ures which resulted in the temporary check
of the Spaniards and the acclaim of Joao as
King, the first of the dynasty of Aviz. Nuno
was named Constable of the Kingdom. He
was nol yet twenty-five years old.

The Knights Hospitalers

It was clear that a decisive
batlle must be fought, and
when news came that the
Spanish King was coming
soulh and was actually at Co-
imbra, the King and Nuno
went up to meet him. They
halted at Ourém. This was a
counlry quile Tamiliar to Nu-
no, for the Knights Hospital-
ers had their chief establishmenlts in this cen-
tral region of Portugal and his actual birth-
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place was nol many miles west of what was
lo be the most historic parcel of land in the
realm. The soldier and stralegist in him re-
Joiced al the chance given him to choose the
battlefield.

Ourém is on the hilly road thal comes
from Lisbon through Sanfarém and Thomar
lo Leiria; but nearer the coast is another, in
flatter country lying beneath the Serra d’Aire.
Nuno rode out lo view the posilion and de-
cided that the plain, backed by the hills,
would give him greal advanlage, especially
as his forces were less numerous than those
of Spain, He led down his troops during
the night. The Spaniards advanced also, and
on the 14th of August. 1385, the armies mel.

In the Decree of Nuno's bealiTicalion one’
of his sayings is quoled thus: “Whoever
wishes to see me defeated in battle let him
take from me the sacred banquet where God,
the food of the strong, refreshes men.
Strengthened by this food, I put on courage,
fortitude, and strength to pul down my ene-
mies.” Inspired by this faith he had Masses
celebrated for the soldiers and encourged
them to receive Communion.

He himself, having disposed his forces,
knelt down by his standard to pray for vic-
tory. This was a holy war, he felt, and he
appealed to Our Lady and Saint George, a-
dopled as patron of his army, to help. The
King had vowed to build a greal memorial
church in thanksgiving, and he also promised
one to OQur Lady and one to Saint George.

The decisive battle was definitely to be

a4



fought under the patronage of Mary! The
Archbisho imate_of Braga was hy “the
Ring’s side, his casque surmounted by-an
image of Our Lady, and the standard of Nuno
itself fluttering in the breeze kept her mystic-
ally before the eyes of all. Its white ground
was divided into four fields by a red cross—
the Cross of Christ, ever a Porluguese SVIm-
bol; in each corner the foliated cross of Nu-
no’s family; in the upper left hand quarter,
next to the staff, an image of the Crucifix
with Our Lady and Saint John; in the upper
right, of the Virgin Mother with Child: below
to the left, Saint James; to the right, Saint
George.

All day long the Spaniards manoeuvered
to improve their position. They saw the im-
possibility of successful altack on the sile
selected g}* Nuno. One hour before sunset
the battle began. It seemed for a few minutes
that the Portuguese were yielding; but rallied
by Nuno and the King, they held ground.
The tide of battle turned. The Spaniards fled
in dismay. Within an hour, the Portuguese
viclory was complete. Aljubarrota had its
place amongst the decisive batlles of the
world.

The following day Nuno returned to Ou-
rém to give thanks to Our Lady. The King
went barefoot to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guimaraes and decreed the building of the
church and munnﬂturﬁnnf' ]l'.'l"mt* [.ﬂ.dl]'f of ‘v"li('.u
tories, Battle Abbey (Batalhal, a few miles
from the field of Aljubarrola.
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This great monument is one of the most
splendid specimens of Gothie archilecture in
the world, and has ever been regarded as the
shrine of Porluguese nationalism,

The Dominicans

~ Readers of this book will have been ask-
ing what all this has lo do with Fatima. Their
palience is now to be rewarded,

Affonso Henriques, il will be remember-
ed, peopled his monaslery of Alcobaca with
Qlil%m;_‘ King Joao entrustéed Bafalha to
the Order of the I'riars Preachers, (Tie “Friars
- of Mary”, or “Fathers of the Rosary,” as they

were popularly called in the beginning. Who
better could be given the task, he asked him-

self, of making Batalha a living praise of
thanksgiving to Our Lady of Victory?

As everybody knows, the Friars Preach-
ers are hereditary trustees of one particular
form of devolion to Our Lady, the most holy
Rosary. The tradition that assigns Lhis hon-
our to them has had the uninlerrupled sup-
port of the Popes, and latesl of all, of Pope
Pius XI. “Amongst the weapons used Ty St
Dominic “to convert heretics,” he writes,
“one of the strongest was the Rosary of Mary,
the rite of which was made known by the
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Blessed Virgin Herself . . . It may justly be
said that the Rosary of Mary is the very prin-
c.l]::l:“ml which the Order of Saint Dominic
rests.

_ Long established in Portugal and worth-
ily associated with its religious hislory, it was
with joy that they accepled the roval com-
mission to take charge of this noble gift to
God and to the Mother of God-Incarnate.

Little effort of the imagination is needed
lo see the white-robed sons of Saint Dominic
moving amongst their people, preaching the
gospel truths afler the traditional manner of
Lthe Father, inculcating the use of thal devo-
lion which Our Lady had assured him would
prove so powerful a weapon against evil. In
Fact, the Rosary became lhe popular praver
in all the country round, both as a family
and personal exercise of piety: so that if Por- ,
tugal as a whole might vaunt its claim to be \
the Terra de Santa Maria this district might
well be called Terra do Sanlissimo Rosario.
Our Lady’s choice of it as the scene of Her
appearance as Queen of the Most Holy Ros-
ary would seem to justify the propriety of
such a title of honour.

Conversely, then, may we nol see in Lhe
course of evenls which led up to the Domin-
ican foundation at Batalha part of the long
preparation of Providence, which, in 1917,
was to culminate at Fatima?
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Baialha and Qurem

The south easterly road
from Batalha lowards Ou-
i rém leads by a gradual as-
i cent to the top of a low lldgc
“a. of hills named Serra d’Aire.
Looking back one can see
where Leiria, Aljubarrota
and Batalha lie. One is view-
ing the very scene that Nuno
saw as he reconnoitered on
the eve of the greal batlle. This is historic
/ground; and a glance al the map of Portugal
will show that it is approximately the geo-
graphical centre of the country.

About eight miles from Batalha the Cova
da érla, nea]r Fatima, lies to the left of 1|'Iﬁ
roa 1e apparitions look place, thoug
the nagﬁ'é%[ Fatima has been formally asso-
ciated with them, since it is the nearest to the
village and parish.

Fatima is a mile and a quarter or so
southwards on the Ourém road, and has not
more than a few hundred inhabitants. The
mode of living there is primitive; but,

“Let not ambition mock their useful toil,
Their homely joys and destiny obscure;
Nor grandeur hear with a disdainful smile
The short and simple annals of the poor.”

In such a place the richesl gems have in-
deed been found,

The glories of the region may well en-




noble it in Portuguese history, but long after
Aljubarrota has been forgotien the hame of
Fatima will live Tn The graleTul fiemory of

he world.”

The Countship of Ourem

e ow o After the victory of Aljubarro-
k '?h!_m la King Joao conferred the
ﬂ- *5  Counlship of Qurém on Nupp
s¥ 4 (the ar er_of S:
" bt had been a prophet!) and g:
1ad been a prophet!) and gave
sl him other ample revenues as
o8 well. Wealth he looked upon
Hoal kel s a loan from God, and no-
4 1=4 " thing gave him greater joy
M & - than lo use it for God’s glory,
A & especially by honouring Mary,
- *  the Mother of God. To Her he
was wholeheartedly devolted, fasting every
Saturday in Her honour, striving to repro-
duce Her virtues, inculcaling Her honor upon
his soldiers as their best defense. He built
and endowed six churches in Her name, the
lastand most splendid being that of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel (the Carmo) at Lishon. This
was a thank-offering for a second victory
vouchsafed his arms at Valverde, two months
after that of Aljubarrota.
For nearly forty vears he conlinued, in
collaboration with the King, the work of con-
solidating the independence of his country.
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But when he was growing old, and filled with
thoughts of elernity, he saw more and more
clearly the futility of worldly ambitions and
achievements. His youthful dreams of living
for God alone recaptured his soul.

In_1422 he knocked al the gales of the
Carmo and asked to be admitted as a brother.
His sword, Maria, he deposited at the feet of
his Ladyv. Hn donned the Carmelite habil, tak-
ing as his religious name Nuno de Sania
Maria, On the 15th of August, the following
yvear, anniversary of his first great military
Iriumph, he made his religious profession, a-
chieving thus the nobler triumph of the Cross.
“The Conslable of Portugal is dead; the Count
of OQurém is dead,” he said to the King, who
was scarcely able to believe the news of whal
his friend had done.

Nuno of Holy Mary lived, however, in
increasing holiness for eight vears more.
Then realizing that the end was near, he said:
“Bring me my Lord thal I may dw in Him
as I have lived.” Having been comforted with
the Sacraments he asked that the hislory of
Our Lord’s Passion be read for him. Al the
words, “Behold thy Mother,” he died. It was
the feast of All Saints, whose glorious com-
pany he joined.

“With zeal have I been zealous for the
Lord God of Hosts” (3 Kings XIX. 10). These
words of Elias are the motto of the Carmel-
ite Order, who look to the Prophet of Carmel
as their Father. The Order’s cresl is a man’s
right hand grasping a sword of light,
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Motto and crest suited Nuno of Holy
Mary perfectly. So, after his death, the Friars
al the Carmo took his sword and put it in
the hand of a statue of Elias: a symbol of
the perfect warrior of God.

Nuno was bealilied by Benedicl XV, on

January 23rd; 19187 The Decree was pre-
faced i]}; the words: “It was evidently the

providenl and wise counsel ol God to reserve
Lthis most noble cause for this time of war and
slress in Europe, thalt a perfect example of
Christian patriolism might shine in the dark-
ness of selfish hate.™

Thus did the complications of men and
affars set the stage for the drama of Falima.
This done, they fade to unimportance. The
Queen of heaven and earth appears, the cy-
nosure not of Porluguese eyes only, but of
the world’s.
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The Queen of Peace

When May, the month of
Mary, came around, in 1917,
the Greal European War was
nearing the end of ils third
vear. Gloom and desolation
had seltled down upon the
peoples, bul none felt the
weight of anguish more than
the Holy Father, Pope Benedicl
XV, whose gloridtis reign hac
Peen so tragically shadowed
g by the conflict.
In a Letter addressed to His Eminence
Peter Cardinal .\[‘;:1:-1]3.111"1"i_= his Secretary of
/Slulﬁ, he recounts his efforls to bring aboul
peace, and sorrowfully complains that his
appeals to the belligerent nations and their
heads have heen unavailing. Nevertheless he
has not lost confidence. Something tells him
that the auspicious day is not far off when
all men, children of the same Father in heav-
en, will greet one another as brothers. He
prays the Divine Redeemer, in the goodness
of His Heart, to turn the heads of Govern-
ments toward peace, and urges all, especially
when they have purified themselves from
sin by sacramental confession and, in Holy
Communion, are heart to heart with Qur
Lord, to join, with loving insislence, in this
petition.
,,]/ After this introduction the Letter con-

tinues: “Because all graces which the Author
of every good deigns to distribute lo the poor
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descendants of Adam, are, by the loving
counsel of His Divine Providence, dispensed
by the hands of Lthe most Holy Virgin, we
wish the petitions of Her most afflicted child-
ren lo be directed with lively confidence,
more than ever in this awlul hour, lo the
great Mother of God.

“We charge vou, then, Lord Cardinal,
lo communicate to all the Bishops ol the
world Our ardent desire lhat recourse be
made to the Hearl of Jesus, Throne of Grace,
and that to this Throne recourse be made
Lthrough Mary.

“T'o this end We ordain that . . . the in-
vocation Queen of Peace, pray for us, be per-
manently added to the Litany of Loretto . ..

“To Mary, then, who is the Mother of
Mercy and omnipotenl by grace, let loving
and devout appeal go up from every corner
of the earth; from noble lemples and tiniest
chapels, from royal palaces and mansions
of the rich as from the poorest hut—Irom
every place wherein a faithful soul finds
shelter — from blood-drenched plains uml_
seas. Lel it bear to Her the anguished ery ol
mothers and wives, the wailing of innoceni
little ones, the sighs of every generous hearl:
that Her most tender and benign ﬁnhq:lur’m
may be moved and the peace we ask for be
obtained for our agitated world.”

This Letter was issued on the 5th of May,
1917. Ouf Lady of Falima appeared at Fa-
Tifia on the eighth day following, the 13th.

A mere coincidence? He who hears the
slory now to be told will hardly think so.
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The Secrets of God’s Providence

While we may not presume lo
penetrate the secrels of God's
Providence, reasons may be ad-
vanced which may  explain,
perhaps, why Our Lady bestow-
ed so singular an honor upon
Porlugal.

(A) The Patroness of Portu-
gal is Our Lady of the Immacu-
late Conceplion, From the ear-
liest davs, the kings and lords of Porlugal
chose Mary as their Patroness. In 1634, the
king summoned his Cortes and consecrated
the kingdom to Our Lady Immaculale, con-
juring his successors most solemnly never lo
abjure or forget their Sovereign Lady and
Patroness. In order that this consecration
should be more binding, he sent ambassadors
to Rome to have this solemn pledge ratified
by the Vicar of Christ. Later, the kings of-
fered their royal diadem in homage to Mary,
\nnd never after placed il on their own heads.

(B) All the great Cathedrals of Portugal
are dedicated to Our Lady's Assumplion,
their lowers pointing to her heavenly throne,
their sonorous bells proclaiming: “There is
our (Queen.”

() All the great monuments of the
country were buill in honor of the Blessed
Mother—for instance Santa Maria de Mafra.
Coimbra, the National Universily, represenl-
ing the intellectuals of Portugal, pledged il-
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self, under oath, to defend the doctrine of
the Immaculate Conception centuries before
the Church declared it a dogma.

(D) The Army, from Lhe earliest times,
used as its battle cry: “Holy Mary and Saint
James for Porlugall” The soldiers were
obliged to have their Beads, and the English
officers in command of Portuguese detach-
ments in the Peninsular war were not a little
surprised to see the SOLDIERS PRODUCE
THEIR ROSARIES AT THE MORNING
DRILLS AND INSPECTIONS.

(E} In the counlry parls, when one ask-
ed how far it was to a certain town or village,
it was customary to say, “"T'wo Rosaries, three
Rosaries, five Rosaries™, thal is to say, it will
take you as long to gel Lhere as it will take to
say two, three or five Rosaries,

(') In the cilies, it was usual at five or
six o’clock in the evening for a lady to open
her window and clap her hands. This was
a signal for all the windows on both sides of
the street lo be opened, after which the Ro-
sary was recited chorally; the ladies on one
side saying the opening verse ol lhe “Hail
Mary” as announced by the Angel Gabriel,
those on the opposite side giving the response,

(G) Partuguese families have the beau-.
tiful custom of giving Our Blessed Lady’s
name to four, six and even ecight of their
daughters: Maria do Rosario, Maria do Car-
mo, Maria das Dores, etc., that is, Mary of the
Rosary, Mary of Carmel, Mary of the Dolors.
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Why Did Our Lady Appear As
“Queen of the Rosary” in October
And Not at an Earlier Time?

Again, while nol presum-
ing Lo search the ways of
God's wisdom (Rom. [,
33), we may admire here
what, even by human
standards is a marvel of
providential fitness. Il was
in_October, 1917, thal the

world knows, this was no local political rev-
plution, but the beginning of the most de-
termined revolt against God ever organized
by the satanic enemy of mankind., “This_
‘modern revolution,” writes Pius X1, “has ac-
tually broken oul or Threatens, evervwhere.
and it excels in amplitude and violence any-
thing vet experienced in preceding persecu-
tions directed against the Church. Entire
peoples find themselves in danger of falling
back inlo barbarism worse than thalt which
oppressed the grealer part of the world at
the coming of the Redeemer. This all oo
imminent danger in socialistic atheism aims
at upsetting the social order and undermin-
ing the very foundations of Christian civiliz-
ation.” But against whal odds they slrive.
For “who is she that cometh forth as the
morning rising, fair as the moon, bright as
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the sun, terrible as an army in battle array?”
(Cant. 6, 9.) As if to remind the serpent of his
original curse—of the irreconcilable enmi-
ties between him and the Immaculale Virgin,
behold, at the very moment he raises his
head, Mary appears to crush it: “Sure Pro-
teclress and Imvincible Help of Christians,”
says the Holy Father.

Pastoral Letter of the Bishop of Leiria
Concerning the Formal Recognition
Of the Cult of Our Lady of Fatima
October 13th, 1930

Divine Providence, that rules and directs
all creatures, has for man, who is endowed
with an immortal soul, special regard and
kindness. Just as a good head of a family
cannot, because he never ought lo, abandon
his wife and children, so too, the infinilely
good God, Who has crealed us out of His own
free will and goodness, cannot abandon us.
Both history and experience have proved this.

What tenderness the Lord had for His
chosen people who at times were so nngrale-
ful . .. How He defended them againsl their
enemies; how He preserved them in the prac-
tice of the true religion despite their idol-
atrous tendencies! Even while chastising,
how He showed Himself as a tender, lov-
ing Father! . ..
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When the happy hour of Redemption
arrives, the very Son of God descends from
Heaven into this world, assumes human na-
lure, and dies on the Cross lo redeem us, to
save us! . ...

And even after His death, He remains
with us, thus fulfilling His promise: Behold

I shall be with you unto the consummalion
of the world.

Mary Our Mother

In this work of Redemption and Salva-
tion, Our Lord wanted His Mother to be as-
sociated with Him. Let us just reflect upon
Our Lord’s agony on Calvary.

Like the father that spends his life in
working for his children, Jesus had given us
all without measure and withoul reserve. He
gave us His doctrine and with it light and
life. He gave us grace and resurrection. He
instituted the Sacraments as so many other
means of sanctification. But His love was
not vet satiated. Now that He is about to
die, He wishes to dispose of whal remains
with Him, He wishes lo make His last will.
But He has only His dear Mother. [t is She
that He bequeaths to us! What a solemn mo-
ment! All mankind are His heirs; the gen-
tiles, represented there by the Boman s0]-
diers: the Jews, by the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem who had come to wilness Ilis death:
the sinners by the two crucified thieves; and
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the just by the holy women who accompanied
Jesus to the heights of Golgotha.

John, the only Evangelist, is the one that
is charged to put down in wriling Our Lord’s
words.

Jesus pardons the repenlant thief. He
forgives His execulioners: Father, forgive
them . . . And then exclaims: Behold thy
Mather!

And Mary most holy, the Virgin pure,
the Treasure of Heaven and earth, the hand-
maid of the Lord, receives us as her children,
brought forth in the immense pains of Cal-
vary!

Prostrate before Our Lady we cannot bul
say with our holy Mother the Church, with
the Christians of all times: “Hail, holy Queen,
Mother of mercy, hail our life, our sweelness
and hope! To thee we cry, poor banished
children of Eve, to thee we send up our sighs
mourning and weeping in this vale of tears!
Hail!” _

Fulfilling Jesus’ bequest, we see her with
the Apostles waiting for the descent of the
Holy Spirit; we see her praying with the
primitive Christians and parficipaling 1n
afflictions.

And how loving a mother has she been
throughout all these ages! . ..

Even though it were possible to count
the sands of the sea and the stars in the heav-
ens. it would yet not be possible to count the
gifts which the Virgin most holy has show-
ered upon souls.
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. Look at the number of charitable inslitu.
tions spread throughout the world, placed
under her proteclion. Count the innumerable
churches and shrines raised in her honor, the
offerings of grateful individuals and nations,
for benefits received . . . And without going
very far, without leaving our own dear Moth-
erland, it is enough lo point to the chapels
and churches and monuments of glory, raised
by the faith of our forefathers, so many of
them, in honour of our dearest Heavenly
Mother, the Sovereign Lady of Portuguese
lands.

But above all, it is in calamitous times,
when her children or nations are about to
perish, victims of their ingratitude and of
their sins, when as the prophet says, “I called
and you did not answer, I spoke and you did
not hear,” in such times of peril it is that
Mary calls men to do penance, as at La Sa-
lette, and lately at Fatima,

Mediatrix Of All Graces

In times past, Jeremias threatening the
Hebrew people in the name of Jehovah, had
exclaimed:

"I will suddenly speak against a nation
and against a kingdom, lo rool oul, and to
pull down and lo destroy it. If that nation
against which I have spoken shall report of
evil, I also will repeat of the evil that I have
thought to do them.”
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This care and zeal of our Heavenly Fath-
er and of our Mother in coming to us lo in-
spire us, to speak to us, is most natural. Could
we perchance admit that a kind father will
not speak with his son? Or thal a mother
will have no love for him whom she bore in
her womb and whom she nursed? Sometimes
it is the mute language, but none the less per-
suasive, of a silenl action of the father, or
the tears which freely flow from the eves of
Lhe mother; . . . at other times, it is the pru-
dent advice or the severe warning Lhal guides
us on the path of duty; again, it is the paren-
lal smiles that encourage us or the threals
that frighten us.

Now il earthly parents bestow on us so
much care and altention, is the love of our
Heavenly Father, to Whom everything is pos-
sible, not superior—the Father Who walches
over the birds of the air and clothes the lilies
of the fields?

Who of us has not felt within himself
the workings of grace, those good thoughis
and holy inspirations that illumine our

minds . . . those generous sentiments and
pious impulses which incite our will lo do
good?

It is God, our kind Father in Heaven,
Who speaks to us . .. _

How often do not these divine lights de-
ter us from falling into some criminal action.
How often do they not remove us from occa-
sions that would oltherwise be our ruin? . . .
How often have sorrow and remorse made
us feel ashamed of some deed of our past life
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and in the midst of afflictions and tears there
has arisen within us the hope of regeneration,
the bright vision of the reward which God has
promised to those who fight the good fight
and persevere to the end! . . .

All these are inspirations which divine
goodness grants us directly or through the
mediation of Our Blessed Mother. '

Miracles, Prophecies, Visions

Besides these graces there are others
which are very rarely granted lo a particular
soul, not so much for its own utility as for
the good of religion, of peoples, of nations,
of a communily . ...

These are the gifts of miracles, prophe-
cies and supernatural visions. These gifls, be-
slowed almost always on sainls, do not by
themselves sanctify the persons lhus fa-
voured, because holiness demands an effort,
a conlinuous co-operation on our part wilh
(iod’s grace, but they profit a corporate body
and at times the whole world.

It was this that Cur Lord wished lo sig-
nify when He asked His Falher in Heaven
lo work the great miracle of Lazarus' resur-
rection as a proof of His divine mission,

But since it is human lo err on account
of great intellectual weakness and very lim-
ited knowledge, the Church never imposes
visions as a maller of Catholic faith upon us
but demands slrict proofs to permil belief in



them for our instruction and edification
though merely with human credence.

We must remember thal, however greal
the impatience of men may be, our holy
Mother the Church is never in haste. Espe-
cially in such delicate matters she marches
on through the ages slowly and majestically,
aided by the Holy Ghost, with the conscious-
ness of her perpetuity, listening to all, appre-
ciating evervthing, so that she may give her
verdiet according to the wise laws which her
Founder has given her.

Jesus has, in this matter as in everylthing
else, tanght us how lo proceed, cautioning us
against false prophels.

“By their {ruits you shall know them.
Do men gather grapes of thorns or figs of
thistles? A bad tree cannot yield good fruit.”

And to His own teaching He applies the
same principles saying: “If 1 do not the
works of my Father, believe Me not. Bul if
I do, then you may know and believe that the
Father is in Me and I in the Father.”

To determine the truth in the matler of
visions, prophecies and other supernatural
manifestations, we must examine the quali-
ties of the persons favoured with those gills,
if any personal, material inferest moves
them, if the doctrines they present are or
not in conformity with the teaching of Holy
Mother the Church, if the object which ac-
tuates those favoured with visions is good
and supernatural.



The Apparitions of Fatima

The above consideralions are made on
account of the well-known “case” of Fatima.
On May the 13th, 1917, three children of
the parish of Fatima, Vicariale of Ourém of
our diocese, were lending a flock of sheep in
a place known as Cova da Iria. The oldest of
them, Lucy de Jesus, was 10, Francisco 9,
and Jacinta 7. Francisco and Jacinta were
brother and sister, and Lucy was their cousin.
None of them knew how to read or to wrile.
I was ul noon, and, according (o Their
cuslom, the children recited the five decades
of Our Lady’s Rosary. e
After finishing their prayers, they occu-
pied themselves in building a little house of
loose stones when suddenly there was a flash
of lightning, vivid and bright. Though the
sky was clear and cloudless, the children,
dreading a thunder-storm, began to gather
their flock of sheep, in order to go home.
However, on reaching the sile where the

springs of watler now are, theie was again a
[ﬁﬁﬁ%fTEﬁl‘n’iﬁﬁ,_n nd a4 few sleps away the
children were surprised to see standing on a
small tree, upon the site where now stands
the poor, small Chapel of the Apparilions, a
Lady of incomparable beauty, clothed in a
dress of purest white, a gold-bordered manlle
covering her head and the greater part of her
body. Her face, of heavenly beauly, was
calm and serious, with a linge of sadness.
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FFrom her joined hands there hung a beauti-
ful rosary ending with a Cross. From her
whole person there spread out rays of light
with a splendour more brilliant than that of
the sun.

The children came nearer and there fol-
lowed a dialogue between the Lady and the
eldest of the children, during which the Lady
invited them to come there on the 13th day
of every month until October.

As evidence of the children and many
other people shows, there were six Appari-
tions, one on the 13th of each month, excepl
in August when the Apparilion was seen a
few days later, because the administrative
authority had imprisoned the children in
Ourém.

The Lady told them that her home was.
Heaven, confided to them a secret which they
were nol to reveal lo anyone, taught them
a short ejaculation, recommended the recila-
tion of the Rosary, advised Lucia lo learn
how to read, insisted on the necessity of pray-
er and penance to end the war, asserted thal
Our Lord was much angered on account of
the sins of men——above all, the sins of the
flesh—ordered that a chapel be built there
in her honour and declared that she was the
Lady of the Rosary . ..
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Investigation of the Events

_ As the crowds were increasing exlraor-
dinarily on each occasion, and as the diocese
of Leiria, canonically erected in that year,
was being then adminisltered by His Emi-
nence the Cardinal Patriarch ol Lisbon, Dom
Antonio Mendes Belo, of happy memory, His
Grace the Archbishop of Militene, now Bish-
op of Vila Real and then Vicar-General of
the Patriarchate, ordered an inquiry into the
occurrences.

On our taking charge of the diocese as
its Bishop in 1920, we could nol ignore what
had taken place and therefore, by our order
of the 6th of May, 1922, we appointed a Com-
mittee of priests to freely take evidence in
favor of or against the events and lo submit
lo us the report. Two members of this Com-
mittee were called by God to His presence,
but the others continued the work. Recently
they submitted a lengthy report which we
have examined with care.

We wish here to thank the Rev. Fathers
who constituted the Committee, and particu-
larly the Rev. Canon of the Paltriarchal See
of Lisbon and the distinguished Professor of
the Seminary of Santarem, Dr. Manuel Nunes
Formigao, Junior, who worked on the Com-
mittee, with indefatigable zeal, worlhy of im-
itation, as he does in everything thal concerns
the worship of God and the honour of Our
Iaﬂ.d}r.

Our holy Mother the Church having en-

G



trusted to our care the New Diocese of Leiria
and il being our duly, as Bishop, to care for
the faithful entrusted to us, and following the
example of the Venerable Prelates in such
cases, after having atlentively studied the e-
venls during 10 years we have now resolved
to give our decision, declaring, however, that
o the Holy See we humbly submit our judg-
ment.

The Marvellous Episodes Of Fatima

Referring lo the small number of the
wise, the powerful and the noble among the
Christians of the primitive Church, St. Paul
adds: “Bul the foolish of the world hath God
chosen that He may confound lhe wise: and
the weak things of the world hath God chosen,
that He may confound the sitrong: and
the mean things of the world and the things
that are contemplible hath God chosen and
things thal are not, that He mighl destroy the
things that are: that no flesh should glory in
His sight . . . that, as il is writlen, he that
glorieth may glory in the Lord.”

History upholds these observations wilh
facts. The Apostles chosen by Our Lord lo
preach Christian doctrine to the whole world
were fishermen; St. Gregory v ham-
pion of the liberty. h, belonged
to a poor peasant family: St. Joan of Are who
liberated France, and Blessed Bernadette de
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Soubirous, the happy seer of Lourdes, were
poor shepherdesses.

Al Falima it is the same. The place
chosen for the apparitions is stony without
any allractions whatsoever. Portugal is rich
in beautiful spots, verdant lands, superb pan-
oramas. Cova da Iria, besides being a real
cove, had nothing altractive aboul it. The
children who saw the Vision were humble
crealures from our mountain-lands, modesi-
ly dressed, without instruction, not knowing
how to read and with bul a rudimentary reli-
gious knowledge.

They were nol nervous, but affable and
loving in the midst of their rough surround-
ings, fond of the family, obedient to their
parents, happy! . ..

One cannol discern in them any self-in-
terest or the spirit of vanity, They rejected
the alms or presents which people wished to
give them. And when we decided to take upon
ourselves the direction of the works and the
religious movemenl, they honourably hand-
ed over to us, in their original species, the
money and the objects of value which the
people would leave on the site of the Appa-
ritions.

Their parents were poor and today they
continue in the state in which they were be-
fore. They worked for their living and they
conlinue to do so today. In no way have their
lives been altered after the lapse of 13 years.

The children, when questioned jointly or
separately, answered with the same precis-
ion, without noticeable contradictions, the
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different questionnaires, whether official or
private, to which they had once declared.

They say nothing against faith or mor-
als, according to the word of the Apostle: “No
man speaking by the Spirit of God saith ana-
thema lo Jesus.”

Finally, the two younger children, bro-
ther and sister, conlracted influenza which
carried away so0o many in the whole world
and bolh died edifying deaths, while Lucy,
the only surviving child, freely and volun-
larily, without coercion, afler receiving the
consent of her mother embraced the religious
life.

It is necessary likewise to consider the
circumstances which accompanied the vis-
ions.

The favored children were young, rustic
and poor. We must have proofs in order to
believe their statements.

According to these children, the “Lady™
would appear to them on a small holm-oak
(azinheira), slunted and scrawny as lrees
generally are in these stony places; and hun-
dreds, nay thousands of persons, whose
truthfulness we cannot doubl, saw a column
of smoke, which like incense would envelope
the tree during the apparitions. This phenom-
enon, which cannol Ee humanly explained,
was repealed several limes. :

This reminds us of the exclamation in
the Canticle of Canticles which our Holy
Church applies to the most holy Virgin:
“Who is she thalt goeth up by the desert, as
a pillar of smoke of aromatical spices, of



myrrh and frank-incense and of all the pow-
ders of the perfumer?”’

The solar phenomenon of the 13th of
October, 117, described in the papers al the
lime, was something marvellous and caused
a greal impression upon those who had the
happiness to wilness it. The children had
previously announced the day and the hour
in which it would occur. The news spread
quickly over the whole of Portugal and de-
spile the copious rains that day, the thou-
sands who had assembled at the hour of the
final Apparition (October 13, 1917), witness-
ed all the manifestations of the sun paying,
as il were, ils homage (o the Queen of Heaven
and Earth more brilliant than the sun in ils
zenith,

This phenomenon which no observatory
has registered, and, therefore, was nol a na-
lural one, was observed by persons of all so-
cial ranks and classes, believers and unbe-
lievers, journalists of the principal Porlu-
guese dailies and even by persons kilometers
away, all of which eliminates the idea that it
was a collective illusion.

The Argument of Persecutions

The argument of persecutions, which are
a sign that the works are of God, was not
wanting eilher in the case of the Apparilions
of Fatima.

No one was perseculed more than Jesus,



and the Church has suffered coniradiclions
in all ages.

A countless multitude of Saints suffered
martyrdom in the midst of astounding tor-
ments,

St. Peter of Alcantara would say to Saint
Theresa, thal one of the grealest punishmenls
in the world was the one she had suffered,
that is, the conlradiclions of well-intentioned
people.

The holy Prophet Jeremias says: “l am
become a laughing-stock all the day, all scoff
at me.”

The seers of Fatima were imprisoned by
the authorities who threatened to cast them
into a cauldron of boiling oil.

It is common knowledge thal the author-
ities did all they could to prohibit the pilgrim-
ages, crealing difficulties of access, while
cerlain publicists were ridiculing and scoff-
ing al the ardent faith of the good Portuguese
people,

The belief in the Apparitions resisted all
the violences which, after all, but served to
increase religious fervour and to propagale
the graces and favours which Our Lady
showered on those who invoked her.

And let it not be said that Fatima is an
invention of the clergy, for if the governmenl
with all the power and prestige at ils disposal
did not succeed in vanguishing faith in Our
Lady of Fatima, how could our humble cler-
gy despoiled by the revolution of all the pos-
sessions which Christian piety had given to
the Holy Church for her maintenance—the
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clergy so often persecuted and calumniated,
in such a diocese as Leiria, the smallest and
poorest, have the power to create a religious
movement al Fatima which today has exlend-
ed to the whole of Portugal and is so con-
solingly developing in so many foreign
counlries?

Besides this, His Eminence the Cardinal
Patriarch Dom Antonio Mendes Belo, prohib-
ited from encouraging or taking part in any
religious manifestalion relaling to Falima,
and gave wise prescriptions which we loo
upheld for some time after our enlry into
this diocese.

Remarkable Spread of the Devotion
To Our Lady of Fatima

But let us return to the Divine Master's
senlence quoted above: “Though you will not
believe Me, believe the works.”

Devolion to Our Lady of Fatima spread
rapidly, as we have said, in this diocese a+m:'|'
in the whole country and today is extending
lo all parts of the world not only among
Catholic nations, but among Prolestant and
even pagan ones.

The sweetly sad gaze of the most holy
Virgin—Iloving us as our Mother, though sad
on account of our sins, is spreading over the
whole world, elevating hearls and reviving
the faith.
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The multitudes in many thousands,
from all parts, composed of persons belong-
ing lo all classes, withoul advertisement of
any kind, coming from all the corners of the
country, withoul any altractions, hasten to
Falima, after long journeys besel with the
greatesl possible difficulties and discomforis.

Where has one seen such multitudes
meet in the best of order and profound re-
spect as at Falima? And il is not once alone
that it happens—the movement is conlinu-
ous, constant, increasing year afler year.

The voice of the people answers the
Voice of God.

The sick go there with so many sacri-
fices, so much trouble . . . How many mar-
vellous cures have been wrought through the
intervention of the most holy Virgin, And
what a spiril of resignation do the sick mani-
fest even when they have nol obtained the
cure of their physical ills!

And while the infirm of body come to
Fatima in thousands, greater still is the num-
ber of the morally afflicted. Our Lady is the
health of the sick and the refuge of sinners.
How many wavward hearts have found par-
don there! How many of those who had ab-
andoned the faith of their fathers or were
indifferent to it, found it again there!

Oh! if the confessionals of Fatima were
not rigorously sealed with the sacramental
seal—ever inviolable—what marvels of grace
would they nol be able to recount lo us!

Blessed and praised be the Mother of
Mercy.
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Let me yet consider another poinl.

Many of you have known lhe sile of
Cova da Iria, barren and lifeless. You have
also seen lhe buildings under construoction,
which naturally require wvast expenditures.
Yet up to now nolt a single subscription has
been started, not a single alms asked for, no
appeal, private or public, made to the charily
of the faithful. The alms have been sponla-
neously offered and almaost all anonymous-
ly. How great is the force of faith!

How prodigious is the power of the mosl
holy Virgin who draws the multitudes to a
barren mountain and in a few vears lrans-
forms the lifeless place into a magnificent
cenlre of piety, into a most amazing miracle
of the religious life of our times! . . .

Recognition of the Apparitions And
Official Approbation of the Devotion

In virtue of what we have explained, and
of other matters which we omit for brevity’s
sake, invoking humbly the Divine Spiril, and
placing our confidence in Mary most holy,
after accepting the opinions of the Consultors
of our Diocese, we have the pleasure

FIRST, to declare as worthy of credence
the visions of the children in Cova
da Iria, Parish of Fafima, of this
Diocese, on the days belween the
13th of May and October, 1M7; |
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SECONDLY, to permil officially the de-
volion lo Our Lady of Fatima.

It now remains for us, beloved children
in Our Lord, to warn yvou that if the favour
the Virgin most holy has bestowed upon us
is a great source of joy and consolation to us,
our duty to reciprocate her goodness is even
greater,

The experience of vears has shown that
“lhe eves of God are open and His ears atlen-
live to supplications in this place” bul it is
necessary thal by the purily of our life, by
Lhe observance of the Commandmenls of God
and the Preceplts of the Church, by respect
and submission to the instructions of the
Apostolic See, we show ourselves o be per-
fect Catholics, for “not every one thal saith,
‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter into the Kingdom
of Heaven but he who does the will of My
Father, Who is in Heaven, he shall enter the
Kingdom of Heaven.”

Our holy Mother the Church, referring
to the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Div-
ine Word, exclaims:

“0Oh, the gift worthy of elernal gratitude!
God made Himself known to us in a visible
manner in order that in beholding Him we
may burn with love for the invisible
beauties.”

In a special manner we do recommend

lo our beloved Diocesans the love of Our
Lord in the Most Holy Eucharisl, devolion lo
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the most holy Virgin, to St. Joseph, to the holy
souls in Purgatory, the daily recital of at least
five decades of the Rosary, flight from sins
of the flesh, from immodest fashions and
immoral reading, the practice of penance on
which Jesus so much insisted and of which
the Virgin, Our Lady, spoke so much, charity
towards all our brethren and principally to-
wards the sick and the poor.

If we do this the words of the Prophet
may well be applied to our Motherland: “For
if you will order well your ways, 1 will dwell
with you in this place in the land which !
gave to your fathers from the beginning and
for evermore.”

This Pastoral Letter of ours shall be seni
to all the Rev. Parish Priests that they may
read and explain it to the faithful in the cus-
tomary way.
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The Apparitions Of Fatima

The 1st Apparition: May 13th, 1917

The village of FATIMA, scene of the
facts related here, is situated in the diocese
of Leiria, Portugal, about 60 miles north of
Lisbon,

On Sunday, May 13th, 1917, towards the
end of the morning three children, LUCY,
aged ten, and her cousins JACINTA, aged
seven, and FRANCIS, aged nine, are looking
after a flock of sheep at a spot called COVA
DA IRIA.

From the belfry of the church the sound
of the ANGELUS rings out. Faithful to the
time-honored Iradition of this country de-
voted to Our Lady, the children stop playing
and piously let their Rosary beads slip
through their fingers as they say their Hail
Marys. When the prayers are finished, the
children are just about to resume their games,
when suddenly a bright flash of lightning
blinds them. Afraid of a gathering storm in
spite of the cloudless sky, Lucy makes up her
mind to go back home. But searcely have
they taken a few steps in the direction of a
young oak tree, when a second flash of light-
ning, brighter than the first, brings them to a
standstill frightenend and trembling. On
their right, in the blinding light, a young lady
(so Luey describes her), of dazzling beauly,
appears before their timid eyes.
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With a motion of her hand, she reassures
them: “Do not be afraid, I shall not hurt
you.” The children gaze at her in ecslasy.
The “Young Lady™ seems to be aboul fifteen
to eighteen. Her face, of indescribable heau-
ty, flooded with heavenly light, seems to be
over-shadowed by sadness; her hands are
joined on her breast in an attilude of prayer;
her dress, white as snow, reaches lo her feet
and is Tastened al the neck by a golden cord,
the ends of which fall lo her waist. A while
mantle, edged and embroidered with gold,
covers her head and falls to her feel. In her
right hand she holds a Rosary of shining
pearls with a silver cross.

At last Luey breaks the silence of ecslasy.

“Where do you come from?” she asks
the Lady.

“I COME FROM HEAVEN,” the Vision
replies.

“And what have you come here for?”

“I wanl you children to come here on the
thirteenth of each month at this same hour.
In the month of October, 1 shall tell you who
I am and what I want.”

Lucy continues:

“Do you come from Heaven! Shall I go
to Heaven?”

“Yes, you will go there.”

“And Jacinta?”

“Jacinta, too.”

“And Francis?”

The Apparition looked earnestly at the
child with motherly reproach.
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“Yes, but first he will have to say many
Hua&rms.

“And the two little boys who died last
year?”

“One is already in Heaven, the other in
Purgatory.”

In her turn the Lady questions the child-
ren and tells them whal she desires.

“Do you wish to offer yourselves to God
in order to bear the sufferings He wanls to
send you as a means of reparation for the
sins which offend Him, and as a means of
supplication for the conversion of sinners?”

With heroic simplicity the children an-
swer with Lucy.

“Yes, we do want to.”

“Then you will have many sufferings,
but God’s grace will strengthen yvou,” replied
the Lady.

Then before leaving them she adds:

“My children, go on always saying the
Rosary as you have just done.”

Then, without walking, like someone
gliding along, the beautiful lady retreated to-
wards the east and faded into the sunlight.
The apparition had lasted about ten minules.

If deep joy fills them to the very depths
of their being, the sufferings foretold by Our
Lady will soon have to be paid as ils price.
In spite of the arrangement made by Lucy to
keep silence about 1t all, little Jacinta told
evervthing to her mother. Sceplically her
parenls refused to believe. The children are
continually rebuked over it. Lucy is whip-
ped, trealed as a liar and hypocrite by her



own family and by the people of the village.
Calmly and simply, without contradicting
one another, the three children adhere to
their determination to be present al the ap-
pointed place on June 13th.

The 2nd Apparition: June 13th, 1917

This is the feast day of Sainl Anthony of
Lisbon, Portugal, a traditional patron of Por-
tugal. The three children, accompanied by
about sixty people, make Llheir way to Lhe
Cova da Iria before mid-day. The parents,
after the scoldings of the first days, had ad-
opted an attitude of prudence. After the Ro-
sary had been devoutly said, Lucy rises to
her feet, her face towards the east. As Jacin-
ta and Francis suggest a second Rosary, she
calls oul:

“I have seen the flash of lightning, the
Lady is coming,” and she hurries lowards
the evergreen oak.

The Apparilion comes again. She recom-
mends to the children the FREQUENT RECI-
TATION OF THE ROSARY.

*“You will add,” she S.E't}":;., “af; ter the ‘Glo-
ry be to the Father’ of each decade, this pray,
er: ‘0 my Jesus, forgive us our sins, Mﬁ
us from the fire of Hell, and give relief to
the souls in Purgatory, especially the most
abandoned.”"”’

To Lucy the Lady says:

“T wish you to learn lo read.”

T0



”

Finally she tells a secret to each of Lhe
children, forbidding them to reveal il lo any-
OIe.

The Vision then disappears as on the
first occasion.

When Lucy said she was going, one of
Lhe wilnesses relates that the branches of the
oak were brushed aside and bent downwards
towards the east as if the Lady’s dress had
swepl across them,

Throughout the apparition, the witness-
es, who did not see the Vision nor hear what
she said, noticed thal the sunlight had lost
some of ils brilliance, and thal the atmos-
phere had become yellow-gold.

After this apparition, the three children,
bul especially Lucy, had to undergo the same
insults, reproaches, and sarcastic commentls
of their relatives and neighbors. The parish
priest did not say very much, but the opinion
he expressed was such an unfavorable one
that it must have discouraged the children,
for Lucy was very much tempted not lo go
on July 13th. But Our Blessed Lady was
walching over the faithful children, ready to
help them at the right moment.

The 3rd Apparition: July 13th, 1917

The sixly people who had wilnessed the
apparition of June 13th had spread the news
of it throughoul the surrounding districts,
and on Friday, July 13th, more than five
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thousand were hurrying on their way to Cova
da Iria.

At the same hour and in the same man-
ner the apparition took place. At Lucy's re-
quest the thousands of spectators kneel down,

The Lady recommends to the children
the frequent recitation of the Rosary as a
means of bringing the war to an end, adding:

“Only the intercession of Our Blessed
Lady can obtain this grace for mankind.”

When Lucy asked her heavenly visitor
to say whal her name was and—al the sug-
gestion of the wilnesses—to work a miracle
as a proof of the reality of her presence, the
Vision replied:

“Continue coming here on the thirteenth
of each month. On the thirteenth of October,
1 shall tell vou who I am and what I desire,
and I shall work a wonderlful miracle, so that
the whole world will believe in the appari-
tions.”

The Lady answered several pelitions for
special graces, recommending, in a maternal
tone, the recitation of the Rosary.

Before disappearing, she addressed the
three children:

“Sacrifice vourselves for sinners and
say this praver very oflen: ‘0 Jesus, | offer
this for the love of Thee, [or the conversion
of sinners, and in reparalion for all wrongs
done to the Immaculate Hearl of Mary.” ™

The Blessed Virgin confides to the child-
ren a secrel, parl of which is now known and
concerns the establishment of the devolion
to her Immaculate Hearl.
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During the apparition the spectators had
noliced that in addition lo the sunlight be-
coming dull, a little white cloud surrounded
the children and covered the scene of the ap-
parition.

The Reactions

If the words and promises of the Lady
Irom Heaven had strenglhened the confi-
dence and conviclion of the visionaries and
had deeply moved the spectators when they
heard from Lucy what she had said, they
did not put an end to the trials and persecu-
tions of the three children. The opposition of
the family did not diminish, but was aggra-
valed the more by the disturbance and set-
backs which these evenis and the numerous
visils and inquiries caused lo the work on
the farm.

At this time, while the religious authorily
and the Catholic press were maintaining
greal reserve and advising prudence, the lib-
eral press was spreading throughout the
length and breadth of Portugal news of these
evenls with vivid descriptions and highly ex-
aggeraled details, when they were not allo-
gether an invention of the imagination. Some
concluded that it was staged by the clergy.
who were carefully trving to sel up a business
in miracles and o make it a source of profit.
To others it was just another strange case of
auto-suggestion,

At Vila de Ourém, the local authority
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controlling Fatima, the administrator, named
Le Ferblantier, was a sectarian, an anli-cler-
ical and a Freemason, who had delermined
to nip in the bud this invasion of mysticism
and to deslroy this reaclionary machiavel-
lianism. He summoned the parents and the
children, questioned them over and over
again, and used threals to get them to retract
everything and to find out the famous secrel
which intrigued him. He did not hesitate to
threaten death, and one can well imagine the
effect of this on the minds of the children,
who, not realizing it was just a trick, replied
with heroic simplicity:

“If we are killed it will not maller: we
shall go to Heaven.”

August 13th, 1917

All this disturbance among the author-
ities, and the newspaper campaign, brought
to Cova da Iria on August 13th a huge
crowd of people eslimated al aboul 18,000,
for lhe most part devoul believers, who were
praying, singing and saying the Rosary aloud.

Mid-day . . . the children are not there.
How strange! Everyone wails impatiently;
at last the news spreads. The children are
not coming. The administrator of Vila Hova
de Ourém has taken them off in his carriage
and shut them up in the house. The crowd,
in indignation, at once talks of going to lodge
a protest with the local authority, when some-
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thing extraordinary happens which captiv-
ales and calms them. From the midst ol the
clear sky a clap of thunder breaks, and a
brilliant flash of lightning shools through
the heavens. The sun grows pale; the at-
mosphere becomes dull yellow; a light cloud,
very beautiful in form, appears near the oak
—lhe spot of the apparition—rises in the air,
and then fades away. Filled with awe, feel-
ing the presence of the supernatural, the
crowd disperses, calmed now, and filled with
gralitude as they comment on these evenls,

In the meantime, the administralor had
taken the children to his home, and [or three
days, resorting variously to promises, ruses,
and threats, he tries in vain to make lhem
conlradict one another, to admit that they
have lied, or to give away the secret entrusted
lo them.

Because of his failure, he adopls an ar-
tifice. “Either you tell me the truth or I shall
have you fried in a red-hot frying-pan,” and,
laking the children off one after the olher,
he pretends to carry out his threat.

Lucy remained the last, and later, when
she was asked, “What did you think he was
soing to do to you?” she replied:

I certainly thought he meant it and thatl
I was going fo die in the pan, but I could nol
betray my secrel, and I placed myself in the
hands of Our Blessed Lady.”

Forced to vield, the administrator had
to take the children back to the parish priest
of Fatima on August 16th, and he restored
them to their family, whose anxiety may be
surmised. X



The 4th Apparition At Valinhos:
August 19th, 1917

Having forcibly missed the appointment
for August 13th, the children, not expecling
to see the Lady before the next month, wenl
to their ordinary occupations. But, to their
great surprise, on August 19th, in another
place called “VALINHOS” — THE LADY
APPEARS TO THEM. She complains aboul
the man who had prevented them from
meeting her at Cova da Iria on August 1ith.
She adds that because of this the miracle an-
nounced for Oclober 13th will be less striking
than it would have been. She invites them o
pray and to sacrifice themselves for the con-
version of sinners.

“Pray, pray very much and make sacri-
fices for sinners, for many souls go to hell
because there is no one to make sacrifices for
them.”

The children took back home with them
the branch on which the Virgin had rested
her foot. While Luey’s mother was holding
it, a delicious perfume, of a kind unknown,
came from the foliage.

The 5th Apparition:
September 13th, 1917
On September 13th, 30,000 people as-

sembled at Falima. Roads and paths were
crowded with pilgrims, ardent and zealous,
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saying their Rosary as they went along. From
ten o'clock onwards Lhe little valley, from
now on sacred, was filled with a crowd which
respectfully went towards the scene of the
apparitions.

A little before mid-day when the three
children arrive, Luey calls out to the crowd
waltching them, “You must pray.”

“]1 shall never forgel,” says a wilness,
“the deep impression il made on me to see
so many thousands of people, at the voice of
a child, falling on their knees, praying with
tears streaming and begging with confidence
the malernal prolection of the Queen ol
Heaven.”

At mid-day exactly, the kneeling crowd
sees Lhe sun grow dim; the atmosphere change
to dull gold.

Suddenly cries of surprise and joy break
oul, “There she is . . . She’s coming . . . over
there . . . look!” In the cloudless sky, a lu-
minous globe appears, which, moving from
east to west, glides slowly and majestically
across the heavens. A light white cloud en-
velopes the green oak and the three children.
Then, more wonderfully still, from Lhe cloud-
less sky falls o shower ol while flowers
which, without reaching the ground, fade a-
wav at a certain distance from the arth.

The crowd, profoundly moved, is rap!
in admiration, aware too that the children
are conversing with an invisible person. They
hear whal Lucy says, withoul seeing the Ladv
or hearing her answers.

The Apparition tells the children that it
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is necessary lo go on reciling the Rosary in
arder to oblain the end of the war.

She promises lo return on Oclober 13th
with St. Joseph and the Chiid Jesus. She in-
sists earneslly that the children must be
faithful to the meeting. Lucy asks the Vision
if she will cure the sick. She replies:

“I shall cure some of them, but not all,
because the Lord has no confidence in them.”

All these evenls, the number of wilnesses
and the wonderful things accomplished in
full daylight, as well as the obvious sincerity
of the children, made even those who were
learned and prudent feel that they were in
the presence of the supernatural. Hence
many of them hastened, in this month of
Seplember, to visit the village of Falima.
Among the numerous visitors we may note
the illustrious professor of theology from the
Eatriar{:hal Seminary of Lisbon, who, when

e first came, on September 27th, 1917, and
on many occasions later, undertook lo ques-
tion the children impartially and in careful
deltail.

The 6th Apparition: October 13th, 1917

An exact dale:; Oet. 13th, 1917 — An appolnted hoore: Aid-dsy
A definite place: Cova da Tria

Announced by the Apparition of July
13th, confirmed by those of August 19th and
of Seplember 13th, the great miracle of Oclo-
ber 13th must have attracted to Fatima an
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immense concourse of people. The predic-
tion, spread throughout the whole of the
country and received in many different
ways, was lhe subject of innumerable and
universal comments.

Both believers and unbelievers rejoiced
over the gallantry and boldness of this pre-
diction which promised a great miracle: —
thus putting at everyone’s disposal a straight,
easy and irrefutable way of verilying
whether or not the apparitions of Fatima
were AUTHENTIC and DIVINE.

On the eve, the highways and roads lead-
ing to Fatima were crowded with vehicles
and pedestrians, many of whom were bare-
footed, carrying their rosaries in their hands
and singing hymns on the way. A very large
number spent the night out-of-doors, many
at Cova da Iria, in spile of the coolness of
the season. The morning of the 13th brought
with it a disappointment. It was raining and
it was cold. The heavenly Vision is giving a
hard trial to those on whom she is soon to
bestow a wonderful spectacle. The rain falls
heavily and incessantly all the morning.
Stoically the erowd increases and prays. The
hour is approaching. 70,000 |mnrlc are al the
children’s meeting place, praying and say-
ing the Rosary. With difficulty, the three
children, accompanied by their parents,
make their way through the vast, respectful
crowd.

Lucy asks that the umbrellas should be
taken down: with docility the crowd obeys.
In the rain this multitude recites the Hail
Marys of the Hﬂsar}*,”



EXACTLY AT NOON, Lucy interrupts
the prayer, crying out, *There! She is coming!l’

Three times in the twelve lo fifleen
minutes during which the apparition lasls,
the crowd is able to sce a while eloud envel-
oping the children.

The Message Of Our Blessed Lady

This is the heavenly message, recounled
by the children after the apparition:

“She said that she was Our Lady of the
Bosary, that we must repent of our sins,
change our lives and no longer offend Our
Lord Who is so much offended! And that
the Rosary musl be recited. She added that
she wished a chapel to be built there in her
honor; She promised thal if men changed
their lives, the war would finish quickly and
that she would answer their prayers.”

The Great Miracle

Moving away from the children, Our
Lady pointed to the sky. Automatically Lucy
called out, “Look al the sun.” Then, for
twelve minules, this huge crowd of 70,000
people was able to contemplale a wondrous,
stupelving spectacle, never scen belore.

The rain had suddenly stopped, the
clouds had dispersed and the sun appeared



like a silver globe at which one could gaze
without being dazzled.

Then all at once the sun began lo spin
round and round, just like a wheel of fire,
casting in every direclion, like a giganiic
magic lanlern, enormous beams of light:
green, red, blue, violet, and of every color,
painting the clouds, the earth, the huge
croted, in most fanfastic fashion.

Afler four minufes, the sun stood still,
only to begin again a second and then a third
lime the same whirling dance in a fairy-like
maze of light.

While evervone in the crowd held his
breath and gazed upon the startling speclacle,
the three children—and they alone—saw at
the side of the sun three living tableaux ap-
pear in succession:

1. The Holy Family, Our Lady of the
Rosary and SE. Joseph carrying the
Infant Jesus.

2. Our Lord, grown up, lovingly bless-

ing the crowd, and Our Lady of Sor-
FoLs,

3. Ounr Lady of Mount Carmel with the
scapular in Her hand.

And then, as the tableaux faded, there
came the final moment.

The sun, affer its magic dance of fire and
color, eeased to furn, and, like a gigantic
wheel, which by the very movement of turn-
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ing had become loosened, detached ilself
from the firmamen! and hurtled down to-
wards the crowd crouching, terror-stricken,
on the ground, convinced that this was the
end of the world foretold in the Gospels.

From all the vast multitude, suddenly
on its knees in fear of death, arose the most
ardent supplications, the most fervent acts
of contrition.

But the end did not come. As if stayed
by the Divine Hand, the sun stopped in its
headlong descent, and when the first fearful
heads were raised, it was to see the marvels
vanished and the sun shining in its usual
place in the sky.

This is the miracle. It is bevond explan-
ation or denial.

There is nothing to add to these facls so
wondrously divine which are ratified by such
an abundance of proof and by authentic wit-
NESSES.

The Rosary
Salvation Of The World In Peril

At Fatima, as at Lourdes and at Ponl-
main, Mary presents to us the Rosary, peace-
ful weapon which triumphs in warfare.

Always our Mother, Our Lady holds oul
to us across the ages the same saving branch.

The treacherous heresy of the Albigen-
sians threatened, 700 vears ago, lo overwhelm
the social order of Christendom. In vain 5L
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Dominic fought against them. Docile to the
voice of the Blessed Virgin, he armed himself
with the Rosary and he lriumphed.

Three cenluries laler, the powerful
Turkish fleel once again became a menace
to the nations of the West. Al the request of
Pius V, an ardent crusade of the perpetual
f{osary was organized . .. Although ni'i!?ﬁ‘i'n"-‘

erior in nuimbers, the Christian fleet crushed
the Turks at Lepanto and saved civilization.

In 1716 the countless hordes of Islam ad-
vanced again to the very heart of Europe like
a devastaling and irresistible tidal wave. In
Rome, thanks to the influence of the Confra-
ternities of the Rosary, the whole population |
took up the weapon of Marian inlercession,
and soon Charles VI, Holy Roman Emperor, f
conquered the Turks under the very walls of
Vienna,

At this moment, when unbridled attacks
launched by the powers of hell, thrmten(
Christian civilization, our social order, our
homes, our children, our countryv, and the
world, Mary offers to us with malternal i|1--|I
sistence the weapon of salvation: THE
ROSARY,

Christians, listen to the voice of Mary,
take hold of the lifebuoy in the midst of the
storm. Each day take and say your Rosary. |




The Message Of Fatima

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
The First Saturday of the Month

No doubt the future will show that at
FATIMA, on the 13th of July, 1917, the Bless-
ed Virgin wished to inaugurate devolion to
HER IMMACULATE HEART, in the same
way as Our Blessed Lord instituted at Paray-
le-Monial devotion to HIS SACRED HEART.

The importance of this salutary devolion
will become more evident as Christians lend
a more attentive ear to Mary’s call. Lel us
hope that this will not be delayed very long,
and that new and harder trials will not be re-
quired to bring the world to shake off its ap-
athy and to respond to the maternal and
mereiful pleadings of Our Heavenly Mol her.

Read the message of Fatima, and you
will realize that the establishment and prop-
agation of devotion to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary can spare the world lerrible evils.
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
WILL TRIUMPH OF NECESSITY, but this
triumph will be hastened by the docility and
generosity with which we honor and make
elforls to spread Her Kingdom.

This triumph of the Hearl of Mary is of
pital interest lo us . . .

WHY?

For the simple reason that the cessation
of wars which cause much sorrow lo human-
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ity, the establishment of peace among na-
tions, the end of so much suffering, blood-
shed and destruction . . . all this depends on
the establishment of devotion to the Immacu-

late Heart of Mary!

The Vision Of Hell

“The vision concerning which we have
kepl an inviolable secret uniil now look place
on the 13th of July, 1917. It was a vision of
hell.” Here are the very words of Sister Lucy
of Jesus: “The secret”, she says, “consists of
three different revelations, of which I will-tell
vou two, The first was a vision of hell&}ur
Lady showed us a greal sea of fire which
seemed to be under the earth. Immersed in
these flames were the devils and the damned.
They were like transparent furnaces floating
in this fire and carried about by the flames
which came from them. Clouds of smoke
were falling on all sides, like sparks from a
areal fire; the eries and sighs of sorrow and
ol despair were horrifyving and awful. The
devils were distinguished by their horrible
and repulsive shapes of animals, terrifying
and unknown, but transparent and black.
This sight only lasted a momen! and without
the help of Our Heavenly Mother, who had
promised us in the first apparition thal she
would take vs to lljven, I think we should

have died of horror.”

The second rev€lation was the requesl
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to establish the devolion to the Immaculate
ITeart of Mary. On the 13th of June, Our
Lady had consoled Lucy, assuring her that
she would never abandon her and that her
Immaculate Heart would lm her refuge and
the road that leads to God. "Saying lhis, she
opened out her hands, causing to penelrale
into our hearts the brighiness that they
reflected. It seems to me that this was in
order to infuse into us a special knowledge
and love for her Immaculate Heart. Since

that time we have had a more ardent love for
her in our hearts.”

Devotion
To the Immaculate Heart of Mary

God wishes lo establish in the world devotion
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Here is Lucy's description of the second
part of the vision of the 13th of July, 1917:

“After the vision of hell, we raised our
eves to Our Lady, and she said lo us Kindly
but sadly: *You have seen hell where the
souls of sinners go. To save souls, GOD
WISHES TO ESTABLISH IN THE WORLD
DEVOTION TO MY IMMACULATE HEART.
If people do what T have told you, many souls
will be saved and will find peace. The war
is going to end, but if pmnlv do nol cease to
offend God, not much time will elapse and
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precisely during the next Pontificate another
and more terrible war will commence. When
a night illuminated by an unknown light is
seen, know that is the signal which God gives
you that the chastisement of the world for
its many transgressions is al hand through
war, famine, and persecution of the Church
and of the Holy Father. To avoid this, I ask
for the consecration of the world fo my Im-
maculate Heart, and Communion in repara-
tion on the First Saturday of each month,
[f my requests are heard, Russia will be con-
verted and there will be peace. Otherwise,
greal errors will be spread throughout the
world, giving rise to wars and persecutions
against the Church. The good will suffer
martyrdom, and the Holy Father will have
to suffer much. Different nations will be
destroyed: but in the end, my Ilmmaculate
Heart will friumph. The Holy Father will
consecrate sig to me; Russia will be con-
verled, and an era of peace will be granled
lo humanity'.”

Is this clear?

Will the world hear this urgent message
of Our Lady? Will the Christian world spread
this message after the example of the Holy
FFather?

Pope Pius XII has spoken in keeping,
wilh the message of Falima,
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Consecration of the World And of Russia
To the Immaculate Heart of Mary

The 3lst of Oclober, 1942, by Pope Pius X1
af The solemn closing of the Celebrations
in honor of the Apparitions of Falima
held in the Cathedral of Lisbon.

On October 31st, 1942, the entire Portu-
guese Episcopale was united in the Cathedral
of Lisbon in the presence of the Papal Nuncio
and of the mililary and civil authorities Tor
the closing of the jubilee celebralions.

By a magnificent ceremony, which will
go down as the most worthy of memory in
the religious history of Portugal, the Message
of Our Lady of Falima was recalled. FFrom
Rome the voice of the Pope was heard. In
noble language, His Holiness obeyed the mes-
sage of Fatima, and consecrated the world
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

The Consecration

“Queen of the most Holy Rosary, Refuge
of the human race, thou who dosl ever
triumph in God’s battles, we humbly pros-
trate ourselves before thy throne, confident
that we shall receive mercy, grace and boun-
tiful assistance and protection in the present
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calamily, not through our own inadequate
merits, but solely through the great goodness
of thy maternal Heart.

“To thee, to thy Immaculate Heart, in
this, humanity’s tragic hour, we consign and
consecrale ourselves in union not only with
the Mystical Body of thy Son, Holy Mother
Church, now in such sulfering and agony in
s0 many places and sorely tried in so many
ways, bul also with the enlire world, torn by
Ierce slrife, consumed in a fire of hate, vic-
lim of its own wickedness.

“May the sight of the widespread mal-
erial and moral destrucltion, ol the sorrow
and anguish ol counlless fathers and moth-
ers, brothers and sislers, and innocent child-
ren, of lhe great number of lives cut off in
the flower of youth, of the bodies mangled
in horrible slaughter, and of the tortured and
agonized souls in danger of being eternally
losl, move thee to compassion.

“0 Mother of Mercy, oblain peace for us
from God, and above all procure for us those
graces which prepare, establish and secure
peace.

“Queen of Peace, pray for us, and give
lto the world now at war the peace for which
all peoples are longing: peace in the (rulh,
justice, and charity of Christ . . . Give peace
lo the peoples separated by error or by dis-
cord, and especially to those who profess
such singular devotion to thee, and in whose
homes an honored place was ever aecorded
thy venerated ikon (loday perhaps often kept



hidden to awail better days); bring them back
at the one fold of Christ under the one lrue
shepherd.”

The Pope has spoken, and he has sol-
emnly consecrated the world and Russia to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. This is a very
important, an essential gesture. [s if suffic-
ient? 1 dare say NO . . . if the Christian
world does not re-echo the voice of the Pope!
But in these critical days the voice of the
Pope will nol be as a voice in the desert . . .
Christian peoples, anxious lo be saved, will
re-echo this august appeal.

After his example, nalions, dioceses, par-
ishes, families, individual souls will conse-
crate themselves to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, sending up to this throne of mercy and
of maternal love the confident cry of an-
guished souls, of saddened hearts, and of
wounded bodies. Men will find in this virgin-
al and maternal Heart, masterpiece of God’s
power and love, the source of thal true fra-
ternify between classes and nalions.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary, follow-
ing the dictates of her quasi-infinite love for
mankind, will be touched by the call, the
homage, the love of her children, and she
will obtain by her powerful intercession that
God’s anger be appeased and the powers of
hell destroyed, so that the world will enjoy
an era of peace.

God, Who cannot refuse anything to
Mary and Who wishes her Immaculate Heart
to reign, will bestow on the world, thus con-
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secrated to her, pardon for its erimes and true
[raternity in justice and in truth,

Mary, who is strong as an army in battle
array, will be able to conquer and granl vic-
lory to those who proudly stand beneath the
Standard of Her Immaculate Hearl,

It is the Immaculate Heart of Mary, ar-
dent furnace of an incomparable maternal
love, which will cause true fraternily in just-
ice, and justice in truth, to reign in this world
so worn by hatred.

The Little Flower cried out towards the
end of her life: “To love, to be loved, and
come back to earth lo make Love loved.”

The world is heading to destruction by
hatred; and hatred is being nourished by er-
ror, hypocrisy and lies . . . Love alone is
fruitful, construclive: God is Love and Truth
... Humanily will be regeneraled when minds
will return to Eternal Truth and hearls to
Eternal love,

All these gifts, this salvalion, this liber-
ation, God, Author of all good, has placed
in the Immaculate Heart of His Mother.

Come then, one and all, to Her.

Invoke her, honour her Immaculate
Heart, our salvation, our resurrection.

She must reign over all peoples, over the
entire world.
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God Wishes It!

Means for Prﬁrﬁsing and Spreading
this Devotion

1. CONSECRATE yourself to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary—any formula will
do: it must be a sincere geslure, a lervent
prompling of the mind and of the heart, con-
fiding yourself withoutl reserve lo lhe maler-
nal love of Mary.

9. PUT IN THE PLACE OF HONOR in
your home the Image ol the Immaculale
Heart of Mary, reverence this image, conse-
crate the family to Mary, and recite in com-
mon before the picture of Mary your family
prayers.

3. BE FAITHFUL TO THE FIRST SAT-
URDAY of each month by receiving Holy
Communion in reparation and by saying, and
meditaling on, the Rosary. This is the express
request of Mary at Falima, corresponding lo
the first Friday in honor of the Sacred Heart.
It is a means of maintaining and of perfect-
ing this wonderful devotion in the minds and
hearts of the faithful.

4. RECITE as often as possible, even
each day, THE ROSARY, and invoke the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary.

5. REPEAT THE FOLLOWING INVO-
CATIONS:
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Immaculate Heart of Mary, save us!

Immaculate Heart of Mary, thy Kingdom
come!

Immaculate Hearl of Mary, save Russia!

Immaculate Heart of Mary, make my
heart like unto thine!

Immaculate Heart of Mary, save our
country!

6. DO YOUR BEST by medilation and
prayver lo penetrate inlo the ineffable senli-
ments of the Heart of Mary, woman blessed
among all women, Mother blessed among all
maothers, Virgin of Israel, joy, honor, and sal-
valion of the world, because devolion should
not be a mere formality, il should be living,
It should engender in our hearts an aclive
charity, that fraternity of which the hearl is
Lhe symbol and which should be Lhe basis of
the regeneralion of society.

7. PROPAGATE IN EVERY WAY POS5-
SIBLE THIS DEVOTION.

The Immaculale Heart of Mary must
reign in the world to save the world. Acl ac-
cordingly, Become an ardent and indefatig-
able propagator of the devolion. Mary will
reward you a hundredfold in this world and
in the next.

Here we might recall the promise of Our
Lord in reference to the enthronement of the
sacred Heart in the home.

“Those who propagale this devotion shall



have their names inscribed in My Heart and
they will never be effaced.”

May we not hope that Our Lord in His
Mercy will grant the same reward for the en-
thronement of the Immaculate Hearlt of His
Mother in the home?

The Five First Saturdays In Honor Of
Our Lady of Fatima

On the thirteenth of May, 1939, in the
fifth edition of the Official Handbook of the
Pilgrim of Falima, p. 131, His Lordship, the
Bishop of Leiria, caused the following lo be
published:

“It is Our Blessed Lady Herself who, in
our times (through Sister Lucy of Jesus, who
saw the apparitions of Fatima), has deigned
to teach us this devolion of the Five First
Saturdays, the object of which is fo make
reparafion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
for all offenses and oulrages commilled a-
gainst her by ungrateful men.”

This devotion consists of:

1) Going to Confession and Holy Com-
munion on these days;

2) Saying five decades of the Rosary;

3) Meditating on the mysteries of the
Rosary for fifteen minutes;

4) Performing the above exercises with
the intention of making reparation
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
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The Great Promise

Our Blessed Lady said to Sister Lucy of
Jesus:

“My child, behold my Hearl pierced with
thorns which the blasphemies and ingrati-
lude of men drive deeper at every moment,
Do thou, at least, lry to console me, and make
known to men that

{ promise to assist al the hour of death
with the graces necessary for salvation
all those who, on the first Saturday of
five consecutive months, go lo Confes-
sion, receive Holy Communion, say Lhe
Rosary, and spend a quarter of an hour
with me in meditating on the fifteen
Mysteries of the Rosary, with the object
of making reparalion lo me.”

N. B. — Confession may take place in
the week which precedes or follows, provided
that Holy Communion is received in a state
of grace. The meditation may be on one or
several of the Mysteries of the Rosary. It
seems preferable that one mystery should
be taken each month and meditated on in
detail, so that after three repetitions of this
devotion, the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary
will have been meditated.

Devout souls and members of religious
communities have greal facilily for making
these first Saturdays. It is sufficient for them
lo offer their usual Rosary on these days for



the intentions stated above, and to take one
or more Mysteries of the Rosary as the sub-
ject of their morning meditation.

Already on the 13th of June, 1912, the
Holy See had granted a plenary indulgence,
under the usual conditions, to all who, on the
first Saturday of any month, perform special
exercises of depolion in honour of the Im-
mactlate Virgin Mary in reparation for the
blasphemies agains! Her Name and Her pre-
rogalives. (See No. 335 of the Official Collee-
tion: Preces el Pia Opera, 1938).

Our Lady’s request to Sisler Lucy, there-
fore, only confirms and sanctions a devotion
already in existence and approved by the
Church. Thus those who practice the devo-
tion of the Five First Saturdays will thereby
fulfill the condilions required to gain the
plenary indulgence granted by the Holy See.

The Spirit of the Devotion
To the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Why does God wish to save, o renovate
and regenerate the world by the Immaculate
Heart of Mary?

Here are thirteen reasons:

(1) Firstly, (rod is sovercignly free in
His gifts. 1If it pleases Him to grant such ef-
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ficacy to the devotion to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, who would dare to doubt it?
Who would not accept such an admirable
plan? Now, precisely God wishes it God
wishes to establish in the world the devotion
lo the Immaculate Heart,

(2) God gives us everything through
Mary, Universal Mediatrix of all graces. Mary
is the indispensable agent willed by God to
manifest the Divine generosity; generosity
comes from the heart. The Heart of Mary is
the expounder of the Divine liberalily.

(3) After devolion to the Sacred Heart,
it is in the order of Divine Wisdom that the

Immaculate Heart of Mary be honored on the
first Saturday.

(4) God wishes for His Mother a devo-
tion of predilection, a devotion of hyperdulia,
as 18 said in the proverb concerning Our
Lady: “De Maria nunquam satis.”

The devotion to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary is a new jewel in the crown of the glo-
ries of Mary.

(8) The Heart of Mary on Calvary was
imbued with sorrows, especially when the
lance pierced the Sacred Hearl of Her Divine
Son.

The Heart of Mary was crucified on Cal-
pary. It must be very specially glorified to-
day.
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(6) Itis again on Calvary that Mary ac-
cepted us as her children in the person of
St. John: “Behold thy Mother.”

The glory, the grealness, the beauly of
;_]IZHE: I‘-Eﬂther is her maternal love_—it is her

ear

_In the family it is the heart of the mother
which triumphs over the anger of the falher.

(7) In several places the Gospel speaks
of the Heart of Mary,

The aged Simeon forelold lo her that
one day the sword would pierce her Hearl.

In Jerusalem, when she found her Jesus
in the midst of the doctors afler three days
of greal anguish for her malernal Heart, she
came back to Nazareth, meditating in her
Heart the incomprehensible designs of God.

(8) The feast of the Most Pure Hearl of
Mary has been celebrated by the Church for
a long lime. The liturgy inviles us then lo
honor the Immaculate Heart.

(9) A Congregalion was founded in the
17th century in France, by St. John Eudes
under the patronage of the Sacred Hearls o]
Jesus and Mary to propagale devolion to-
wards these hwo Hearts.

(10) Blessed Anthony Clarel founded
during the last century the Congregation of
the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Hear|
of Mary, and several Sisterhoods, for the ex-
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rt*ess purpose of propagaling devotion to the
leart of Our Heavenly Mother,

(11) In Paris, in the very heart of the
city, the celebrated sanctuary of Mary, Our
Lady of Victories, was founded in a ve
providential manner under the impulse of the
Queen of Heaven herself, wishing to be hon-
ored in this place under the title of : Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, Refuge of Sinners.

(12) In this time of immorality and
unrestrained liberty of morals, when accord-
ing to the words of Scripture, “All flesh has
corrupled its ways,” it is in the designs of the
Divine Mercy to cure the world through the

origingl purity of the Immaculate Hearl of
Mary,

(13) Lastly, if God is Charity and love:
Deus earilas est; if the heart is the symbol of
love, if Mary is truly the receplacle of the
(zifts of God, it is Her Heart which becomes
the Source whence starving and exhausted
humanity will come to be nourished and to
drink of that saving Charity which sums up
the law and the prophets, and comprises the
entire Gospel.

The world, for ils cure and recovery, is
nol lacking in money or physical strength,
nor in intelligence—it is wanting in love, it
lacks charity, and it is because il is wanting
in charify and love that it despises truth and
violates justice.
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“It is in the Heart of Mary,” said Blessed
Grignon de Montfort, “that the world will find
again lrue fraternity: it is by the Hearl of

ary that it will obtain pardon and mercy of
God: it is with the Heart of Mary Lhal the
New City will be buill in truth, juslice, and
charilty; il is for the Heart of Mary, for ils
honor and glory thal humanity, grateful and
free, will in the near future increase ils man-
ifestations of love and filial gratitude.”

Divine Approval

From the booklet "Devolion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary”, by the
Claretian Falhers

Divine approval of this devolion was
given to several Saints. Sl Gerlrude was as-
sured by Our Lord Himself thalt those who
lmnnredy Mary's Hearl would quickly leel her
merciful love. SL Brigid heard this consoling
promise from the lips of Jesus: “Ask Me for
favors through the Hearl of My Mother and
you shall obtain whal you desire.”

Among other holy persons who had spe-
cial devolion to Mary's Heart may be men-
tioned St. Mathilde, Venerable Romana An-
gelica, and the saintly Mary Villani. In a vis-
ion Mary Villani heard from Our Lady Her-
self, the following words concerning this de-
volion, “I will be a special Ltlrnicclrrax in life
and in death to those who thus honor me.”
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As lime passed, devolion lo Mary’'s Im-
maculate Heart captivated more and more
hearts of the faithful, but it was slill only a
privale cult. Three requisites were needed
lo make it a public devotion, namely, that it
be (a) performed in the name of the Church:
(b) promulgated by Her ministers: and (¢)
pracliced by acls approved by the Church.

Already in 1640 pious preachers and ap-
oslolic men were exerting their best efforts
lo converl this privale devolion into a public
one. Such zealous sons of the Church as
FFathers Nicholas Boldoni, Philip Marchese,
Paul di Barri, and Venerable Ignatius di
Nente, by their fervor in sermons and wril-
ings helped to popularize lthe devolion to
Mary’s Immaculale Heart.

Confraternity For Laity And
First Publiec Cult

This consisted in the establishment at
Naples of a confraternily for the laily with
Ihe express purpose of honoring the Immac-
ulate Heart. The founder was the Rev, Vin-
cenl Guinigi. Official ecclesiastical approba-
lion was given this Confraternity in 1640,
Thus began the first public cult to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary.
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Apostle of Devotion
To The Immaculate Heart Of Mary

Honor and credit for the spread of de-
votion to the Immaculate Heart are due most
of all to the gloricus St. John Eudes. His
fervent preaching on the love and glories of
Mary’s Heart enshrined it forever in the
hearts of the faithful. The devotion was also
expounded in his numerous wrillen works
with the result that even in the Saint’s own
life-time veneration of the Immaculatle Heartl
was well propagated throughout France.

St. John Eudes also founded two relig-
ious Congregations, one of men and another
one of women, the principal aim of which is
to honor the Most Pure Heart of the Blessed
Virgin. The members of the Congregation
for men founded by him are known as the
Eudists, while the Sisters are known as
“Daughters of Our Lady of Charity.,” The
Saint has likewise the honor of being the
author of the Office and Mass for the feasl
of the Most Pure Heart of Mary, which was
celebrated for the first time in the Cathedral
of Autun on the 8th of February, 1648, with
the permission of Bishop Ragny of thal dio-
cese, By the vear 1672 the feast was observed
with great piety throughout all France.

102



The Popes and the Immaculate Heart

The growth and progress of this devo-
lion were due in no small measure to the
many Ponliffs with whom it found favor and
approval.

The first Papal sanction of the Feast of
the Most Pure Heart of Mary was given by
Pope Pius VI to the Sisters of Nolre Dame
de Corbeil. The same Sovereign Pontiff es-
tablished public devolion to the loving Heart
of the Virgin Mother at Palermo, Sicily. Clem-
enl IX enriched a Confraternity established
to homor Mary’s Immaculate Heart with
many indulgences. His Holiness Pius VII
granted to many dioceses the privilege of
commemorating the feast of the Mosl Pure
Heart of Mary with the Mass and Office of
Our Lady of the Snows. Finally, on July 21st,
1553, the Sacred Congregation of Riles ap-
proved the Office and Proper of the Feast,
composed by the same St. John Eudes.

Modern Apostle Of
Mary’s Immaculate Heart

There remains only one phase in the his-
tory of this devotion which demands our al-
lention, namely, how it has progressed and
spread almost miraculously under the in-
[luence of ils propagators in the nineleenth
and twentieth cenluries.
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Qustanding among the children of the
Church distinguished for their devolion to
the Immaculate Heart during the last cen-
tury is a zealous missionary of an ardent,
apostolic spirit, whom the infallible author-
ity of the Church has raised to her altars,

Blessed Anthony Claret

Blessed Claret expended all the talents
and powers al his command lo spread this
devotion to Mary's Immaculate Heart. To
this end he labored in the court of Queen
Isabelle 11 of Spain, whose confessor and
spiritual adviser he was. Bul the courl was
by no means the only scene of his zeal for the

ropagation of this beautiful devotion. He
abored in very many cities and towns of
Spain, Cuba, the Canary Islands, France and
Italy.

This missionary’s insatiable zeal gave
him no rest as long as there remained souls
in the world who had not heard of the love
and tenderness of Mary’s Hearl. Proof of
this is his unbelievably aclive life, during
which he delivered not less than 25,000 ser-
mons and published very many pious books
and pamphlets. The publications of this
forerunner of Catholic Aclion, as he was call-
ed by Pius XI, reached the colossal number
of eleven million copies. Small wonder, then,
that devotion to the Immaculate Heart al-
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Iracted hundreds of thousands of new devo-
lees, when such a lover of Mary as Blessed
Claret dedicated himself to the lask of pro-
moling it,

His Plans

In order lo insure the continuance of this
devolion to the Immaculate Heart, Blessed
Claret founded or took a most important role
in founding such Congregalions of Sisters as:
Lhe Sisters of the Immaculate Heart, the Sis-
lers of Mary Immaculate, and the Daughlers
of the Heart of Mary. His chiefl foundation,
however, was the Congregation of the Mis-
sionary Sons of the Immaculate Hearl of
Mary.

From the very first day of their exist-
ence, July 16, 1849, to the present time these
Missionaries have labored to bring people
nearer to Mary’s Immaculate Heart. This
they have done by preaching missions, giv-
ing retreats, conducting seminaries, educat-
ing youth, publishing more than one hundred
and ten magazines in many languages, all
with the primary intention of propagating
devotion lo the Heart of their Heavenly
Mother, The Claretians, as these Missionar-
ics are also known, have brought this devo-
tion to almost all the countries of the globe,
and have spared neither time nor labor to
bring about the consecration of the world to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
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During the late Spanish Civil War the
Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary added a new, brilliant chapter to their
already glorious history of zeal for the Heart
of their Heavenly Mother. More lhan ftwo
hundred and seventy of these Missionaries
were cruelly put to death for the sole crime
of being priests and religious. Heroically dis-
regarding the most barbarie tortures to which
they were subjected, they all remained true
Sons of the Immaculate Heart to their lasl
breath. Many of them marched to their place
of execution singing hymns of praise to the
Heart of Mary in spile of their executioners’
efforts to silence them. The death-cry of all
was, “Long live the Immaculale Heart of
Mary!” They offered their blood to God in
a special manner for the spread of lhe devo-
tion to Mary’s Heart.

The last words of one of these martyrs,
preserved for us by one of his brethren who
was subsequently released due to his foreign
citizenship, will perhaps best show their
feelings as they wenl to meel death. Asked
if he had anything to say before being shol,
he answered, “The only thing I have lo say is
that I die very happy . . . I offer my blood
for the reign of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in
Spain and I also offer il in a H]]w-:‘.inl manner
for the reign of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!” (These were the words of a young
man who would have been ordained priest
one month later).

The last, crowning page in the progress
and development of this devotion, as we have
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seen, was written on December 8, 1942, when
His Holiness Pope Pius XII consecraled the
Church and the entire world to this glorious
Hearl. May it reign forever over our hearts
and the hearls of all men!

The Prayer Of The Angel

([requently said by the children of Falima)

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope, and
love You. I ask pardon for those who do nol
believe, who do not adore, who have no hope,
and who do not love You. (Three times.)

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy
Gihost, I offer to You, and I adore them, the
very precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, present in all the
Tabernacles in the world, in veparation for
the outrages by which He is Himsell' of-
fended.

By the infinite merits of His Sacred
Heart and Ly the intercession of the Immacu-
lale Heart of Mary, I beg of You the convei-
sion of sinners.

N.B.—The children said this prager
kneeling, with their heads bowed touching

the ground. An Angel taught them this
prayer.
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The Radio Address Delivered By
His Holiness Pope Pius XIl At The Close
Of The Silver Jubilee Of Fatima
October 31st, 1942

Venerable Brethren and Beloved Children:

Benedicite Deus caeli ¢l coram omnibus
viventibus confitemini Ei quia fecil vobis-
cum misericordiam suam (Tobias 12, G).
“Bless ye the God of heaven, give glory lo
Him in Lhe sight of all thal live because He
hath shewn His mercy to you.”

More than once during Llhis year of
graces, you have gone in devout pilgrimage
o the holy mount of Falima, bearing wilh
vou Lhe hearls of all believing Portugal, to
lay at the feel of your Virgin Palroness, in
that oasis brealhing forth the perfume of
faith and piety, the filial lribule of your per-
fect love. It has been a homage of gratilude
for the immense benefils received by vou in
these latter limes, and a confident entreaky
that She would continue Her patronage over
your couniry from end o end, warding from
it the great tribulation which lorments the
world.

We, Who as common Father of the faith-
ful make Our own both the sorrows and lhe
joys of Our children, unite Ourselves wilh
you with all the affection of Our heart, lo
praise and thank the Lord, Giver of all good
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lhil‘ifs, lo thank Him especially for the graces
of Her by whose hands the Divine munifi-
cence pours forth on you these torrents of
grace. We do so all the more willingly since,
with filial delicacy, it has been your desire,
in the midst ol this solemn Eucharistic pray-
er and Jubilee of Our Lady of Falima, lo as-
sociate yourselves with the twenty-fifth an-
niversary of Our Episcopal Consecralion.

The Holy Virgin Mary and the Vicar on
earth of Christ are two devolions profoundly
Porluguese, united in the heart of Portugal
“most faithful” from the very dawn of her
nationality: for the very first reconquered
lands—the nucleus of the fulure Nalion—
were consecraled lo the Mother of God as the
terra de Santa Maria, the land of Holy Mary,
and scarcely had the kingdom been establish-
ed when it was placed under the protection
of Saint Peler.

1. Gratitude

The first and greatest duly of man is
gratitude. Nothing is so acceplable lo God as
a soul grateful for the graces and benelfits
which it has received. And you owe a greal
debt to the Virgin, Mistress and Patroness ol
your country. In a tragic hour of darkness
and confusion when the Portuguese Ship of
State__the course of ils most glorious lradi-
tions having been losl—was lossing in Lhe
o' hreistian and anti-National storm, and
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seemed to rush towards certain shipwreck
(all unconscious of actual dangers and still
less of those to come: dangers which, in any
case, mere human prudence, how far-seeing
soever, could nol have discerned at the lime),
Heaven lovingly intervened, and from out the
dark shone light; chaos gave place lo order;
lo the tempest succeeded calm. And Porlugal
can rediscover and knit together again the
lost thread of its most noble traditions of the
“most faithful Nation,” to follow in our dav
(as in the time when Christian daring lo ex-
lend the law of eternal life was never want-
ing in the Pequena Casa Lusitana) the course
of glory proper to a crusading and missionary
People,

Honour to those worthy men who were
the instrumenls of Providence for so great
an enlerprise, but, first of all, glory, benedic-
tion, and thanksgiving to the Virgin, Mistress,
Queen, and Mother of lhe Terra de Santa
Maria which She has saved a thousand limes,
and always succours in tragic hours. And
this She did so manifestly in what was per-
haps the most lragic of all, thal alreadv in
1934 Our predecessor Pius XI of immorlal
memory (in the Apostolic Letter Ex officiosis
litleris) hore wilness to the extraordinary
benefits with which the Virgin Mother of God
had favoured your country. Yel, al that date,
there was no thought of the vow of May, 1936,
against the red peril so dangerously near and
s0 unexpectedly warded off. Then there was
not the fact of marvellous peace which, in

110



spite of all and everything, Portugal contin-
ues to enjoy—with all the sacrifices which
il  necessilates, immensely less ruinous
though they must ever be than those of this
war ol extermination thal is destroying the
world. Today, when a very almosphere of
miracle envelops Portugal —manifesting it-
self in numerous prodigies of grace and con-
version (florescent in lhis perfumed Spring
of Catholic life and pledge of fruits mosl
excellent) : yes, today with much greater rea-
son do we recall Her beneficence,

We must confess thal the Molher of God
has heaped upon us benefits truly extraordi-
nary. There rests on you the sacred duty of
giving Her infinite thanks. That you have
shown yourselves grateful during this year
We know well. Most pleasing to Heaven must
have been lhe ofTicial acts of homage, more
moving sltill the sacrifices of little children,
the sincere penance and prayer of the
humble. Your acls are emblazoned on the
scrolls of God: the apotheosis ol Our Lady
ever Yirgin during Her progress from the
Sanctuary of Fatima lo the Capitol of the
Empire on the memorable days of last April
eighth and twelfth (perhaps the greatest
manifestalion of laith in the eight centuries
ol your country’s history); the national pil-
grimage on May thirteenth, that day ol heroic
sacrifice when, in spite of cold and rain, and
enormous distances lo be travelled on foot,
Lhere were gathered together in Falima hun-
dreds of thousands of pilgrims lo pray, give
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thanks, and make reparation, amongsl
whom, gleaming with fresh beauty, slood
proudly out the Juventude Catholica; the
pageant ol youlh belonging to the Eucharistic
Crusade in which the little children, so be-
loved by Jesus, could with childlike confid-
ence and innocence protest to the Mother of
(zod that they had done all She had asked—
prayers, Communions, sacrifices in thou-
sands—and for this reason could supplicate:
Our Lady of Fatima, now we are alone with
You, say to Your Divine Son one single word
and the world shall be saved, and Porlugal
be free, entirely free, from the scourge of
war. The precious crown of gold and pre-
cious stones, still more the perfect love and
generous sacrifices which wyou offered lo
your Heavenly Palroness in the Sancluary of
Fatima as a symbol and perpelual remem-
brance of enduring thankfulness: these and
other splendid demonstrations which vou
have made in every diocese and parish duor-
ing this jubilee vear under the guidance of
the Episcopate, show clearly how the faith-
ful Portuguese people acknowledges wilh
gratitude, and wishes to pay, ils immense
debt to its Heavenly Queen and Molher.

2, Confidence

Gratitude for the past is a pledge of con-
fidence for the future. God demands that we
give Him thanks for benefits received, nol
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because He needs our gralitude but thal our
gratitude may move Him lo grant us benefils
greater still. For the same reason it is proper
lo say that the Mother of God, accepting your
thanksgiving, will not leave Her work in-
complete, She will continue unfailingly the
patronage extended to you up lo now, and
preserve you from grealer calamities. But in
order that this confidence may nol be pre-
sumpluous, il is necessary thal each, recogniz-
ing his own responsibilities, endeavor to do
nolhing that would make him unworthy of
the special favour of the Virgin Mother; rath-
er must everyone sirive more and more to
conciliate Her motherly love. We must listen
lo the maternal counsel which She gave al the
marriage feast of Cana, and do all that She
says. She tells us all to do penance—penilen-
tinm agile— to amend our lives and flee
from sin, which is the principal cause of the
awful chastisement with which Eternal Just-
ice punishes the world. She bids us be, in a
world given over to materialism and pagan
propaganda, a sun of light to save and en-
lighten it. She bids us to cultivate purity, and
reflect the holy auslerity of the Gospel. She
hids us boldly, cost whal il mav—as avowed
the Juventude Catholica at Falima—live as
sincere, convinced, infegral Catholics. More
still, She bids us, out of the fulness of Christ,
lo diffuse around us, near and far, the per-
fume of Christ, and by constant prayer —
especially the daily Rosary—as well as by
such sacrifices as zeal inspires, lo win for
sinful souls the life of grace and life eternal.
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Doing these things you may call confi-
dently on the Lord: ﬁu will hear you, Ap-
proaching lovingly the Mother of God, She
will answer: Here I am! Then he will not
walch in vain who defends the city, for the
Lord will watch with him and defend it, and
the house built on the foundations of a “new
order” will be securer because the Lord has
founded it. Happy the people whose Lord is
God and whose Queen is the Mother of God!
She will intercede and God will bless His
people with that peace which is a compen-
dium of all blessings. Dominus benedicet po-
pulum suum in pace.

3. Supplication

Bul you must not be blind to what is
going on around you. Who can be unmoved
al sight of the immense tragedy thal agonizes
the world? The greater the mercies for which
today you thank Our Lady of Falima, the
more assured the confidence you place in Her
for the future, the nearer vou feel Her to be,
prolecling you under Her mantle of light, the
more lragic appears, by contrast, the fale of
s0 many nalions torn to pieces by the greal-
est calamily in hislory. Awe-inspiring man-
ifestation of Divine Juslice! Let us trembling-
ly adore, and yet not doubt of the Divine mer-
c¢y. Our Father is in heaven and does not
forget us, not even in the day of His wrath:
Cum iratus fueris, misericordiae recorda-
beris.
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Now that the fourth year of war has
dawned more sombrely than those thal went
before in Lhis disastrous and destructive con-
flict, more than ever only utter confidence in
rod can be of avail; voiced, before the Divine
T'hrone, by a Mediatrix such as She whom
one of Our predecessors, during the first
world war, directed should be invoked as
Uueen of Peace. Lel us call on Her once
more, for She alone can help, She whose ma-
lernal Heart was moved by Lhe evils grown
big in your country and from which She so
marvellously rescued it. Compassionaling
the distress arising from the immense tribu-
lation wherewith the justice of God punishes
the world, She has already pointed out, be-
lorehand, the way of salvation by prayer and
penance. She can not withhold from us Her
motherly tenderness nor the efficacy of Her
palronage.

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Help of
Christians, Refuge of the human race, Con-
queror in all the great battles of God, we sup-
pliantly bow down before Thy throne., We
are confident of winning Thy pily and of
finding favour and present aid in these ca-
lamitous days: nol because of our deserving
for we have none, bul relying solely on the
goodness of Thy Maternal Heart, In this trag-
ic hour of human history, as Common Falther
of the greatest Christian family and Vicar of
Him to Whom is given all power in heaven
and on earth, and from Whom We have re-
ceived the care of all souls redeemed by His
Blood, We give, We entrust, We consecrate lto
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Thee and to Thy Immaculate Heart the Holy
Church, Mystical Body of Thy Jesus, suffer-
ing and bleeding in so many places. And not
only the Church, but also the whole world,
torn asunder by internal discords, aflame
wilh the fires of hatred, and viclim of its own
wickedness.

Oh, be moved al the spectacle of such
moral and material ruin; of such suffering
and agony of fathers and mothers, of hus-
bands and wives, brothers and sislers and in-
nocent little children: of so many lives cul
short in the flower of their age; of so many
bodies lacerated in this dreadiul carnage; of
s0 many souls tortured and agonizing, of so
many souls in danger of being lost eternally.

Do Thou, O Mother of Mercy, entreat
peace for us from God, and those graces
which in one momenl can converl evil hearts
—graces which prepare, conciliale, and as-
sure peace. Queen of Peace, pray lor us and
give the world at war the peace desired by
the nalions: peace in the Truth, the Charity,
and the Justice of Christ. Give them peace
in body and soul, so that the Kingdom of God
may come in the tranquillity of order.

Exlend thy protection to the infidel and
to those who still sit in the shadow of death:
give them peace and make the Sun of Truth
shine on them, so that wilh us they may ex-
claim, before the only Saviour of the world:
(iloryv to God in the highest and peace on earth
to men of good will.

Give peace to those peoples separated
(from the Church) by error and discord, par-
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ticularly those who have professed a special
devolion to Thee—so thal there was no house
that did not display ils veneraled icon (now
put away in hiding against a better day) ; give
them peace and bring them back to the one
fold of Christ, under the one lrue shepherd.

Grant perfect peace and truth to the Holy
Church of God. Stem the mounting flood of
wholly material neo-paganism, and stir up
in the faithful a love of purily, the praclice
of Christian living and apostolic zeal, so thal
the people who serve God may increase in
merit and in number.

Finally, as to the Heart of Thy Jesu-
were consecrated the Church and the human
race, placing all their hopes in Him as pledge
of victory and salvabion, so from this day
forth lel them be consecraled for ever also
lo Thee and Thy Immaculate Heart, to Thee
our Molher and Queen of the world, that Thy
love and palronage may haslen the trinmph
of the Kingdom of God. May all generalions
al peace among themselves and with God
proclaim Thee blessed and wilh Thee chant
Irom pole to pole, the endless Magnifical of
alory, love and thanksgiving, to the Hearl of
lesus, in Whom alone are o be found Trulth,
and Life, and Peace.

Trusting thal these Our supplications
and yours may be favourably received by the
Divine Good-pleasure, We impart, as pledge
of heavenly graces, with Our love and father-
ly affection, the Apostolic blessing: to you.
heloved Cardinal Patriarch, you, Venerable
Brethren snd your clergy: that the grace of
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the Most High may make vour labours ever
more fruitful; to the Most Excellent Presi-
dent of the Republic; lo the Hlustrious Chiof
of State, Members of the Government, and
other civil authorities: that, in this hour of
unique difficulty, Heaven may continue lo
assist your activities for the common good
for peace; to Our beloved children one and
all of Portugal, on the Conlinent, in the Is-
lands, and beyond the seas. May the Virgin
Mother confirm the work She has deigned to
do in you.

Great National Processions
With the Pilgrims at Fatima

Pilgrimages to Fatima usually arrive
there on the afternoon of the 12ih of each
month, and are especially numerous in the
months from May to October. Lel us join in
spirit one of these pilgrimages and see whai
takes place during them.

The first collective act of homage 1o Our
Lady of the Rosary of Fatima is the torch-
light procession, This starts about len o'clock
on the night of the 12th. In the great Nation-
al Processions from May to Oclober many
hundred thousands of people have taken pard.
On the 13th of May, 1931, when all Portugal
headed by the Cardinal Patriarch of Lishon
and the Papal Nuncio, assembled in Cova da
Iria for the solemn dedication of Portugal to
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the Sacred Heart of Mary, there must have
been at least 300,000 persons bearing candles
lo swell the sea of light which spread over
the immense amphitheatre among the hills.

The processions al Falima, an eye wil-
ness tells us, are quite different from the
“Processions aux flambeaux” at Lourdes.
“At Lourdes you seem lo see a great river of
light flowing through the plain. Al Falima
it is a sea of light which tosses and tumbles
before your astonished gaze, and in the midst
of Lhis sea flows a river of still more intense
light, forcing a way for ilself’ with gigantic
windings.”

The multitude sings untiringly canticles
to Our Lady of Fatima having its own version
of the beloved Lourdes Ave, or answers the
Rosary which is given out from the balcony
of the Pavilion of the sick and reaches the
immense multitude by the help of eight loud
speakers.

The procession, which in the bigger pil-
grimages may last until midnight, is ended
wilth the singing of the Credo by a massed
choir, embracing that immense maultitude.
Dr. Fischer, describing his impressions of the
pilgrimage of May, 1929, wriles:

“These choral melodies of the Credo of
the Holy Mass, sung by several hundred
lhousand voices, sung at midnight, sung in
the glow of the countless tapers, grip one in
a manner that no tongue can describe. One’s
thoughts go back to the Catacombs. Are not
these melodies, these glowing lights, these
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masses of men and women, a flaming prolest
of the spirit of sacrifice and prayer against
the errors of this world of ours sinking in sin
and unbelief?”

Precisely al twelve begins the Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament, for which Our
Lady had asked, so that reparation might be
made to her Son in her Sanctuary for all the
sins of the world,

This night adoration was first held in
the parish church of Fatima, but since Sep-
tember 13, 1927, it has been lransferred to the
Chapel of the Apparitions in Cova da Iria.

Dr. Fischer will be only too happy Lo al-
low us to take part in this night of adoration
and reparation in his company. Describing
what he saw in Cova da Iria on the night of
May 12-13, 1929, he wriles:

“His Excellency the Bishop of Leiria
goes to the loud speaker and gives out in those
rich melodious and clear tones of his voice
the five Joyful Mysteries. Not less than six
times does he address himsell lo the mulli-
tude, recommending to their pravers firsi,
the Holy Father, who has shown such a deep
interest in Fatima, then the Cardinal Pa-
triarch of Lisbon, the Portuguese Episcopacy,
the Bishop of Algarve (who had just arrived
al the head of a pilgrimage from his diocese)
and lastly a poor lady who had been run over
and instantaneously killed by a lorry at Fa-
tima that day in the presence of her invalid
husband and priestly son—all pilgrims lo
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Fatima. One’s thoughts recall Good Friday
and Mother Church praying for all classes of

humaml]y—and the people’s part therein,
OUremus! Flectamus genual”

At 2:30 or 3:00 o'clock A. M. the priesls
begin the celebration of the Holy Mass—
somelimes there are aboul three hundred of
them! The numbers approaching the Sacra-
ments are enormous, and everywhere priesis
are to be seen wilh a crowd of penitenls wait-
ing their turn to approach the Holy Tribunal.
Among them, thank God, are many straved
sheep who, t]11uu;.,h the door Our Lady open-
ed at F'l’uma, have sought re- admission to the
Fold of the Good Sheplmrd. In this connec-
lion a priest tells a strange story:

“At one o’'clock in the morning of May
13, 1930, I saw a young man of nineteen ap-
proach my confessional. ‘Father,” was his as-
tonishing request, ‘I want you to hear my
confession, gwn me Holy Communion, and
baptize me." I spoke some words of encour-
agement to him, and made an appointment
with him for a later hour. ‘I came here to see
what it was like,” he explained, ‘bul perceiv-
ing the faith and fervour of the pilgrims I
have felt something within me which urges
me to become a Christian like them!" ™

On anolher occasion the Bishop of Leiria
was imparlting the Eucharistic Blessing lo the
sick when a distinguished looking gemlu‘:mu
was seen kneeling among the ‘ﬂlff[lLlH, as if
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he wanled to receive that Benediction, He was
lold it was exclusively meanl for the sick.
“I know Lhat well,” he replied, “bul alas! I
am sick of soul.” Greally louched, His Excel-
lency stopped, raised up the Monsirance, and
made over the kneeling figure a great Sign of
the Cross. A sick soul had found the way to
healing!

The most remarkable circumslance in
connection with Falima is the enormous
number of Holy Communions distributed 1o
the Faithful. “Today,” wriles one priest, de-
scribing the evenis of Oclober, 1929, “lhere
were Lwelve of us priesls giving Holy Com-
munion, and 28,000 communicants. What
struck me most was that on the esplanade,
where we were engaged in our minisiry, Lthere
was lhe mosl absolule silence, though one
hundred thousand persons were galhered
there.” Another wriles: “There were on the
allar two enormous ciboriums, each contain-
ing 6,000 Hosts, and it was necessary lo con-
secrate both of them two or three times over.
I mysell distributed the Bread of Angels for
two hours and a half without interruption.
During part of this time I was accompanied
by an officer in full-dress uniform, wearing
all his decorations, and carrying a lantern,
and a barrister bearing a paten. The former
aflerwards told me he rarely wears full dress,
but here al Falima he did it to honour the
Blessed Mother, and as a public profession of
faith.”

Every pilgrimage brings ils sick, and
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somelimes there are hundreds of them.
Those declared incurable by their own doc-
lors are examined a-new by doctors at Fatima,
many of them non-Catholics. Then they are
carried to the pavilion reserved for lhem.
There at noon Mass is celebrated for them,
and each in turn receives the Benediction im-
}ll:u'tun:l by the Bishop with the Eucharistic
1ost.

A little before the Mass of the Sick takes
place the Procession during which the Statue
of Our Lady of Fatima is borne from the
Chapel of the Apparilions lo the Pavilion of
the Sick; it is held amid scenes of indescrib-
able enthusiasm, each person in the wvasl
crowd waving a white handkerchief, and the
great amphithealre seems to one who looks
back on it as if it were filled with enormous
flights of snowy doves. There follows a rain
of rose leaves scattered by the hands of the
pilgrims, or from the airplanes that circle
overhead to erown Our Lady's lriumph!

A Great Basilica

On May 13, 1928, the first stone of a great
Basilica dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary
of Fatima was laid with accustomed solem-
nity. On this occasion, among the pious pil-
grims was the wife of the Presidenl of the
Executive Council of the Portuguese Govern-
ment. A year later Doctor Fischer found the
automobiles of two slatesmen themselves
drawn up before the porch of the local hotel
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— though neither General Carmona nor
Colonel de Freitas went to the length of lak-
ing lif]arl in the demonstralion ot honor lo
Our Lady of the Rosary. However, the good
will of the “powers thal be” has been thus,
al least lacilly, expressed; and the news,
therefore, thal the Portuguese Government
has already had the plans drawn for the fu-
ture cily of Fatima is not so surprising.

The Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary
of Falima, which is to form ils central point,
will be a beautiful and imposing slructure.
Around the great nave will be fourleen chap-
els, which, with the High Altar, will represent
the fifteen mysleries ol the Rosary. To the
right of the Basilica the chapel for the con-
fessions of men already exisls, and il is to be
faced on the left by a similar one for women.
Behind the little chapel of the apparilions a
hospilal is in course of erection, and probab-
Iy complete by this time. Here is housed the
“Bureau des Conslalations Médicales,” where
a similar procedure is followed with respect
to the verificalion of cures as at Lourdes.

Like Lourdes, too, Falima has ils Bran-
cardiers and volunteer nurses, grouped into
lwo associalions called respectively, “Servos
and “Servas™ ol Our Lady of the Rosary of
Fatima. Up to date they number more than
four hundred. The Bishop of Leiria recently
inaugurated the ‘enclosed retreat movement,’
of which he desires lo make Falima a centre,
by relreats given to each of these divisions.
They were followed by a course of spiritual
exercises for doctors and students.
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Cures at Fatima

Have there been many cures at Fatima?
Let the following accounl answer that ques-
tion:

“From May, 1926, until December, 1928,
5,348 sick were registered at the ‘Bureau des
Constatations Médicales.” Among these 260
cures have been officially vouched for. They
include cases of cancer, consumption, blind-
ness, meningitis, peritonitis, Polt’s disease,
ele. Some of these cures were inslanlancous;
five took place on the application of medals
and pictures of Our Lady of Falima, two be-
fore the statue; six during the recitation of
lhe Rosary; six during the blessing of Lhe
sick; and seventy on the application of the
waler from the miraculous fountain.

“A wvery remarkable cure was that of
little Manuel Conceicao a little boy of seven.
who had been attended by four doclors of
Lthe highest distinction at Braga and pro-
nounced by them an incurable case of Pott's
disease. His mother brought him to Falima
on October 12, 1927, and spent hours praying
for the cure of her afflicted child before the
statue in the Chapel of the Apparitions. It
seemed thal her prayers were not to be grant-
ed, and with a sorrowful hearl the molher
bent her steps homeward. She was obliged to
break the journey at Coimbra, where they
spent the night, and there she found that little
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Manuel was complelely cured! She brought
him home to Braga and had the four doctors,
who had already examined him, examine
him again. Their verdict was that the cure
was complete, and inexplicable on any scien-
tific principle. The whole city of Braga
flocked to see the small miracle, and the pa-
pers devoted a great deal of attenlion to the
case. So Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima
has many devout clients in Braga.”

But not Braga alone but every city nay,
every village of Porlugal, was represented in
the enormous pilgrimage of last May when,
in the moving words of the Cardinal Patri-
arch of Lisbon, the Bishops of Portugal led
their people “to return thanks for the honor
Our Lady of the Rosary had done them in
visiting their country, consecraling Portu-
guese soil by placing her throne of mercy in
Fatima whence to all she shows Jesus the
Saviour of the world.”
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The Angel Of Peace
Prepares The Seers Of Fatima

For quite some time prior to the Appari-
tions of Qur Lady of Falima, the three shep-
herd children had been receiving unexpect-
ed visils from an Angel, by way of prepar-
ation for their fulure mission.

World War 1 was in ils second vear,
when on March 9th, the German Alliance de-
clared war on Portugal, because of an inter-
national incident, whereby Portugal had been
lorced to seize all refugee ships in her ports.

The Angel Of Peace

Towards the end of the Spring of 19186,
while Portugal was hastily and feverishly
preparing for war, due to the incident men-
tioned above, the three fulure Seers of Fati-
ma were tending the sheep of their parents
on the slopes of the hill of Cabeco. At noon a
heavy shower forced them to take shelter in
a cave hidden in the trees. Here, they partook
of their modest mid-day repast, and reciled
the Rosary—a custom inculcaled in them by
good Christian parents—and then resumed
their duties and play.

A sudden gust of wind caused them to
pause and look up, and behold, they saw a
white cloud approach towards them and as-
sume a human form, resembling a statue of
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snow, made to glitter by the action of the sun-
rays. As it approached nearer to them, the
three shepherd children beheld the form, of
a superhuman beauly, of a boy about six-
teen years of age.

“Fear not,” he said, “I am the Angel of
Peace. Pray with me.” Kneeling down, the
Angel placed his forehead on the ground, and
three times said: “My God, I believe, I adore,
I hope, I love You, I ask pardon for those
who do not believe, nor adore, nor hope, nor
love You.” (1)

Then rising, he said: “Pray thus. The
holy Hearts of Jesus and Mary will allow
themselves to be louched by your supplica-
fions.”

Lucy informs us that the Angel disap-
peared after this event, but the words were
s0 deeply imprinted on their minds that they
were unable to forget them. Commenting on
this, Lucy said: “From thal day forward we
often remained prostrate for long hours in
the Angel's attitude, repealing this prayer,
until we fell exhausted.”

Second Apparition Of The Angel

On another occasion, ahout July or Au-
gust of 1916, the three future Seers of Fatima
were playing near a well in the garden of

(1) The Blshop of Leiria has granted an indulgenee
of 100 days, cach time, to the praver of the Angel. (Manual
do poregring ds Falimn 1-1-"45.)
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Lucy’s parents, when the same Angel sud-
denly appeared and spoke lo them thus:
“What are you doing? Pray very much; the
holy Hearls of Jesus and Mary have designs
of mercy on you. Offer conlinually o the
Lord prayers and sacrifices in reparation for
the nitmerous sins which offend Him, and in
supplicalion for the conversion of sinners.
T'ry then to bring peace fo your couniry. I
am its Guardian Angel. Above all accept and
bear with submission the sufferings which it
will please the Lord to send jou.”

“Those words,” writes Lucia, “engraved
themselves on our minds like a living light,
making us understand how much the good
(rod loves us, how much He wishes to be loved
by us, how greatl is the value of sacrifices,
and how by them the Lord converls sinners.
Henceforth we made a habit of offering the
Lord whatever mortified us . . . and we con-
tinited to repeat each day the Angel's prayer
for long hours . ..."

The Angel Appears A Third Time

As usual the children led their sheep to
the hill of Cabeco. They continued to do this
daily. About two months or so later, they
had just finished their mid-day repast, and
retired to the cave to recite their Rosary, and
to spend some time reciting the Angel’s
prayer, when the Angel came again.
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They had already reciled the Angel’s
prayer several limes, when suddenly, they
were surrounded by an extraordinary light.
Rising in wonder, they beheld the Angel, who
was holding a Chalice in his hands. The
Chalice was surmounted by a Host, from
which drops of Blood flowed into the Chal-
ice. .. leaving the Chalice and Host suspended
in mid-air, the Angel knell beside the lhree
shepherd children and made them say three
times the following prayer: “Most Holy Trin-
ity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghos!, I of fer lo
You, and I adore them, the Most Precious
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinily of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, present in all the Tab-
ernacles in the world, in reparation for all
the oulrages committed against them: and b
the infinile merits of His Sacred Hearl,
through the intercession of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, I pray for the conversion of
poor sinners.” (1)

Then rising, the Angel took the Host
which he gave to Lucia, and then took the
Chalice which he divided between Jacinta and
Francisco, saying: “Receive the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ horribly oulraged by
ungrateful men. Make reparalion for their
sins and console your God.”

Prostrating himself on the ground, as if
in thanksgiving, the Angel repeated three
times the prayver: “Maost Holy Trinity, Father,

{1} The Bishop of Lelria has pranted an indulgence
al 104 days each time to the praver of Lhe Angel. (Manual
do peregriwo dia FPatima, 1-1-'45.%
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son, and Holy Ghost, 1 offer to You, and
I adore, the most Precious Body, Blood, Soul
and Divinily of Our Lord Jesus Chrisl, pres-
ent in all tabernacles in the world, in repara-
fion for all the oulrages commitled against
them, and by the infinite merils of His Sacred
Heart, through the intercession of the Im-
mactlale Heart of Mary, I pray for the con-
version of sinners.”

The children remained prostrate on the
ground in adoration, repeating over and over
again the prayer of the Angel taught them in
first and second apparition.

They continued in prayer for hours, be-
ing intimately seized by deep supernatural
recollection. And during these long hours of
prayer in the cave, their sheep atlended to
themselves in the pastures in some myster-
ious way. It was only at the approach of
dusk, that Francisco suggested that they re-
turn home with their flock.

The Meaning Of The
Apparitions Of The Angel

What is the meaning of these extraordi-
nary visits of the Angel, the reality of which
is assured us by official documents publish-
ed at Fatima and Rome? Doclor Fonseca, S.J.,
of the Biblical Institute of Rome, who has
made a elose study of all the documenls re-
lating to Fatima, and whose “Le Meraviglie
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di Fatima” has reached numerous editions,
the fourth of which received the Imprimatur
of the Vicar General of Vatican Cily, says:
“It is evident that they were but a preparation
and an orientalion. They prepared for the
great apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima in
1917, and they directed the praver of the three
children against future assaults of the great
modern pagan movements, which profess
i‘nﬂt to believe, nor adore, nor hope, nor
ove.”

The Triple Message Of Fatima:
Penance, Rosary, And Devotion
To The Immaculate Heart Of Mary

To betler understand the Message of Fa-
tima the distinction between the Message and
the Prodigies must be clearly understood.

The Message of Our Lady of Fatima con-
stitutes the objective or end of the appari-
tions, while the Prodigies are only the means
of proving the divine and heavenly origin
of the Message.

And while we may marvel at these prod-
igies, especially the great solar prodigy, the
important thing for us to do and remember,
is to put inlo practice the recommendalions
made by Our Lady of Fatima.

The recent publication of official docu-
ments enables us to better understand the pur-

ose of the apparitions of Our Lady at

alima.
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There is, however, a portion of the Mes-
sage of Fatima that has nol yel been revealed
to the world. That will be announced al the
proper lime, al God’s pleasure. Yel, we are
enabled lo trace the conneclion of evenls of
Fatima.

Ungrateful mankind had forgotten God.
They had foolishly deified the flesh, and
ignored Jesus, His Church, and lhe Com-
mandments, The sins of a2 modern and lib-
eral world had increased and become too
great.

God, in His Juslice, decided Lhat a period
of castigalion was necessary. Bul Our Bles-
sed Mother, moved by a maternal love and
pity, interceded with her Divine Son for a
postponement of this terrible act, and chas-
lisement was postponed,

It was then that the Blessed Mother ap-
peared at Falima with the Heavenly Message,
and accompanied by many Prodigies to prove
that the Message was of divine origin. Yet
this was not enough for a wicked world. The
instructions and recommendations of the
Message of Falima were not heeded, and Di-
vine Justice resumed its course in a war that
was the most horrible that the world had ever
wilnessed,

Yet the Divine Mercy of God still pre-
vails, and Our Lady of Fatima is still un-
ceasing in her intercessions for our concern.
Let us remember thal the danger is not vet
over. Do you not hear the rumblings of an-
olher world upheaval under foot? The allies
of Satan—pink to blood red, are on the march,
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endeavouring to formulate a new civilization,
tulminaiing in a humanity without God,

There is slill time to avoid another cas-
tigation from the hand of God. If men but
heed the Message of Fatima, the chaslisement
which if not completely avoided, will at least
be mitigated. Well may we join with Cardi-
nal Schuster in saying: “If we comply [aith-
fully with the demands,” he wrote “Our Lady
of Falima promises us the cessation of lhe
war, the return of Russia to the Catholic
unily, and the beginning of a new era of
apostolale and conquest for the Catholic
Church.”

Let us therefore study well the lriple
Message of Falima—thal of PENANCE, RO-
SARY, and DEVOTION TO THE IMMACU-
LATE HEART OF MARY_—that through its
faithful practice and promotion we may ef-
ficaciously draw down the blessing of God
on this world. To this end we shall set forth
the ftriple Message under its respective
headings in the three following chaplers.

Penance

In each of the Apparitions of Our Lady
of Fatima, she asked pravers and sacrifices
for the conversion of sinners, and reparation
for the sins of the world. Finally, at the las!
Apparition on October 13th, 1917, she insisted
on this matler saving: “Men musf amend
their lives, and ask pardon for their sins.”
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Then in a supplicalory tone of voice, she
added: “Men must no longer offend Our
Lord, Who is already too much of fended.”
This is the Message of Penance of Fali-
ma. IL not only asks for repentance and
faithful expiation, but also asks us to chan ge
our lives for the future, and to break com-
plelely with sin, which grievously offends
(sod, and brings down on us His punishment.,
Lucy was greally impressed by the Mes-
sage of Penance, and in her comment on this
phase of the Message says: “The part of this
last apparition which has remained mos
deeply imprinted on my heart is Lhe prayer
of our heavenly Mother begging us not lo
offend anymore Almighty God, Who is al-
ready offended too much. What a loving re-
proach is contained in these words, what len-
der pleading! Oh! I wish I could make il re-
echo throughout the entire world for all the
children of our heavenly Mother to hear.”
And Jacinla was equally as ardent in
preaching the amendment of life, not only
for sinners, but also for the faithful. She
was adamant in insisting on the flight from
sin, and the practice of the Christian virlues
and penance. While at the Orphanage of
Lisbon, she said to the Mother Superior: Oh!
if men only knew what eternity is, how they
would make all possible efforts to amend
their lives! Oh dear Mother Superior, morti-
fication and sacrifice give great pleasure to
Our Divine Lord! Oh! flee luxury! flee riches!
Love holy poverty! Be very charitable even
lowards the wicked! Never speak evil of anv-
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one and avoid those who do. Be very palient
because patience leads to heaven.”

And conlinuing lhe same thought at an-
olher time she said: The sins of lhe world are
too greal! The sins which lead most souls to
hell are the sins of the flesh!... Oh! men must
do penance! If they amend their lives, God
will still pardon the world; but if they do not,
the chastisement will comel

When the Mother Superior of the Or-
phanage of Lisbon was recording these words
in February of 1920, she commented thus:
“This refers to a greal punishmenl of which
the child speaks lo me confidentially. May
God have mercy on us! In a few years many
things will be seen in the world! The Blessed
Virgin said, it is true, ‘If men do nol amend
their lives!” So it depends on us. God have
mercy on us!”

These words written in 1920 would elo-
quently and fittingly apply lo the period of
twenty years later,

Lel us then receive the MESSAGE OF
PENANCE OF FATIMA with open arms. We
must humbly admit thal we have deserved
the chastisement that has been visiled upon
us by Divine Juslice. Sincerely and earnestly
then must we ask pardon for our sins, and
seek the grace of God to seriously reform
our lives.

Sinners must amend their lives and be-
come good Christians by conslantly observ-
ing the law of God. The good must strive lo
become better each day, and the better must
apply themselves to become perfect.
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Even the perfect must do better. They
must aspire with all their hearls and souls to
be elevated to the state of sanctity, which
consoles God and helps avert the just casti-
galion that may be visiled on this poor world.

Surely it is insanily to offend God, and
it would be still a more unintelligible crime
lo provoke the Divine anger at a lime when
the world has and is suffering so much,
countless millions are still suffering from the
effects of a fierce and lerrible war, dying
from hunger and cold, of wretchedness, and
weep and mourn their departed dear ones.

Let us then renounce resolutely, in a
spiril of penance, all indolence, all self-in-
dulgence, all sensuality.

Let us prove ourselves lrue Chrislians
who understand the meaning of the fearful
trials which have just passed and the inevit-
able ones that are to come unless we do pen-
ance. In this debased world let us seek lo
sanclify ourselves, and do all in our power lo
carn the pardon and blessing of an all merci-
Ful God.

Doing penance for our sins, may we, like
the people of Nineveh, meril grace and
blessings from God, as lhey did, and as is
recorded in the Holy Scripture: “God saw that
they turned away from their evil ways. He
had mercy with regard to the evil which He
had promised to do them, and did not do it

() Mary conceived withoul sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee,

(300 days Indulgence. Pope Pius XI. 4-15-'32)
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The Rosary

The Message of Fatima is also the Mes-
sage of THE ROSARY. It is around the RO-
SARY that the greal events of Falima have
unfolded themselves. It was at the final ap-
parition that the Blessed Mother declared her-
self as: “I AM THE LADY OF THE ROSARY.”

As the noonday Angelus i totling sum-
moning the inhabilants of Fatima to praver,
the three little shepherds of Falima, trained
by devout and truly Christian parents, leave
their chores and play to recile the Rosary
together. Evidently in approval of their pray-
er, it was at this particular time thal Lhe
‘Lady’ chose to appear. She herself has a
pearly while Rosary hanging from her right
wrist, She instructs Luey lo tell Francisco
that to see her he must say the Rosary, and
she tells him thal he must say many Rosaries
before he can enler into the Kingdom of
Heaven. In a final instruction before she
disappeared, the heavenly Lady said to the
three children: “Continue, my children, re-
ciling the Rosary wilh devolion, every dayy,
to obtain peace for the world.”

At the second apparition the ‘Lady from
heaven” further recommends the daily recita-
tion of the Rosary. Quite a number of people
were present at this apparition of June 13th.
and were reciting the Rosary together with
the children when the apparition occurred.

On July 13th, there were about five
thousand people gathered at the Cova da Iria
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lo recite the Rosary with the little Seers. For
4 Lhird time the ‘Lady’ appeared and insisted
on the daily recitation of the Rosary, saying:
“You must recile the Rosary every day in
honor of the Blessed Virgin to obtain the end
of the war throigh her intercession, because
she alone can come lo our aid.” Here we are
reminded of the Blessed Mother's charge to
SL Dominie: “Go and preach the Rosary, and
the enemy of all good will be confounded.”

It was at this, the third apparition, that
she promised the great SolarProdigy of Qc-
tober 13th, ‘in order that the world may be-
lieve’. On this occasion she promised to heal
sick people who were recommended to her,
provided they recited the Rosary for that pur-
pose. She advised that the cripple of Alou-
guia be instructed to recite the Family Ro-
sary.

During this apparition Lucy was heard
lo repeal over and over again, as if lo remem-
ber well what the Lady had recommended to
her: “Yes, she wishes people to recile !’h;)(
Wosary, people must recite the Rosary.” Her
the Lady asked that the following prayer b
added after each decade of the Rosary: “Oh
lesus forg@vems—onT sins, save us from the
[ire of hell, and lead all souls to heaven es-
pecially those who most need your help.”
There is anolher version of thal pray-
er, which you may use at your own volition.
It is: “My Jesus forgive us our sins, save us
from the fires of hell, relieve the Holv Souls

in Purgatory, especially the most aban-
doned.”
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f And again on August 19th, the occasion

of the fourth apparition, Our Lady insisted:
“You must say {he Rosary every day.” She
exhorted the three shepherds to pray very
much, and to offer their sacrifices for poor
sinners, for many have been sent to hell
because there was nobody who bothered to
pray or make sacrifices for them.

The fifth apparition on September 13th,
brought an aggregation of approxima tely
thirty thousand people, and again the Blessed
Mother continued to insist on lhe recitation
of the Rosary: “You mus! continue lo recite
the Rosary in honor o f Our Lady of the Ro-
sary, in order thal she may put an end to the
war.”

At the sixth and final apparition of Qur
Lady of Fatima, she reiterated all the requests
she had previously made at the previous ap-
paritions, in the Message of Fatima, and by
means of the tableaux, beside the sun. It is
here that the heautiful Lady reveals herself

l‘as “I AM THE LADY OF THE ROSARY”,
that deigned to appear on earth to urge men
lo amend their lives, and say ihe Rosary. 1t
is worthy of note that Pope Leo XIII in his
encyclicals had stated that the Rosary was
precisely U,D-L'—-Dfi\hc_hﬁt_m_@gs‘t_nglgp » used in
the reform of life.

Father Fonseca, S. 1., who had access to,
)m]d made a deep study of all the official doc-
[ umenis relaling to Fatima, in speaking of
- the Tableaux, considers the first scene of The
" Holy Family as represémting the Jovful

Mysleries of the Infancy of Jesus. The sec-
T
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ond scene of Our Lady of the Seven Dolors
reminds us of the Smmwlu[ Mysteries and
urges us to do penance. Laslly, the scene of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel with the Sabbaline
privilege brings to mind the Glorious Mys-
teries and our last end, pleading with us to.
avoid hell;-gain heaven, and to shorten as.

much as possible purgatnrial expiation.

The Rosary, Nucleus Of Fatima

Without hesitation it can be said that
the Rosary forms the nucleus of the Message
of Fatima. The Message contains a threefold
end: Penance, the Rosary, and the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, but the Rosary forms the
central point.

Jacinta, when asked what the Blessed
Mother asked most, summed up the Message
of Fatima thus: “What Our Lady of the Ro-
sary recommended to us is to recile the Ro-
sary every day adding after each decade the
short prager: "0 Jesus forgive us our sins,
save us from the fires of hell, relieve the Holy
Souls in Purgatory, fapmmh'u the most ﬂb
andoned.”

Dr. Formigan, who was the first to fol-
low in great detail the entire course of evenls
of Fatima savs: “The Message ol Falima can
be summed up in two words: ROSARY and
EXPIATION.
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Thus reciting the Rosary devoully every
day, with sincere expressions of penance and
reparation, is the core of the Message of Fati-
ma from Heaven,

“I Am The Lady Of The Rosary”

Our Lady had already appeared to Saint
Dominic and charged him wilh the preaching
of the Rosary as an efficacious and potent
means of regenerating souls, and oblaining
relief in public calamities. It is through the
Rosary that the Blessed Mother interceded
and came to the help of Holy Mother the
Church during the critical periods of the Al-
bigensian heresies, and the Turkish inva-
sions.

It is the same simple means of the Rosary
that Our Lady of Fatima prescribes today for
the reformation of souls and the means to
avoid greal calamities that overwhelm this
poor world.

The devout and constant recitation of
the Rosary always produces results. It neith-
er lires the lips, nor the heart that loves:
through it, God grants the graces and favors
requesled by the importuning of His Blessed
Mother—The Lady of the Rosary.

The Rosary is our treasury of pra ver. It
can be recited by rich and poor, voung and
old, illiterate or learned, with much spirilual
benefit. The Rosary can be recited anywhere,

142



and even added on to other devotions. The
laborer can recite it on his way to work; the
housewife can say il while doing her chores
around the home; the tradesman can recite it
at his work; the traveller on the train; the
doctor and nurse in their hospitals and of-
fices; the engineer while al the throltle of his
train; everyone, everywhere, will find an op-
portunity to recite their Rosary sometime, e-
ven during the most trying moments. The
sick and dying may pray their Rosary, kissing
lovingly their Rosary, the sign of their love
and confidence in Mary, The Lady of the Ro-
sary. All are consoled and strengthened by
the constanl and devoult recitation of the Ro-

Sary.
It is said that the mother, who on her
deathbed obtains the promise of her children
o recite the Rosary daily, can die in peace,
for she feels that she is sure to be re-united
with them again in heaven. Father Vaysiere
says: “The Rosary is not a devotion to the
Blessed Virgin, il is a devotion to Mary.”

Let us then learn to love and appreciate
the Rosary, which the Blessed Mother recom-
mends so highly through the Seers of Falima,
and all the saints,

The Seers Of Fatima And The Rosary

On the condition that he say many BRo-
saries, Our Lady promised Francisco that he
would go to heaven. On hearing thess glad
lidings, Francisco became radiant with joy.
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Crossing his hands on his breast, and raising
his eyes heavenward, he exclaimed earnestly
and lovingly: “Oh! Blessed Virgin! Rosaries!
[ shall say as many of them as vou want|™

These three shepherd children said many
Rosaries together each day, and Francis add-
ed many more in private. Many a time he
was known Lo stop pla ying with his compan-
ions and walk aboul in silence.

“What are you doing, Francisco?” they
asked him one day, and he answered by show-
ing them his Rosary beads.

Another time they called to him, saying:
“Come and play with us for a litlle while-
we will all pray afterwards.”

“Later”, he would reply. “I must pray
now and afterwards. Do you nol remember
that Our Lady said I must recite many Ro-
saries?”

It is said that Francisco recited as ma ny
as eight or nine Rosaries a day, notwithstand-
ing the many hours he spent in reciting the
Angel’s prayer.

Lucia and Jacinta were no less ardent
than their companion in offering each day
many Rosaries to their heavenly Mother.
The Blessed Mother had taken greal care in
teaching them. During the Mass of the Ascen-
sion on May 9th, 1918, Our Lady again visiled
Jacinta to teach her how to say the Rosary
well, and how to meditate on the Mysteries.

Surely the Rosary musl have a special
importance and power, because Qur Lady of
Fatima has recommended it so insistently
and so strongly, and has called herself “THE
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LADY OF THE ROSARY"”. Too, she has tak-
en the pains of appearing on earth to teach
the three -a:]mep-ht:r(;:l children—the Seers of Fa-
lima—how lo recile it well.

The Saints And The Rosary

~_ Since the time of St. Dominie, all the
Saints have exhibiled a peculiar love for the
RHosary. A few examples will suffice.

St Dominie. It was this holy man of God
who received the revelation of the Rosary. In
preaching one day he said: “After the Divine
Office and Holy Mass there is no homage as
pleasing to God and His Blessed Mother as
the fervent recitation of the Rosary.” To con-
firm this truth, he worked a miracle.

Sainl Bernard. This saint used to love
lo say: “The Hail Mary puts the devil lo
light, and causes hell to tremble with terror.”

Pope Sainl Pius V recited the Rosary ev-
ery day. Prior to the baltle of Lepanto he
requested-thal the Rosary be recited through-
out all Christendom to obtain victory, He
donated a Rosary beads to each soldier as the
best arms. The victory for the Christians was
overwhelming,

SI. Charles Borromeo called the Rosary
“the most divine of prayvers after the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass”. Reciting it daily with
his household, he recommended it to the cler-
y, and imposed it on all Seminarians in this
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imperalive formula: “You shall recile the
Rosary, as often as You are able.”

Blessed Grignon de Montfort said: “It
has always been observed that those who bear
the mark or reprobalion, like herelics, the
impious, the proud, hate or dispise the Hail
Mary and the Rosary.” He adds: “I find no-
thing more powerful in drawing within us
the Kingdom of God, the Eternal Wisdom,
than lo join vocal to menta) prayer by recit-
ing the Rosary and meditating on the Tifteen
mysteries.”

Saint John Chrysestom said: “God gov-
erns the world, bul prayer governs God
Himself,”

Sainl Alphonsus often repeated, and
Pope Pius XII recalled it in July 1941: “He
who prays is saved: he who prays nol is
damned.”

The Curé d'Ars said with emotion: *“I
know something si ronger than God: the man
who prays. He makes God say ‘Yes’, when
He had said ‘No’l”

Saint Frances de Sales added: “The best
method of prayer is the Rosary, if you say it
well.”

Add up the evidence of these sayings,
and it will give a small idea of the value of
the Rosary. St. Francis de Sales sa ¥s5: “To say
my Rosary is the most pleasant occupation,
and the most pure joy of my heart.” Saint
Jeanne de Chantal tells us that he bound him-
self lo say the whole Rosary every day, and
spent an hour at i,
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Father Lamy, apostle of the Red suburb
of Paris, always wenl around with his Rosary
in his hand. “When you say (he Rosary, you
have nothing to fear,” he said. He continued:
“It is the recitation of the Rosary that makes
Lucifer desperate. He is the sworn enem y of
the Rosary. Even if I had not the love of Giod,
I should recite the Rosary just lo annoy him.”

The holy Curé d'Ars startled his congre-
gation one day by remarking: “If, in order to
give something to the Blessed Virgin 1 could
sell myself, I should do s0.” We can give our
Rosary every day to the Blessed Virgin, wilh-
out having to sell ourselves. Our Blessed
Molher asks us to recite the Rosary every day.
Let us not fail to do so, lo show her our love
lor her, that through her intercession we may
draw down the grace and blessing of God on
ourselves and this wretched world.

The Church And The Rosary

We could go on in endless recountings of
what the sainls have to say by way of praise
for the Rosary. However, let us now turn
to Holy Mother Church herself, and see whal
our Sovereign Ponliffs have said of the Ro-
sary.

Since the time of St. Dominic more than
fifty Popes have raised their voices to repeat
to the whole Church: “The Rosary is of divine
rather than human origin. It is the praver
most agreeable to Mary; it conlains in itself
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all the reverence due to Mary; it is the best
means of obtaining her profection and her
favors; it is the most efficacious means of
salisfying for offences against the Divine
Majesty; and for healing the deplorable evils
which ruin the individual, the family, and
society.”

Gregory XVI says: “The Rosary is the
most wonderful means of destroying sin and
recovering the grace of God.”

Pius I1X wrote, amid the great sorrows of
his pontificate: “We are filled with Joy at the
thought that Qur Lady will destroy, as she
has in times past, the monstrous errors of our
cenlury, and that she will be able to thwart
the sacriligious attacks of the wicked, on con-
dition that the faithful often recite the Ro-
sary.” The same Pope added in 1877: “frreal
is the strength of the army that holds in ils
hands, not the sword bul the Rosary.”

Pope Leo XIII, who succeeded Pope
Pius IX has repeatedly explained to the whole
Church the importance of the Rosary, with
such insistence that he has been called: “The
Pope of the Rosary”.

And from his voluntlary imprisonment
on Valican hill, this great Pontiff saw the
rise of error and modern revoll, which, after
misleading so many souls, finally threatened
society itself with ruin. Then suddenly, as
if by inspiration of the Queen of the Rosary,
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this beloved Pontiff of happy memory, was
raised with unspeakable confidence towards
the Blessed Virgin, Year after year he wrole
an encyclical on the holy Rosary. It is unique
in Church history to see the same Pope wrile
50 many encfclicals on the one subject—Llhe
Hosary—twelve encyclicals, and as many de-
crees and constitutions on the same subject
—Lhe Rosary. It was this same Pope who.
added to the litanies this invocation: “Queen
of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us”. In
1897 he wrote: “As Vicar of Jesus Chrisi, I
wish also to honor Our Lady of the Rosary,
and say lo each Christian, Behold thy Mother.”
Pope Leo XIII granted many indulgences to
the recitation of the Rosary. These beautiful
and inspiring encyclicals of Pope Leo ended
only with his death.

Let us then read with respect and love
those masterpieces on the Rosary, as wrillen
by Leo XIII, deservedly called “The Pope of
the Rosary’”.

Pope Pius X says: “"The Hosary is the
mosl beautiful and the most rich in graces
of all prayers, it is the prayer that touches
most the Heart of the Mother of (iod . . . and
if you wish peace fo reign in your homes, re-
cite the Family Rosary.”

Pope Pius XI. Pope Pius XI consecraled
his encyclicals of 1957 lo the Rosary. He says:
“The holy Rosary occupies a special and ex-
ceptional place among the parious public
;J:}fgjrrs we address o the Virgin Mother of
(rod.”
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The Message Of Fatima
Confirms The Voice Of The Popes

To support these weighly authorities
come the wonderful events of Fatima. Con.
sider the account of the apparitions with their
words and prodigies. Remember especially
the great day of Oclober 13th, 1917, with the
Message of Our Lady of the Rosary of Fali-
ma, and the wonderful solar prodigy. As in
the time of Moses, when God promulgaled the
Law of Moses on ML, Sinai amid thunder and
lightning, so, we may assume, the Blessed
Virgin has willed to reiterate the law of the
holy Rosary, on the mount of Fatima, with
exlraordinary abundance of external S1gns
and prodigies which have produced in hearts
sincere contrition.

Fatima, as it were, is the solemn promul-
galion of the immortal encyelicals of Pope
Leo X111, on the Rosary, which the Lady from
Heaven has thus confirmed and recommend-
ed to the entire world by incomparable prod-
igies.

Cognizant of the eminenl dangers from
the impious atheistic movement which was
then being inaugurated, Pope Benediet XV
had decided to mobilize the Catholic world in
a campaign of prayer, to obtain peace for the
world through the inlercession of our Blessed
Mother. He wrote to Cardinal Gasparri:
"Since all graces are distributed to us through
the hands of the Blessed Virgin, now in this
terrible hour we wish more than ever that
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the prayers of Mary's afflicted children be di-
rected with lively confidence to the Augusl
Mother of God, We therefore charge you fo
make known to the Bishops of fhe enlire
world our desire that recourse be had lo the
Heart of Jesus, throne of all gracés, and thal
recowrse be had to this throne through Mary.”
At the same time the Sovereign Pontiff or-
dered the invocation “Queen of Peace, pray
for us”, to be added to the litanies.

This letter of Pope Benedict had hardly
been made public, on May 5th, 1917, when on
May 13th, 1917, Our Lady of the Rosary ap-
peared at Falima, and during each of her ap-
paritions asked for the “recitation of the Ho-
sary to oblain the end of the war”, adding
“that she alone could come to our aid”.

Surely this was clearly a heavenly reply
lo the voice of Christ’s Vicar on earth. He
had just sought the prayers of the enlire
world for peace through the intercession of
Mary. Our Blessed Mother came to indicale
and made clear the fact that she alone could
help bring an end Lo the greal scourge of war,
and that this grace must be sought through
the Rosary, recited with a deep feeling of sin-
cere contrition and penance.

The people of Portugal have remained
faithful to the Message of Fatima. Faith has
been awakened in souls, and there in Porlu-
gal the Rosary has become the greal daily
prayer of individuals and families.

And this little country that had for many
yvears lived in an habilual state of agilalions
and upheavals — in sixteen years it had
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sixleen revolutions, eight presidenls of the
Republic, forly-three changes in the Ministry
and financial disaster—has now found, once
again, after the wonderfu] events of Falima,
a4 wonderful peace and prosperily. And
should this little couniry ever be forced into
a war, it will enter it ‘with full confidence
in the assistance of Oup Lady of Falima.

Yet, the world has not been converted as
Our Lady of Falima had asked. God’s justice
has taken its course, We have jusl ended an-
other more terrible war than the world has
ever experienced. And still graver dangers
threaten the world through modern atheist-
ic movements,

May the great solar prodigy of Fatima
revive the faith in souls everywhere, and
make men realize in 2 practical manner the
heavenly Message of Our Lady of Fatima,
which is the condition laid down by God far
the emergence of the world from chaos, and
peace through the trium ph of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.,

“Our Lady of the Rosary of Falima, pray
for us.” (300 days indulgence.)

The Immaculate Heart Of Mary

The Message of Fatima is, in [he Lhird
place, the Message of the devotion to the Im-
maculate Hearl of Mary.

It will be remembered that in the appar-
ition of the Angel, in preparation for the
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great apparitions of Our Lady of Falima,
the Angel united the Hearts of Jesus and
Mary, when speaking of the designs of merey
that would be fulfilled through the three
shepherd children of Fatima. It will be also
remembered that Our Lady herself asked for
reparation for all the blasphemies and of-
[ences against the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
rom the first of her Apparitions at Falima.
Al the second apparition on June 13th,
Our Lady of Fatima said lo Lucia: “You mus!
remain longer on earth. Jesus wishes lo use
you in making me known and loved. He
wishes to spread in the world the devolion lo
my Immaculate Hearl, I promise salvalion
fo those who embrace this devotion. Their
souls will be loved by God with a love of pre-

dileclion, like flowers placed by me before
His Throne.”

When Lucy appeared sad at the thought
of remaining alone on earth after the death
of her two companions, Our Lady of Fatima
said: “Ne, my child, I shall never abandon
you. My Immaculate Heart will be your ref-
nge, and the way that will lead gou to God.”

The account of the third apparition
clearly indicates that the devotion to the
[mmaculate Heart of Mary holds a very im-
portant part in the Message of Fatima. After
causing the children to see the vision of hell,
terrifying in itself, Our Lady said: “Yonu have
just seen hell where poor sinners go. To save
sonls the Lord mwishes lo establish in the world
the devolion te my Immaculate Hearl. If
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people do what I tell you, many souls will be
saved, and there will be peace.”

She then added: “I shall ask for the con-
secralion of the world to my Immaculate
Heart, as well as a Communion of reparation
on the First Saturday of the month. If mny
requests are granted, Russia will be converled
and there will be peace. Otherwise an im-
pious propaganda will spread ils errors
through the world, raising up wars, and per-
seculions against the Church, Many will be
martyred, the Holy Father will have to sulfer
much, several nations will he wiped out .. .”

The official documents are very reticent.
A greal reserve is observed in these public-
alions, lest our weak nalure might be ter-
rified at the gloomy perspectlive of the chas-
lisements provoked by our sins. Yel, Our
Lady gives us consolafion and confidence in
her words: “My Immaculate Hearl will final-
ly triumph.”

When and how will this friumph take
place? d

In asking the question: When and how
will this triumph of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary take place, Father Fonseca S. J ., an auth-
ority on the evenls of Falima says: “That is
part of the ‘Secret’, that will be revealed at
the proper time.” In the meantime we know
that the conseeration to the Immaculate Heart
was made by His Holiness Pope Pius XII
at the close of the Fatima Jubilee Celebration
on October 31st, 1942, and this act was sol-
emnized al the great Basilica of St. Peter on
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the Feast of the Immaculate Conceplion—
December 8th, 1942,

As a result of this consecration, Russia
will evenlually be converted to Catholicism,
and a certain period of peace will be granted
lo the world.

Since July 13th, 1917, therefore, Our
Blessed Mother has given us the devolion lo
her Immaculate Heart, and especially the
practice of the First Saturdays and the conse-
cration to her Immaculate Heart, as the
means—1the providential means recommend-
ed to a modern world, not alone for the sal-
vation of souls, but also that of giving and
preserving pe 1
which the world itself cannol give.

New Apparitions

According to Father IFonseca, in his sixth
edition, there were more apparilions, entirely
intimale, that were made for the purpose of
completing the previous apparitions and
making more precise lhe practical way of
making the consecration to the Immaculale
Heart of Mary.

It is not possible for us lo enumerate
these revelations, but suffice it lo say for the
present, that on the 10th day of December,
1925, Our Blessed Mother—Our Lady of Fa-
tima, with the Infant Jesus beside her, appear-
ed to Lucia, sole surviving member of the
three Seers of Fatima. She showed Lucia her
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Immaculate Heart surrounded with thorns;
and the Infant Jesus said, indicaling with His
hands: “Hawve pity on this loving Heart, a con-
tinual martyr to the ingratitude o f men.” The
Blessed Mother then added: "My child, be-
hold my Heart pierced with thorns which
the blasphemies and ingratitude o f men drive

deeper at every moment. Do you, at least, try

to console me, and male known to men that

' I promise to assist at the hour o [ death with

the graces necessary for salvation all those,
who, on the first Saturday of five conseci-
tive months, go to Confession, receive Holy
Communion, say the Rosary, and spend fif-
teen minuates with me in medifaling on the
[ifteen Mysteries of the Raosary, with the in-
tenfion of making reparation to me.”

On February 15th, 1926, just about two
months later, the Infant Jesus again appear-
ed to Lucia, and encouraged her to spread the
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
He told her that the many difficullies pointed
out by her confessors would be overcome by
(rod’s help. It was on this occasion thal Lucia
asked the question if confession made during
the week would count for the First salturday

of the month. The reply was that it would:

but it is to be understood that Holy Commun-
lon must be received in the state of grace,
and with the intention of making reparalion
lo the Immaculate Heart.
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Commentary Of The
Three Seers Of Fatima

Lucy relates that on July 13th, 1917, the
occasion of the third apparition, Our
Lady spoke at length about her Immaculate
Heart, and that, strelching forth her hands,
she Lthrew a ray of light upon them, and they
saw themselves as il immersed in God. Qur
Blessed Mother held in her right hand a Heart
surrounded with thorns, which pierced it
irom all sides. The children underslood this
(o be the Immaculale Heart of Mary, afflicled
by all the sins of the world, which demanded
penance and reparation. Continuing, Luey
said: “It seems to me that on that day the
purpose of the light was to pour into us a
special knowledge and love of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, as on olher oceasions it
infused into us the knowledze and love of
Grod, and the mystery of the Blessed Trinity.
From that day, indeed, we experienced a

more ardenl love for the Immaculale Heart
of Mary."

Francisco, commenting on this light that
Our Blessed Mother threw on them, said:
“. .. 1t seemed to come from her Hearl.” Later
he asked Lucia: “Why did Our Lady hold
a Heart in her hand throwing on the earth
this light which is God? You were with the
Blessed Virgin with the light that went down
to earth, while Jacinta and [ were in that
which went up to heaven!”
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"It is because you and Jacinta will soon
8o to heaven, while I must remain some Lime
longer on earth with the Immaculate Hearl
of Mary,” replied Lucia.

“Is il the Blessed Virgin who ex plained
the meaning of the two beams of light?”

“No, I saw it in the light she pul info our
breasts.”

“That is right,” said Jacinta who had fol-
lowed the conversation between Francisco
and Lucia, “I saw it also.”

It appears that Jacinta had received a
special light to understand and to com-
}u*elwml in detail the meaning of the heaven-
¥ revelations. Shortly before going to the
hospital in 1919 she remarked to Lucia: “I am
going to heaven soon. You will remain still
on earth to make known to men that the Lord
wishes to spread in the world the devotion to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. When jou
have lo speak about it, you will no longer
have {o hide yourself. Proclaim openfy fo
the whole world that: “IT IS THROUGH THE
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY THAT
GOD WISHES TO GRANT US HIS GRACES!”

“It is from the Immaculate Heart that
we must ask them.”

“The Hearl of Jesus wishes the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary to be venerated with His
own!”

“It is through the Immaculate Heart of
Mary that peace must be asked, because it is
to that Heart that the Lord has confided il

“How I love the Immaculate Hearl of
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Maryl It is the Heart of our Heavenly
Mother.”

“"ORh! if only I could put into all hearts
the fire I feel in my own, which makes me
love lhe Hearls of Jesus and Mary so much!”

The example of the lives of these three
shepherd children is indeed the best recom-
mendation we can receive in the devotion to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, After these
revelations they were true models of devotion
and reparation to the Immaculate Hearl of
Mary. They loved the Immaculate Hearl of
Mary intensely and ardently. They constant-
Iy invoked it, and were so enthusiastic in
speaking of it. They induced and multiplied
their sacrifices to console the Immaculate
Hearl, and to make reparation for all the
blasphemies and offences that were made a-
gainst it and that caused it lo suffer.

Devotion To The
Immaculate Heart Of Mary

In previous chapters we have already
spoken of Penance and the Daily Rosary as
recommmended by Our Lady of Falima. Here,
we will give a summary of three principal
practices of devolion to the Immaculale Heart
of Mary: the First Salturday of the month,
the Five First Saturdays and the Consecralion.
It is well to note the marked similarity to the

practices so widespread in honor of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus.
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Devotion Of The First Saturdays

The practice of the devotion of the Firsi
Saturdays consists of the following exercises
performed with the intention of consoling
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and of mak
ing reparation to it, for all the offences, and
outrages il has to suffer from ungrateful
mankind: (a) the Bosary: (b) Communion
of Reparation: (c) Reparatory prayers: (d)
some sacrifices made for the same intenlion

Devotion Of The Five First Saturdays

For the practice of the Five First Salur-
days there are a few more exercises added to
those already noted above. For clari.
fication, we will enumerate them, so as to
avoid any doubt, and as a means of assistin
those who desire to practice this beautifu
devotion.

1. Reception of the Sacrament of Pen-
ance. The confession may be made within
the eight days preceding or su bsequent to the
First Saturday, provided Holy Communion
is received in the state of grace.

2. Reception of Holy Communion. Holy
Communion is to be received on the First
Saturday of the month as a Communion of
Reparation for the blasphemies and ingrati-
tude of men towards her Divine Son, and her
own Immaculate Heart,
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3. Rosary. Recitation of five decades
of the Rosary,

4. Meditation. Meditation for fifteen
minules on the Mysteries of the Rosary, The
meditation may be on one, several, or all of
the Mysleries. A sermon preached for the
occasion will suffice for the meditation, and
such is actually the practice in some churches.

9. Act of Reparation. The performance
of the aforementioned exercises with the in-
lention of making reparation to the Immacu-
lat Heart of Mary.

Consecration To The
Immaculate Heart Of Mary

Our Lady of Fatima has asked for the
consecration of the world to her Immaculate
Hearl, and in particular she asked for the
consecration of Russia. In return she has
promised the conversion of Russia lo Cath-
olicism, an era of peace to the world, and a
fruitful aposlolate for the Church.

On October 31st, 1942, Our Holy Father,
Pope Pius XII, now gloriously reigning, made
an official and solemn consecralion of the
world to the Immaculate Hearlt of Mary, on
the occasion of the closing of the Jubilee Cel-
chrations at Fatima. This consecralion was
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solemnized at the great Basilica of SL Peter
in Rome, on December 8th, 1942__the Feas
of the Immaculale Conception.

This solemn act of the Holy Falher wa
made in the name of all of us, and we mus!
supplement that consecration by our own in.
dividual and collective consecralions. Wi
must enler into this great devotion, and re
spond with happiness by consecraling our
selves, our families, our homes, our parishes
schools, dioceses, and country lo the Immacu.
late Heart of Mary. Such an acl will be very
pleasing to Our Blessed Mother, and many
blessings. are sure to {ollow with peace and
salvation for ourselves and the enlire world

This consecration so earnestl y requested
by Our Lady of Fatima does not consist of f
Inere maller-of-form recitation of the for-
mula. It is a real programme of Christian
life, and as such must be accompanied by a
solemn and sincere resolution of faithfully
pulling it into practice under the maternal
and loving proleclion of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.

It is a matter of edification for us to re-
call the example of Porlugal, which faithf ully
accepled the Message of Fatima, and through
the intercession of Our Lady was lifted from
ruins lo become, in a few years, a happy
countiry respected by all nalions. And we too,
if we emulate the example of Portugal, in
our trials and misfortunes, and consecrate
ourselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,

162



while living in a manner worthy of that con-
secration, will be sure of a glorious and last-
ing salvation. The official formula of Con-
secration, as composed and used by the Sov-
ereign Pontiff, will be found on another page.

A Future Hope

It was on the occasion of the Jubilee
Celebrations at Fatima that Cardinal Cerejei-
ra, Patriarch of Lisbon, in his sermon of
March 13th, 1942, said: “Our Lady of the Ro-
sary came down at Falima, bringing fo the
world a Message whose imporlance cannol
even yel be measured., This facl opens up
bright horizons of hope in the gloomy mist
of the present. Wilh great hope we have con-
fidence that through the inlercession of lhe
Immaculale Heart of Mary, whom we call the
Mother of Merey, God is preparing great
things for the world . . . Many might be
templed lo expect the approach of the end
of the word., Why not rather think, since we
beliepe in Providence and in the maternal
Heart of the Immaculate Virgin, that it is the
painful birth of a new world? . . .

“Falima has nol yet lold Portugal and
the world all ils secrels: bul it does not appear
lo us foo much to say that what it already
has revealed to Portugal is the sign and the
earnest of what it has in store for the world!"
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It was the same Cardinal Cerejeira whe
wrote by way of a preface to the life of little
Jacinta: “We believe that the apparitions 0]
Fatima open a new era, that of !gg fmmacir
late Heart of Mary. What has taken place in
Portugl is of the miraculous order. It is [ e
foreshadowing of what the Immaculale
Heart of Mary is preparing for the world.”

Appeal To The Clergy

Dear Brothers in Christ, | pray thal you
will not think me presumptuous in direcling
this appeal directly to you. I do so only in
the interest of the promotion of the devotion
to Our Lady of Falima.

Knowing well that our holy Faith was
founded on the revelations and miracles of
Our Divine Lord, and His Aposlles, and that
there is now no need of new miracles lo prove
it, you may nol be inclined to pay much at-
tention to presenl day apparitions and prod-
igies, no maltler how authentic they may be.

Yel, events as extraordinary as those of
Falima merit your allention in a very special
way, and above all since His Holiness Pope
Pius XII has consecrated the world to the Im-
maculate Hearl of Mary.

Surely, Our Blessed Mother, who deigned
to come down from Heaven with this heav-
enly Message of Fatima, which was accom-
panied by such a profusion of prodigies and
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a love still greater, desires her priests to work
lor the deliverance of the MESSAGE OF
FATIMA—THE MESSAGE OF HOPE_—_THE
MESSAGE OF SALVATION, to everyone, ev-
crywhere. Why should the souls committed
lo our care be deprived of the effects of faith
and love that the MESSAGE OF FATIMA can
produce in them?

Verily then must we take heed of the
MESSAGE OF FATIMA. It is the Message of
Salvation, It is the practice of the self chosen
devotion of the Blessed Mother, Preaching
the Message of Falima is the means of awak-
ening in the faithful their faith, by instruet-
ing them in the authentic account of the prod-
sies so recent and unique in history.

Indicate to the faithful the great love
and esteem of the Sainls and Popes for the
Rosary, which we are neglecting too much.
Show that Our Lady, as at Lourdes, but more
definitely and more emphatically, has deign-
ed to come down to Fatima to confirm their
teachings, Our Blessed Molher has presented
the Rosary to the world as a means, simple in
truth, but of divine origin, and still effica-
cious in our limes, of regeneraling souls,
families, parishes, and society itself which is
in an urgent need of such a renewal.
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kExample Of The Popes

In recommending the Rosary, our clergy
are merely following the example and exhorl
ations of the Popes, especially Popes Leo XII
and Pius XI of happy memory.

It may be well to relate a little story told
by Monsignor Touchel, Bishop of Orleans
who on visiling the lale Pope Leo XILI, sur-
prised him reciting his Rosary. Telling Car-
dinal Rampolla of the incident he venlured
lo say: “He prays very much to the Blessed
Virgin.,” “Ah,” replied Cardinal Rampolla,
“You have seen his Rosary hanging on the
chair? Well, you may be sure that he was re
ciling the Rosary before you went in, and he
took it up again afler your departure. When
he is not working he recites his Rosary.”

Pope Pius XI remarked to Monsignor
Richaud, Auxiliary Bishop of Versailles:
“Tell your priests to pray very much! Tell
them that the Pope recites his Rosary every
day: and that as long as the Pope has nol
reciled his Rosary, lhe Pope's day is not over.”
On another occasion he said: “Yesterday, il
was already very lale, We were very lired,
and We still had our third Rosary lo say.”

Surely, if the Sovereign Ponliffs, charged
with the care of the Universal Church, can
find time 1o recite the daily Rosary, what ex-
cuse may we offer for neglecting il, es-
pecially in these times when it is so needed
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in the world, and again because Our Lady of
[Falima has asked it of us.

Verily, then, must we take cognizance of
the Message of Fatima. Let us gel people to
recite the Daily Rosary, especially the Family
Rosary, meditating on the mysteries, and add-
ing the short prayer after each decade as re-
quesled by Our Blessed Mother; “Oh Jesus
lorgive us our sins, save us rom the fire of
hell, and lead all souls to heaven, especially
all those who have most need of your mercy.”
Another version of this praver will be found
elsewhere in this book, and the version of
choice may be recited. Both versions have
been granted an indulgence of 100 days each
lime by the Bishop of Leiria. (Manual do per-
egrino da Fatima. — 1-1-1945.)

Let us promulgate the devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, which consists of
the devotion of the Firslt Saturdays, and the
Consecralion to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. Let us consecrale ourselves and our
parishes, and ask others to do the same. Let
us invite parochial works, schools, and fam-
ilies o consecrale themselves to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary,

Let us then propagate the devotion of
the First Saturdays, details of which will be
found on another page. These are the self-
chosen devotions of Our Lady. And if we
but consider the dignily, the splendour, the
majesty and the power of the speaker of
the Heavenly Message at Fatima, and our du-
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tv to obey, we would not hesilate one minute

to accept the wishes of the Mother of Jesus,
as requested in the Message of Fatima.

Let us consider, oo, thal the salvation of
souls and the peace of the world depend L pOn
the triumph of the Immaculate Hearl, the
means of accomplishing which are contained
in the Message of Falima. Our preaching of
the Message of Falima will inevilably hasten
the lriumph of the Immaculate Heart, because
reparation through the Rosary and First Sat-
urdays will be known by more and faithfully
pracliced,

Let us then with loyalty and devolion to
Our Blessed Mother Our Lady of Falima,
encourage olhers to know and practice this
beautiful self-chosen devotion of Our Bless-
ed Mother, thal her Immaculate Heart may
trinvmph, thereby saving souls, and bringing
an era of peace to the world—a peace which
the world itself cannot give.

Appeal To The Laity

My dear friends, 1 have tried in a very
humble way to bring you the great wonders
of Our Lady of Fatima. The account of these
wonderful happenings has probably been a
means of edification and enthusiasm for you,
Please, do nol forgel aboul them, bul procur-
ing more books endeavour to spread the Mes-
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sage of Fatima as much as possible. These
books are available for the asking, They have
been prepared solely to make Lhe Message of
Fatima known to evervone, everywhere. Do
yvou want to win mankind back to Christ?
then now is the opportune and proper time

-become an aposlle of Our Lady of Falima.
Any aclivily on your part for the cause of
(ur Lady of Fatima will nol go unrewarded.
Many blessings are sure to follow.

And, dear friend, the reading of this book
recounting the wonderful events of Our Lady
is a grace obtained through her, and one that
merils a corresponding response of welcome
o the heavenly Message sent to you, by heed-
ing it and faithfully putting it inlo practice.

In times such as we live in now Our
Blessed Mother deigned to come down to this
earth to ask us to recite her Rosary, thal peace
may be obtained, because only she can come
to our aid. She asks for the amendment of
our lives and penance. And to ensure that we
believe in her Message and obey her com-
mand, God caused lhe great Solar Prodigy,
o prove to the assembled 70,000 people thal
it really was Our Lady who had appeared
to the children. She has given to us the means
of making her Immaculate Hear! triumph—
Rosary and First Saturdays.

LET US THEN TURN TO MARY—-OQUR
LADY OF FATIMA.

Let us then give freely to Our Lady what
she asks of us in our own interest. Iirst, let
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us make a good confession and receive her
Divine Son in the Holy Sacrament of the Lu-
charist. Let us then begin a truly Christian
life, faithful to God and His Commandments,
and those of His Church, as well as those du-
lies of our slate of life. Finally, let us prac-
lice the devolion to Our Lady of Falima as
requesled by her at Falima in 1917. Lel us
avoid those false whisperings and excuses of
satan. We live in times thal are not norimal,
and therefore our conduel should be exem.
plary. Let us resolutely change our habits, if
such be necessary, let us nol wail anolher
casligation from the hand of God to make
that change by force.

Let us then resolve to promise Our
Lady that we will recite the Rosary dailv, and
whenever possible with our family, If Pope
Pius XI with all the heavy responsibililies
and cares that were his lot as Head of the
Universal Church could find time to recite
the full Rosary with the members of his
household before reliring al night, who is
there that will dare offer the excuse that he
cannot find time for even one Rosary. A
mother whose children recite the daily Rosary
can die in peace, because she is sure lo meet
them again in the heavenly Kingdom. Saint
Hilary says: “No matter how criminal a sin-
ner may be, if he perseveres in his devotion
to Mary, he will be saved.” Again we read in
the promises made to Bl. Alan de la Roche
by Our Blessed Mother: “He who trusts in me
through the Rosary will nol perish.” Thus.
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let us try to recite more Rosaries each day.
Perhaps another Rosary or two could be add-
ed on your way to work or even in bed at

night.

Let us immediately make our personal
consecralion lo the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, of our homes, our families, ol those
over whom we have charge, and our work.
It is well for us to remember and clearly un-
derstand the gravily of the times, of the e-
venls that are taking place, as well as those
that will inevitably follow. In all earnesiness
fet us pray fervently for the conversion of
sinners and an amendment of the lives of
ungrateful mankind.

Let us comply with the request of Our
Lady of Falima by practicing the devotion
of the First Saturdays. The Message of Fati-
ma contains that request, and it is accom-
panied by a promise—an appeal for prayer
and reparalion by mankind for their frans-
aressions against the Law of God; a promise
ol peace and love in this life and elernal hap-
piness in the next, contingent on the twofold
condition of prayer and amendmenl.

Let us then give an earnest and loving
welcome Lo the Message of Fatima.

Let us acknowledge that we have merited
chaslisement.

et us be contrite for our past sins.
Let us resolve to amend our lives.
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Let the good amend their lives so that
they become better.

Let the better apply themselves to be-
come perfect. .

Let the perfecl aspire and sirive to be
elevated lo the state of sanclity.

. Let us each consider the Message of Fa-
tima as being personally delivered to each of
us, and that the salvation of souls and the
peace of the world are dependent on the faith-
ful praclice of the devotion to Our Lady of
Fatima.

Let us then, dear friends, give lhe Im-
maculale Hearl of Mary the joy of seeing her
heavenly Message heeded and faithfully put
into practice. By so doing, we shall draw Lhe
blessing of God on ourselves, our families
and on our country.

The Testimony Of Miracles

On the occasion of her last two appari-
tions Our Lady of the Rosary of Falima had
promised the three Seers of Fatima thal she
would cure the sick that invoked her inler-
cession with faith, How well that promise has
been kept and fulfilled is well attested by the
many miracles that have followed. To record
them all would take a far larger volume than
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this, and due to lack of space we can record
but a few of them.

As at other Shrines, there is al Fatima
a Medical Bureau which exercises a strict ob-
servalion of all the cures atiributed to the use
of the spring waters at Cova da Iria, or to
pelitions made in the now famous Basilica
of Our Lady of Fatima. We must remember
that Holy Mother Church acls in this maltter
with great prudence and eaution, yet with
all this reservation many favors have been
granted, which, after due and mature inquiry,
have been accepted by the Ecclesiastical au-
thority as being undoubtedly miraculous, be-
cause such conclusion is inevitable, as no
olther natural explanation is sufficient for
the facts.

These miracles are as varied as they are
wonderful. Many, for example, have been
worked in favor of unbelievers; or, at least,
of person predominantly lacking devolion.
Some have been instantaneous, others grad-
wal, and more have been accomplished in
places far removed from the Shrine,

The First Cure At Fatima

The first cure at Falima was very re-
markable, as it occurred on the day of the
last apparition of Our Lady, October 13th.
1917, and the seriousness of the malady from
which Mrs. Maria dos Santos suffered.
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Maria do Carmo was the wife of Joaquim
dos Santos who lived in Arnal, a village about
eighteen miles from Fatima. For five years
she had suffered from tuberculosis, and in
the early part of 1916 took a definjte turn for
the worse. Severe pains in head, chest, stom-
ach and intestines were experienced. A drop-
sical condition developed in her hands and
feet. Loss of weight followed, and the taking
of nourishment induced such severe agony
that her sustenance was but a litile milk.
There was no facility for medical treatment
due to the remoteness of her abode, and f{i-
nancial embarrassment forbade her lransfer
to a city. Laler medical altention was given
by a Doctor from Batalha, bul no bene Ficial
results were noted. She steadily Erew WOorse,
and July, 1917, saw her with bul a very short
while to live,

The wonderful events of Fatima renew-
ed hope in this desolate woman. Confident
in a strong faith, she appealed to Our Lady
to cure her, promising to go to Fatima bare-
footed. She told her promise to her dis-
traught husband, but he objected to the jour-
ney, as, being poor, he had no means to pro-
cure transportation to Fatima. He feared
that she would not survive such a journey,
Maria insisted, and her husband al last con-
sented. On August 13th, they started the
journey to the Cova da Iria, reciting the Ro-
sary on the way. A little improvement was
noted and maintained afler she returned
home. The journey was repeated on Septem-
ber 13th, with similar results.
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She returned again on the day of the fi-
nal apparition—October 13th. Like the rest
of the 70,000 pilgrims present she was drench-
ed with rain, but immediately she reached
the Cova da Iria she fell perfectly well. The
paing had ceased, the cough bothered her no
more, and the dropsical swellings had sub-
sided. The bloody expectorations ceased, and
her appetite returned. SHE WAS CURED.
Twelve months later she said that she never
felt better in her life. On November 13th,
1917, she returned to Fatima to fulfill her
promise, and to give thanks to Our Lady of
Fatima for the favor granted to her.

The Visconde de Montello, a personal
friend of the author, invesligated this case
and has vouched for the facts recorded here
for not only Maria herself, but also for her
husband and other trustworthy wilnesses.
Thus, the first cure at Fatima.

Dther Miraculous Favors

Since the cure of Maria do Carmo many
others have taken place, and over a thousand
cases have been recorded in the “Voz da Fa-
tima”. The circumstances of these cuires have
heen various, some being instantaneous, oth--
ers gradual, some al Fatima, while others
have occurred in places far removed from the
Shrine. It is not the purpose of the author
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here to go into the question of what is a
miracle, and when and how it happens. Many
have said that the common consensus of
belief of all peoples is that miracles are folly.
However, Heaven through Fatima has spoken
otherwise. Even those of scientific abilily
have to admil that the cures of Falima are he-
yond natural causes. They have lo admit to
their supernatural cause,

The Catholic Church, ever prudentl and
ever cautious in these malters, is even more
rigorous than those scientific critics in de-
manding indisputable evidence of the super-
natural. At Fatima, as at other Shrines, every
precaulion to prevent mistalemenls or exag-
geralions is laken. A medical Bureay
has been established, where complele infor-
matlion concerning the sick person such as
the nature, origin, and case history of the
ailmenl, must as far as possible be attested
lo in wriling by a competent physician.
Also required are the circumstances sur-
rounding the cure, and the means em loved
to oblain il. Too, the mentalily of the pa-
tient before and after the cure is recorded, as
well as the observations of physicians. The
subsequent history of the case is followed up.
These cures are, with the consent of the party
involved, reported through the columns of
“Voz da Fatima”, for the greater glory of
God and the honor of His Blessed Mother. that
souls may be edified. They are the recordings
of scientific observations, and not the equiv-
alent of an ecclesiastical pronouncement as
to the miraculous nalure of the cure.
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The tide of Our Lady's mercy is far from
ebbing as it is attested by further favors be-
ing received by those who have invoked her
aid with faith. The following list of cures
is recorded in brief, for vour edification
and the greater glory of God, and the honor
of His Blessed Mother—Our Lady of Falima:

Documents received from Mr. fvo Gon-
calves, Figueriro do Campo. He reports: “My
daughter Mary was grievously ill. Doclor Ju-
lio de Oliveira diagnosed a lesion in the heart,
and thal this was incurable. Doclor José Cris-
lino was of lhe same opinion, giving her but
a few months and perhaps less lo live, Il was
at that moment thal a copy of “Voz da Fali-
ma” came into my hands and my wife and
1 started a novena to Our Lady. On the ninth
day she was completely cured.”

Documents from a Franciscan Fathier,
Rev. J. Diniz da Costa, Funchal: “I was for
many years a paralytic. Together with my
family I made a novena to Our Lady of Fa-
tima. By the ninth day there was no sign of
paralysis.”

Mrs. Maria Adelaide da Rocha Spratlez,
Oporto, says: “The Doclors said that I would
never be cured from the vomiting of blood
from which I ceaselessly suffered; death was
apparently a matter of days. 1 said a shorl
praver for my two little children whom I was
going to leave behind. Then I sipped a few
drops of water from Fatima. From thal mo-
ment there was no further vomiting and 1
am quite well.” .
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Mr. José Marlins Gonealves, Ramalde,
Oporto. Among lhe documents wriles: “In
1935 I fell gravely ill with tuberculosis. All
the Doctors I consulted told me thal I could
not live long, and that my sickness was mor-
tal. I promised to the Blessed Virgin that if
[ were cured I would publish the miracle in
the *Voz da Falima’. Sure as 1 am of the
completeness of my cure, I wish to make
known all over the world that Qur Lady cured
me,”

Mrs. Maria Natividade Marquez, Chainca.
Leiria. Enclosing her documents in her let-
ter, she writes: “I was instantaneously cured
on my arrival at the hospital of Coimbra of
polype of the nose for which I was to have
an operation, without any other intervention
than that of the Blessed Virgin. Then 1 was
ordered to the infirmary by Doctor Bissaia
Barreto. I was there examined by many Doc-
tors who were obliged to state, after a scrup-
ulous examinalion, that no trace could be
found of my sickness. Not daring however
to pronounce me cured, they subjected me
lo new investigations, obliging me (o remain
in the hospital for twelve days, after which
they were convineed that I was perfectly
cured and healthy.”

Mrs. Rose Lopez dos Sanlos, Ovar, en-
closing the documents, says: “The diagnosis
of the Doctors was that I had a ulerine tumor,
and that T must submit myself to a dangerous
operation. I simply had recourse to the Bless-
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ed Virgin, said a few pravers and I was
cured.”

Mrs. Alice Matos, Machedo de Cavaleiros.
Presenting the documents says: “My father
had a haemorrhage of the slomach. His
death was considered by the Doclors to be
imminent. At the end of a novena to the
Blessed Virgin of Fatima, my father was
cured.”

Mr. Agostinhe do Nascimento Coruja,
Epadaeda. Enclosing the documents says:
"My wife could not retain any food in her
stomach. Besides this she had chronic bron-
chilis. We went to all the Doctors near our
home, but having ne more lo consult, we
started a novena to Our Lady. On the firsl
day my wife managed to retain a little of the
food we were giving her. She continued eat-
ing and digesting whatever we gave her, and
now she eats as if she never suffered from
the stomach.”

Alfonso Rousinol, Ninho do Acor., Ac-
cording to the documents his parents say of
him: “"He was suffering terrible pain from
internal tumor. He was discharged from the
hospital of Astelo Branco as incurable, We
had recourse to Our Lady of Fatima and
without any treatment the pains ceased and
on examination by the Doctors the tumor
proved to have disappeared.”

All those cures cnu:um‘uh:d_ above have
been vouched for by the Parish Priest of each
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parly, and by the testimonials of the assisl-
ing Doctor. These may be termed the phys-
ical miracles, but the moral miracles, as the
Bishop of Leiria points oul, are in every way
more numerous and wonderful than the
physical ones.

These things have been written for your
edification, that a grealer and stronger bond
of love between you and Our Blessed Mother
may be effected; that through that love Our
Blessed Mother—Our Lady of Falima, may be
better known and loved by olhers: that
through reparation to her Immaculate Hearl
the salvation of souls will be assured, and a
true, lasling, just peace be granted unto the
world—a peace which the world itself cannot
give, No better words can more filtingly con-
clude these chapters than those of our beloved
Pope Pius XII—Pope of Peace—Pope of the
Immaculate Heart—in his Christmas exhort-
alion:

“The call of the moment is not for lam-
entation, but for action: not lamentation
over what has been, but a building up of what
is to arise. It is for the best and most distin-
guished members of the Christian family,
lilled with the enthusiasm of the Crusaders,
to unile in a spirit of truth, justice and love
of the Cause. (¢OD WILLS IT! They must he
ready to serve, to sacrifice themselves like the
Crusaders of old! The essential aim of this
necessary and holy Crusade is that the Star
of Peace, the Star of Bethlehem, may shine
out again over the whole of mankind in all
its brilliant splendor and reassuring conso-
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lation . .. FIGHT FOR THE CAUSE OF MAN-
KINDI

Our Lady of the Rosary of Falima, pray
for us. (300 days Indulgence).

“Let us go with confidence to the throne
of grace...” (1)

“Thou art the hope of the world ... ". (2)

The Fatima Jubilee Celebration

In 1942 lack of transportalion prevented
Lthe great national pilgrimage to Falima and
it had to be postponed. In May, 1946, how-
ever, it was possible and the ceremony was
undertaken wilh all solemnity; in this cer-
emony was included the presentation of the
precious crown, which had been offered to
Our Lady of Fatima by the women of Portu-
gal in 1942,

The Celebration was determined by a
collective Pastoral Letter from the Porlu-
auese Episcopate issued on Jan. 18, 1946. In
this letter, emphasis was laid upon the mir-
acle of peace having been preserved in Portu-
gal, and it was ordained that the pilgrimage
should be one of thanksgiving and repara-
lion.

The Pope, who has an undisguised lik-
ing for the Portuguese nation and ils rulers,
wished to be associated in this national Tesliv-

(11 & (3% Texts taken Trom the new DMnss of the
ITmmgaentalte Hoarl,
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al in honor of Our Lady, and appointed as his
representative one of the most nolable Carp-
dinals of the Sacred College, Benedello Aloisi
Masella, who was created Cardinal in the
Consistory of Feb, 18th, 1946, This prelale
has had a brilliant career which is of especial
interest to Portuguese, as a greal parl of it
and perhaps the most difficult, was passed
in Portugal. In 1910, the Provisional Govern-
ment broke of ' diplomatic relations with the
Apostolic Mission and recalled some lime
laler the Portuguese representative from the
Vatican. The Papal Nuncio, Monsignor Giu-
lio Tonti, left Lisbon; his secrelary, Mons.
Masella remained, charged with the extreme-
ly delicate and difficult work of continuing,
in an unofficial capacity, as the liasion be-
tween the Holy See and the Church in Porlu-
gal. His procedure was prudent and firm
and contributed greally to maintaining the
conscientions Portuguese Catholics unyield-
ing and courageous in the defense of their
rights. It was not until 119, after the re-
sumplion of diplomatic relations with Rome,
that Mons. Masella left our counlry. Later he
went as Nuncio, first to Chile and then to
Rio Janeiro and, in the latter city, was glad
lo find himself onece more in a counlry of
Porluguese language and civilization.

It was this Cardinal that the Pope sent (o
Portugal as his Legate a lalere, his personal
representative at the festival of the great pil-
grimage and the coronation of the image of
Our Lady of Fatima.

The Cardinal arrived at the Portella aero-
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drome, by a special plane on May 10th.
Among the officials wailing to greet him were
(reneral Amilcar Mola, representing the Pres-
ident of the Republic, the President of Coun-
cil, the Ministers for Home Affairs and Just-
ice, the Under-Secrelary for Foreign Affairs,
the Apostolic Nuncio, the Cardinal Patriarch
and various Portuguese Bishops; also pres-
ent were the Presidenls of the National As-
sembly, the Corporalive Chamber, the Muni-
cipal Council of Lisbon, and the Supreme
Courl of Justice and, also, the Military Gov-
ernor of Lisbon. Behind them was a greal
crowd that broke into a roar of acclamation
as the Cardinal Legate, followed by his at-
iendants, stepped out of the aeroplane on to
Porluguese soil.

On May 13th, after the various religious
acls customary on lhese pious occasions,
lhere came the special ceremony of the Coro-
nation of the image, so veneraled by every
Portuguese Catholic and, indeed, by thous-
ands of people of the same Faith throughout
the World.

The multitude in Falima was enormous.
It is estimated that there were about half a
million Porluguese, praying and singing.
There were also many foreigners—Spanish,
Belgian, Dutch and American—peaple of far-
distanl Nalions and lands. A group ol Dulch,
formerly imprisoned in a concentralion
camp, sent an aeroplane full of flowers, in
fulfilment of a vow they had made. Flowers
were sent also by Belgian and Spanish Catho-
lics. All the World was in Falima and broke
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into cries of salutation when the Cardinal
Legate placed upon the head of the figure of
Our Blessed Mother the precious crown thal
]mlr] been presented by the women of Porlu-
gal.

It rained conlinuously, but all were con-
tent on that day of penitence and picty. “The
rain of Falima does no harm” — said the
multitude,

All classes of Porluguese were present—
representalives of the Government, praclie-
ally all the Portuguese Episcopacy, various
foreign Bishops and a greal conecourse of lay-
men ol every social grade. Shortly after the
Coronaltion, il was announced by means of
loud-speakers that the Pope would broadcast
a message, once more in the language of
Camoens, lo the Portuguese gathered in Fa-
tima. This message is a most honourable doc-
ument for cur counltry and the people of Por-
tugal. Il is a testimony, from the highesl
power on Earth, the grealest dignity and
moral authority in the World, o the faith
and Chrislian spirit of Porlugal.
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The Message From The Pope
To The Bishops Of Portugal

In his message the Holy Father said in
part:

“Our Presence today in this Sancfuary,
among the immense mullilude assembled
here, is testimony that the Virgin, whose
malernal and compassionale Hearl made the
miracle of Falima, has heard largely your
supplications. Your love and gratifude are
symbolized in thal precious crown which,
through the medium of our Cardinal Legale,
we place upon the Image, in recognition of
the greal love and innumerable blessings that
the Virgin Mary has beslowed upon the land,
Eight Centuries of blessings; the first five un-
der the sign of Saint Mary of Alcobaca, Saint
Mary of Victory and Sain! Mary of Belem, in
the epic wars against the Crescenl, in the
times of your heroic adventurers and the dis-
coveries of new islands and new conlinenls,
where your ancestors planted the Cross of
Christ; in the last three Cenluries under the
prolection of the Immaculate, whom (he
Monarch of the Restoration, with the enlire
Nation, acclaimed Patroness and Proteclor of
his kingdom and dominions, crowning Her
as an especial tribufe of homage, vowing fo
serpe her, even unito dealh, in the name of
her Immaculate Conceplion and, in hus own
words, ‘trasting with greal faith in the in-
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finite mercy of Our Lord, through the inter-
cession of our Palroness and Proleclor, who
profecls and defends us from our enemies,
Jor the glory of Christ and the exhallation of
the Holy Roman Church, the conversion of
Lhe gentiles and the subduing of the heretics.

And the Faithful Virgin was rightly
trusted. It is sufficient o reflect upon lhe
past Lhirly years, upon the crises tha hape
been overcome and the blessings received.
We have only to lift our ejes lo see this Cova
da Iria that has been lransformed inlo a run-
ning fountain of sovereign graces, of physic-
al and even greater moral miracles. The tor-
renls from this spot have descended opep the
whole of Portugal and, from there, broken
all frontiers and spread through the Chureh
over the whole World. How liltle worthy we
are of this blessing and how feeblyy can we
show our gratitude, Three hindred years
ago, the Monarch of the Resloration placed
the crown al the feel of the Immaculate arnd
proclaimed her Oueen and Palroness, as a
sign of his and his people’s love and recogni-
fton, To-day, you, m;'fﬂ the paslors of souls
and your Government, are all people of
The Land of Saint Mary.

“By our ardent prayers, generons sacri-
fices, eucharistic solemnilies, the thousand
signs of your filial love and depvation and :_'h.e
bestowal of this precious crown, gou bind
yourselves to Our Lady of Fatima. Here, in
this blessed oasis, all must feel the super-
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natural nearness of her immaculale Heart,
pulsing with immense fenderness and mafer-
nal solicitude for us and for all the world.
Precious crown, expressive symbol of love
and gratitude! This great gathering, the fer-
pour of your prayers, your holy enlhusiasim
and the thunder of your acclamalions al Lhis
sacred rite, in this hour of incomparable
triumph for the Holy Molher, remind us of
olther multitudes yel more vast, other and
greater acclamalions, other lrinmpls more
divine: her Assumptlion inle Heaven, thal
greal day when the glorious Virgin entered
trivem phantly inlo the Celestial Kingdom and,
kneeling al the throne of the Holy Trinily,
was crowned (Jueen of the Universe and seal-
ed al the right hand of the Immortal King of
the Centuries. And the world realized [hal
she was worthy of the honour, the glory and
the Empire, as she was full of grace and sane-
tity, incomparably grealer than the grealest
saints and angels, and, becaise of her miyjs-
fical union with the Blessed Trinily, chosen
Spouse of the Holy Ghost and Mother of the
Word.

“She is the Mother of the Divine King to
Whom, at His Birth, the Lord Gaod gave the
throne of David and the royalty of the House
of Jacob. He te Whom has been given all
power in heaven and on earth, He, the Son of
(rod, has conferred on the Celestial Molher
the glory and majesty and the empire of His
royally.
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“You thanked to-day your Queen for the
sovereignly you have experienced not only
by malerial blessings bul also by innumer-
able endearments with which you have been
enriched,

“For four long years, the grealest of all
wars encircled your fronliers and ot
escaped, thanks lo Our Lady's prayers
and inlercession for you and your (rovern-
ment, Because her protection preserved you
from calamity and did not permit the war to
touch you, you now erown her Queen of
Peace and of the World and pray to her that
shie will help the world to find that peace and
rise again from ruins.

“This crown, symbol of love and qrali-
tude for the past and of faith and loyalty in
the present, will become for the fulure the
crown of a message and a hope. In crown-
ing the image, you have performed an act o f
fatth in her royalty, loyal submission to her
aitthority and filial and consfant response
to her love. You have done still more: Hou
have consliluled yourselves crusaders for the
conquest and re-conquest of her Kingdom,
which is the Kingdom of God. You hape
promised, in the sight of heaven and earth,
lo love, venerale, serve and imitale her so
that, through her intercession, you may the
belter serve God:; you vowed "al the same
lime, lo work that she may be loved, vener-
aled and served by the family, the community
and the world,”
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In this decisive hour of history, in which
the Powers of Evil are emploging all their
forces fo destroy faith and morals, the King-
dom of God — the sons of lighl, the sons of
(rod, miuist rumbmc in His defence, that they
may not be lost in the caltastrophe (hal is far
grealer and more disasirous than all the ma-
ferial ruin brought aboul by the war,

There must be no neutrals, no indectsion,
in Lhis battle. We must have an enlighiened
Caltholicism, staunch in faith and the Com-
mandmenls, in ils senlimenls and in ils pri-
vate and public work — such a faith as was
proclaimed four years ago in Falima by the
Young Catholic Movement; we must be a
hundred percent Cathalic!

In the devout hope tha! Our wishes may
find favour with the Immaculate Hearl of
Mary and that the hour of His trittmph, the
triumph of the Kingdom of God may be
hastened, in pledge of the celeslial grace, 1o
you, Venerated Brethren, to your Clergy, lo
His Excellency the President of the Republic,
to the illustrious Chief and Members of the
rovernment, to the military and civil author-
ities, to all of you beloved Sons and Daugh-
ters, to you pilgrims {o the shrine of Owur Lady
of Falima and to all those who are uniled
with youn in spiril, in Porlugal and overseas,
we give with all our love and affection lhe
Apostolic Benediction.
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America’s Debt To Qur Lady Of Fatima

Our nalion is emerging from its cruelesl
war. It owes a debl of gratitude to Our Lady
of Fatima who forelold the war, and then
guided us through it so manifestly. Despile
boundless natural resources, we could nol
have turned the tide of battle on earth had
o Lady nol direcied the tide of mercy from
Heaven. The United Slates played a great role
in World Wars I and II, but Mary’s role was
much greater. Our National Paltroness should
receive a token of honor and thal token is
' e eongecration of the nation to her Immacu-
late Heart. Now is the acceptable time.

Newspaper headlines are crowded with
demands for the prosecution of war erimin-
als. They have no space for Our Lady of Fa-
tima, but they have plenty of il for the lessop
Peroes. Justice is nol being done. It is cause
for dismay to follow the trials of alleged war
criminals. The ghastly lynchings which oceur
in some areas and the persecution of Cathaolie
majorities in others are no less revalling In
civilized sensibilities than formal irials
in which political gangsters, corrupted by a-
theism and expediency, are permitted to tes:
tify against personal enemies. Disgusting hio-
graphical details obscure the poinls al issue.
Yel, not a word of editorial svmpathy for
nations (small ones of course!) rulhlessly
eliminated from the map of the world! JTudas
and Pilate are with us again. Shall we aban-
don the quest for justice?
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Both World Wars, I and 11, were caused
by sin. They were ocecasioned, nalurally, by
the known historical circumslances. Sin pro-
voked the anger of a just God and war was
the expiation of guilt. The length and violence
of both wars were lessened by the prayers of
the just — notably, very notably, by the inter-
venlion of Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima.

In World War 1, she bore secret messages
from Heaven lo the shepherds of Falima.
Aware of the force of her prayers before Lhe
throne of God, she claimed that she alone
could stop that war. And she proved it, for in
answer to the query of Jacinta of Fatima
she promised, in 1917, to bring home all the
troops soon. She did so in 1918, saving, there-
by, countless American lives. Our men were
pouring into Europe by the millions at that
time. It was the age of trench warfare, gas
bombs and mass infanlry movements, Of
course Mary received no medal al Versailles,
for Christ Himself was not welcome there.
And we speak of justice!

Our Lady’s services in World War II
were much greater. She Iried heroically to
prevent the conflict., Her secrel message was
heard but not heeded. “If what 1 tell vou is
done, there will be peace. But if not, during
the next pontificate, another and more ter-
rible war will break out . . .” The failure to
accept Our Lady’s mediation cost some 40
million lives.
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Despite the spiritual blindness of men,
Our Lady declared that, in Lhe end, her lm-
maculate Heart would triumph and usher in
an era ol peace. Thal clearly indicates that
her prayers and merits played a ralher large,
if not allogether independent role, in the aw-
ful cataclysm. (It was not the atomic bomb
after alll) The Immaculate Heart did triumph
al last and world peace dawned. Praclically
every major developmenl in the unfolding of
the peace occurred on Mary’s feast days, and
the majorily of them coincide strikingly with
the dates of Fatima's hislory as if lo call al-
tention to the prophecies so heroically deliv-
ered o the world in 1917, (See “Mary Davs in
America™)

Without the mediation of Our Lady of
[Falima, World War IT might have continued
indefinitely, taking a greater toll of American
lives and lend-lease expenditures. Suppose
our enemies had invented the atomic bomhb
before we did? Suppose that ghastly weapon
had been used by both sides earlier in the
conflict? Suppose our crops had failed, or a
plague had Ernkun loose due lo the absence
of our doctors?

It would be a mistake to accredil our vie-
tory in this war to the atomic bomb. Mary's
fial is more powerful than any bomb, how-
ever deadly. The sun is much greater than
the atom. The enormous labor and expense
we underwent to split the atom fail to im-
press us when we recall the miraculous ease
with which Our Lady moved the sun al Fati-
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ma in 1917. Our Lady’s inlelligence and
power transcend scientific genius. The issue
of the war was determined, not in a chemical
laboralory, but in the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. Since God has given her control over
the blind forces of nature, we need not fear
a third world war as long as we {ly to her
protection and obey her counsels.

Greal Rosary Crusades swepl the Uniled
States during World War 11, Fatima was their
light and inspiration., How grateful our na-
tion should be to Our Lady of the Rosary of
Fatima! Her leadership achieved ils end
mightily but ordered all things sweetly. The
necessities of life abounded amongz us and
even luxuries were nol wanling, Materially
speaking, we were the moslt blessed nation
under the sun,

“Qur cities and towns remain unscathed
by the devastating, deadly bomb”, observed
the Brooklyn Tablet. “Our system of govern-
ment is strong and universally respected: the
institutions of our nation still flourish. Our
people are united. Our means of livelihood
are largely intact.”

Bishop Hoban of Cleveland rightly em-
phasized that it is through the intercession of
the Mother of God that peace came al last.
“Immaculate Heart of Mary,” he prayed,
“Oueen of all hearts, reconeile thy children
wilh God and wilh each other; thou alone
canst obtain for them a laste of the sweel-
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?F’E’"‘..Gf the peace thal is a prelude to eterna
ife.

As a medal of honor for Our Lady of th
Rosary of Falima, we suggest the consecra
tion of the United States to her Immaculats
Heart. It is a token of distinction for whicl

she herself expressed an ardent desire in con
nection with World War IL

Mary Days In Ameriea

Our Nation, by formal dedication, is i
part of Mary's realm. From her throne in
Heaven she exercises her prerogative as Me
diatrix of all Graces by reproducing amony
us her Christian virtues and bestowing need
ed graces. Her inner life is the pattern ol
American life; her spirit the mould of ou
national spirit. To be Marian is to be Ameri
can in the finest sense of the word.

A striking coincidence of dales in the
life of our Nalion and National Patrones:
comes to mind at this turn of history. True
the eoincidences are purely exlerior, but they
set off a host of thoughts, like doves taking
flight. Comparing salient dates of Worle
War II and the Marian liturgical cycle, ong
almost forgets whether he is reading a relig
ious calendar or a diary of war. A few ex
amples will be of interest.
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DeEcEMBER 8

1846—The United States, Benjamin among
Marian nations, is dedicaled to the Immacu-
late Conceplion, (The centenary was solem-
nized last year, 1946.) Deep devolion lo Our
Lady burns in the hearls of the hishops unil-
ed in the Council of Ballimore, for it is not
until eight years later, December 8, 1854, that
the dogma of Mary's Immaculate C uu{'L]}lmn
is defined by the Universal Church. It is a
holy day of obligation.

1941 —American Calholics are pondering Our
Lady's sinless enlrance into this valley of
lears when news comes lhat the nation is en-
lering its cruelest war. When a flight of Jap-
anese airplanes drops bombs on Pearl Har-
bor, it is December 8th in Tokyo and Decem-
ber 7th in Washington, D. C. Congress does
not declare war until the next day, December
8, 1941, hence tha! date must be wrillen in
red letlers on the pages of American hislory.

Mavy 13

1917—1It is noon and the silver-toned Angelus
sounds over the mountain at Fatima as the
Lady of the Rosary appears for the first time.
She reveals that peace will be granted to man-
kind, after World War I and 1I, only through
her intercession.
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At Rome. While the apparition of Our
Lady takes place at Fatima, Monsignor Pacelli
is being consecraled bishop. As Pope Pius
X, he consecrates the world lo the Lmmaci-
late Heart of Mary and establishes the new
feast of the Immaculale Heart. The war ends
during his pontificate. He is the Pope of Peace
and of the Immaculate Heart,

1945—The joyful pealing of church bells

summons the people of the United States o

prayer, Il is the day of national lhanksgiving

to God for V-E Day. The decree emanales

from Harry Truman, President of the Peace,

% is also Mother's Day and World Sodality
ay.

AvaegusT 13

1917 —15,000 pilgrims await the fourth appar-
ition of Our Lady at Fatima. They thrill with
poignant expectancy, but she fails lo appear,
Disquieling rumors are sel afool when il is
learned that the shepherds are in prison al
Vila Nova de Ourem. There is confusion and
disappointment on the mountain-side. Sud-
denly a shining white cloud of beautiful form
descends majestically from the blue of heav-
en to the little oak tree. The crowds contem-
plate it with reverence and joy.

1946—Millions of Americans expect peace
momentarily in the Pacific. Misleading re-
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pmh occasion premalure rejoicing. Conlu-
sion follows a disappointing denial from the
the White House. Mixed emotions are felt du-
ring the Irying suspense, bul joy prevails be-
cause the white cloud of peace is visible to all.

AvgusT 1H

It is the feas! of Lhe Assumplion. greales!
of Marian Festivals. It is a glorious mysiery,
the consummation of all the mysteries which
make Mary's life heroic. On his day Hn‘
(hurch commemorales the end of Our Lad I's
earthly mission, her triumph over sin, her
ascent to efernal glory. It is a holy day of
obligation in the U, S. A.

1945—T1t is August 15th in the Land of the
Rising Sun when the American ultimalum
of surrender is accepted. The war is over in
the Pacific. News of the surrender reaches the
United States on the 14th of August, sweep-
ing like a paean of triumph, from coast to
coast. World War II is over, and American
prestige rises to new heights.

AvausT 19

1917—0ur Lady of the Rosary appears lo the
shepherds, nol al Falima bul at Valinhos. It
is her fourth wvisit, She consoles the three
children who suffered imprisonment for her
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sake. She requests the building of a Rosary
chapel. The shepherds take home a branch
of the tree on which Our Lady stood and it
gives forth a sweet perfume.

1945—The perfume of gratitude towards God
rises from the heart of America for the end-
ing of World War IL It is the day indicated
hy President Truman for national prayer and
thanksgiving after V-] Day. It is Sunday and
the churches are crowded.

AvagustT 22

1945—O0ur Lady enjoys a fruit of her appar-
ilions al Fatima—the first observance in the
United Stales of the new Feast of the Immac-
ulate Heart established by Pius X1, The
world observance of this feast is a formal
trivmph for her Immaculafe Hearl, 1t is the
Octave Day of the feast of the Assumption.

1945—The first fruits of our Pacific cam-
paign are harvested in the Byu Kyu Islands.
Captain Masanori Shiga signs a document
recording the unconditional surrender of Mili
Atoll aboard the USS Levy anchored in Mili
Lagoon. It is the firsl formal surrender of a
Japanese island to American forces.

SEPTEMBER 1

1945—1It is the First Saturday of the month,
sacred to Our Lady of the Rosary. At Fatima
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Our Lady promised to obtain great graces for
the world if people receive Holy Communion
in the spirit of reparation fo her Immaculate
Heart on the First Saturday of the month.
First Saturdays are red-letter days on the
Marian calendar.

1945—General MacArthur receives the wrillen
surrender of the Japanese Empire from ils
agents on the USS Missouri anchored in To-
kyo Bay. A sunburst throws a golden glow
on the bay as the last Japanese signature is
affixed. It is Sunday in the Far East and the
First Saturday in the West,

SEI"TI"IT'.II-'IE.H 3

1945—Feast of the Nalivily of the Blessed .
Virgin Mary. The Fathers of the Church
compare Mary in her birth to a radiant dawn.
Mary’s birth announces the dawn of Redemp-
tion, the approaching advent of the Sun of
Justice.

1945—The First American flag to fly in Tokyo
since the surrender is raised atop the Nippon
News Building in a ten-minule ceremony.
General MacArthur issues the order: “Have
our country’s flag unfurled and in Tokyo's
sun let it wave in its full glory as a symbol
of victory for the right.”
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New Mass Of The Immaculate Hoart

AveusTtT 22%D

Introit. Hebr. 4. 16. Lel us go therefore
wilh confidence to the lhrone of grace: thal
we may obtain mercy, and find grace in sea-
sonable aid. |

Ps. 44. 2. My heart ullered a good word:
I speak my works to the king.

V. Glory be to the Father.

PRAYER

Almighty and elernal GGod, Who in the
Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary hast pre-
pared a worthy dwelling for the Holy Spirii:
mercifully grant that as we devoufly observe
the feast of the same Immaculate Hearl, we
may meril lo live according to Thy Hearl.
Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who
livelh and reigneth with Thee in the unity
of the same Holy Ghost, God, world wilhoul
end, Amen.

Epistle. Eccli. 24. 23-31. As the vine 1
have brought forth a pleasant odor: and my
flowers are the fruit of honor and rviches. 1
am the mother of fair love, and of fear, and
of knowledge, and of holy hope. In me is all
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hope of life, and of virtue. Come over lo me,
all ye that desire me, and be filled with my
fruits. For my spirilt is sweel above honey,
and my inheritance above honey and the
honeycomb. My memory is unto everlasting
generalions. They that eat me, shall yel hun-
ger: and they that drink me, shall vel thirst.
He that hearkeneth to me, shall not be con-
founded: and they thal work by me, shall
nol sin. They that explain me shall have life
everlasting,

(rradual, Ps. 12, 6. My hearl shall rejoice
in thy salvation. I will sing to the Lord, who
giveth me good things: vea I will sing to the
name of the Lord the most High.

V. Ps. 44, 18. They shall remember thy
name throughout all generations. Therefore
shall people praise thee forever; vea, forever
and ever.

Alleluia, alleluia. V. Luke 1. 46-41. Mv
soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. Alleluia.

In volive Masses after Sepluagesima, Lhe

following is substituted for the Alleluia and
its V,

Tract. Prov. 8. 32-35. Now therefore, ye
children, hear me: Blessed are they that keep
my ways, Hear instruction and be wise, and
refuse it not. Blessed is the man thal heareth
me, and that watcheth daily at my gates, and
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waileth at the posts of my doors. He that shall
find me, shal]pfind life, and shall have sal-
vation from the Lord.

Gospel, John 19, 25-27. At that lime,
there stood by the cross of Jesus, his mother
and his mother’s sister, Mary of Cleophas, and
Mary Magdalen. When Jesus therefore had
seen his molther and the disciple standing
whom he loved, he said to his mother:
Woman, behold thy son. After that, he said
to the disciple: Behold thy mother. And from
that hour, the disciple took her to his own,

The Creed,
Offertory. Luke 1. 46-49, My spirit hath

rejoiced in God my Saviour; because he lhat
is mighty hath done great things lo me, and
holy is his name.

Secret: Offering to Thy divine majesty,
0 Lord, the Immaculate Lamb, we beseech
Thee that the divine fire, which ineffably
inflamed the Heart of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, may inflame our hearts. Through the
same Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who livelh
and reigneth with Thee in the unily of Lhe
Holy Ghost, God, world without end. Amen.

Preface of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Communion: John 19. 27. Jesus said to
His mother: Woman, behold thy son. After

that He said to the disciple: Behold thy moth-
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er. And from that hour, the disciple look her
to his own.

Postcommunion: Refreshed with Thy
divine sacraments, Oh Lord, we humbly im-
plore that being freed from present dangers
through the intercession of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, the feast of whose Immaculate
Heart we have celebrated with solemn rile,
we may obtain the joys of eternal life.
Through Our Lord Jesus Chrisl, Thy Son,
who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the
unity of the Holy Ghost, God, world without
end. Amen,

E— T
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Fatima In The Eternal City

Pope Consecrates The World To The
Immaculate Hearl Of Mary

We now come lo the effect produced
by all these events at Falima in ecclesiaslical
circles in Rome, always extremely reserved
in malters of this kind.

In reply to a reporl of the Porluguese
Bishops, Benedict XV wrote on April 29th,
1918, that he had always hoped Lhat the de-
pressing situation of the Church in Portugal
was only passing, because the ardenl devo-
tion of that country to the Immaculale Con-
ception merited for il an extraordinary aid
from the Mother of GGod. 11 is beyond doubl
that these grave words of the Holy Falher
alluded to the great evenls of Fatima, which
were then occupying all minds in Portugal.

On November 1st, 1926, the Aposfolic
Nuncio at Lishon came spontaneously lo IFa-
tima, where, after prayving and addressing
the people, he granted 200 days’ indulgence.

(n L.lunu:lr}' Ast, 1927, the Sacred Con-
gregation of Riles granied to the Sancluary
of FFatima the indult of the Mass of Our Lady

of the Rosary.
On May 13th, 1927, the first stone of the

Basilica of Fatima was blessed in the pres-
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ence of a crowd of 300,000 pilgrims. A du‘\
scription of this greal pilgrimage, published!
in the Osservatore Romano on June 13th,
1928, was the subject of much comment.

More significant still is the personal acl
of Pope Pius X1, who, on January 9th, 1929,
at the audience of the Portuguese Seminary
in Bome, was pleased to offer lo each semi-
narist two pictures of Our Lady of Fatima.
On December 6lh of the same year, Pius XI
wished to bless personally at the Valican the
statue of Our Lady of Fatima, senl from Por-
tugal for the Porluguese Seminary in Rome.
Short of giving a definite judgment, the Sov-
ereign Pontiff conld nol have manifested in
a more expressive manner his opinion and
his good will towards these evenls of Falima.
It is also known that Pius XI wished to read
all the acts of the Canonical Process of Fali-
ma in order to acquaint himself personally
with such an extraordinary marvel.

On May 13th, 1930, the Porluguese Semi-
nary in Rome celebrated the anniversary ol
the first apparition of Fatima, and the Sacred
Congregation of Riles granled il the indult
of celebrating the Mass of Our Lady of lhe
Hlﬂsar}f under the rite ol a double of the firsl
class.

On October 1si, 1930, the Sacred Penilen-
tiary granted to the faithful who visit indiv-
idually the Sanctuary of Falima and pray for
the Pope's intentions, seven wyears indul-
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gence; and to those who make the pilgrimage
In a group, a plenary indulgence once a
month. As has been said above, il was on O¢-
tober 13th of that year that His Lordship the
Bishop of Leiria was to promulgate his Pas-
loral Letter approving officially the Appari-
lions and cult of OQur Lady of Fatima; and
it will be observed that these indulgences
granted at Rome on October 1st came just in
lime to prepare minds to receive with entire
confidence the proximale episcopal approba-
tion, which the Holy See has thus discreetly
supported,

Pius XII, in his Aposlolic Letler “Saeculn
exeunte octavo™, of June 13th, 1940, address-
ed to the Bishops of Portugal to develop the
Portuguese missions, said also: “ ., . Lef the
faithful, when reciting the Rosary so strongs
ly recommended by Our Lady of Fatima, not
omil to address an invocalion lo the Blessed
Virgin in favour of missionary wvocations.
And at the end of the letter: “God will then
bless this holy crusade (of the Missions) and
the chivalrous Portuguese people, under the
auspices of Our Lady of the Rosary of Falis
mea, the Blessed Virgin of the Rosary, who
oblained the victory of Lepanto.”

In their collective Pastoral Letter of 19432,
the Portuguese Bishops wrote on this subjecl:
“We are happy to see the Supreme Authorily
of the Vicar of Jesus Chrisl evoke thus lhe
festimony of Fatima and proclaim Urbi el
orbi the name of Our Lady of Falima in an
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Apostolic Letter addressed to the Portuguese
Bishops, but published for the whole world.”

On erecting in Mozambique, in 1941, the
new diocese of Nampula, the Holy See gave
il officially as Patroness Our Lady of Falima
(A.ALS. 33 (1941), 16).

On the occasion of the celebration of the
25th Anniversary of Falima, The Osservalore
Romano of Sunday, May 10th, 1942, publish-
ed eight large columns in folio with illustra-
lions, on the Apparitions of Our Lady of Fa-
lima.

On May 13th, 1942, was issued, also from
the Vatican Press, the 4th edition of I'r. Fon-
seca’s book: “Le Meraviglie di Fatima”, with
the Imprimatur of the Vicar-General of Val-
ican Cily.

On October 31st, 1942, His Holiness Pius
X1l associated himself with the closing cele-
brations of the Jubilee of Falima; and in his
radio message to the Portuguese nation,
made the consecration of the world, and of

lRussia in particular, to the Immaculale Heart
ol Mary.

Quite true, neilther the Apparitions nor
the message of Falima are arlicles of Faith,
and the infallibility of the Church is nol in-
volved in any of the acts we have just re-
counted. But without giving any dogmatic
judgment, the Holy See could not have man-
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|t'ested in a more expressive manner ils opin-
ion and good will towards the events of Fati-
ma. And since the visible Head of the Church,
after an examination of the documents, be-
lieves in the reality of these Apparitions, and
recommends the devolion of Our Lady of FFa-
tima, let us follow him: wilh him we are in
r:xn{t]'h‘.lll company.

THE CROWDS OF FATIMA

Falima is situated in a mountainous re-
gion al a distance of about ten miles from the
ailway station in the plains. In spile of this
pilgrims come in greal numbers, because for-
getting Ltheir own comforl, they come lo pray,
to do penance, and to ask for health of soul
and body.

These pilgrimages take place especially
on Lhe 13th of each month. This day chosen
by Our Lady of the Rosary for Her Appari-
tions has become, in Portugal, a holy day;
and as people receive Holy Communion on
the First Fridayvs and the First Salurdavs of
the month, so also on the 13th in honour of
Our Lady of Fatima.

In winter ;11Ihl|m'+ are less numerous:
2,000, 3,000, sometimes 5,000. The numbers
increase very much in summer, during the
months of the Apparitions, uuuhmf_r one,
two, three hundred thousand and more, es-
pecially at the two great national pilgrimages
on May 13th (lhe first Apparition), and Oe-
tober 13th.
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THE WONDERFUL CURES

At the fifth and sixth Apparitions, Our
Lady of the Rosary of Fatima had promised
to heal sick persons and hear our pravers.
She has not broken Her word.

On the very day of the Greal Solar Prod-
igy a wonderful cure look place among the
crowd, The number of these cures continned
to increase unlil, as at Lourdes, Hospitals, a
Bureau of Medical Examinalion, stretcher-
bearers, ele., had to be established at Fatima,
The Medical Bureau at Fatima regislers an
average of 2,000 sick per year. But the major-
ity of the sick do not register. Evidently mi-
racles are rare, and not all sick are cured.
But all, or almost all, receive greal moral
sirength, and the inestimable grace of bear-
ing with resignation and merit the cross Di-
vine Providence has imposed on them,

The official organ of The Sancluary—
“The Voice of Fatima”—has already regisler-
ed about 1,000 cures of all types of diseases:
luberculosis, blindness, meningitis, ulcers of
every kind, fractures, Poll’s disease, ele. Many
of these cures are truly wonderful, and an
account of them can be read in the books
recommended.




PORTUGAL CROWNS
OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Pope Pius XII addresses nigh on
a million Pilgrims.

Nearly one million pilgrims attending
the celebration of the Coronation of Our
Lady of Fatima, were greeled in an address
by His Holiness Pope Pius XI1I on May 13th,
1146 over the facililies of the Vatican Radio.

His address was in Porluguese, and sole-
Iy spiritual in nature. “None ¢an remain neu-
tral in this struggle™ he said in his 15 minute
Message to the Pilgrims of Falima.

His Holiness was represented at the cer-
emonies by His Eminence Cardinal Masela, as
Apostolic Delegate. The Apostolic Delegate
met the Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops,
clergy and High Government officials at the
historical monument at the Convent of Batal-
ha dedicated to Our Lady of Viclory.

Here at Fatima amid solemn ceremonials
the acl of the Coronation of Our Lady of Fa-
lima took place, on the 29th anniversary of
the First Apparition at Fatima, where pil-
grims to the number of almost one million
were aggregated. The ceremonials commene-
ed at 10 o'clock a. m., and were followed by
an address of His Holiness Pope Pius XII,
on a devotion that is very dear to his heart—
the devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.
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How To Consecrate
To The Immaculate Heart

“Behold this Hearl encireled by thorns...
You at least try to console me . .. " (June
13, 1917)

“l ask the consecration of the world {o
my Immaculate Heart,” (July 13, 1917

Every action we perform to console
Mary’s Heart is, in a broad sense, a conse-
crated act. The desire to please her, to honor
her, lo obey her, to belong to her—these things
are the essence of any consecration. To stand
on ceremony is to miss the point

The act of consecration to the Immacu-
late Heart does not impose new obligations
on a Christian. It is reparatory and suppli-
catory like the Act of Consecration to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus. IT IS NOT A TITULAR
DEDICATION. It nowise affects the title of
a parish, school or diocese. 1t has nothing to
do with patron sainls.

INDIVIDUALS may consecrate lhem-
selves by a shorl ejaculation, once or several
times daily. “Immaculate Heart of Mary, |
consecrale myself to thee!” If they desire for-
mality, they may visit a church and read an

act of consecration from a praver-book or
leaflet.
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PARISHES should first spread the mes-
sage of Fatima. Sermons from the altar and
parochial society activities will facilitate this.
Boolklets or leaflels may be distributed gralis,
Then at a well altended religious service, or
on a popular feast day, the priest may read
aloud the act ol consecration, either alone,
or together with his flock. The rubrics permit
such an act, for example, after the Divine
Praises following Benediclion ol Lhe Most
Blessed Sacrament.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS should popularize
the story of Falima. An easy task, for the
pupils find it thrilling! Then all classes may
consecrale themselves together formally at
some common religious funclion, or they may
simply add an ejaculation to the Immaculate
Heart after the usual pravers before class.
A piclure of the Immaculate Heart would
fitlingly adorn the walls of the class room,

DIOCESES have been consecraled in var-
ious ways, since there is NO METHOD OF
CONSECRATION, The consecration brings
blessings butl entails no canonical effeclts or
ritual. Naturally the bishep’s intention to
consecrate will find expression in the publie
reading of the Act of Consecralion, The Acl
of Consecration of the Human Race lo the
fmmaculate Heart of Mary, composed and
used by Pius XII in 1942, is usvally employed,
The reading of the Acl acquires dignity and



authority if performed by the bishop from
his throne during some solemn function such
as a Solemn Mass on a Marian feast, or alter
a sermon on Fatiia during Novena Services.
Circular letters from the chancery effeclive-
ly prepare the clergy and public to share, lo-
cally, in these services, wilh inlelligence and
devolion.

A Message From
Our Lady Of The Rosary Of Fatima

The apparitions of Our Lady of the Ro-
sary at Fatima during the first world war
shed rays of heavenly light and hope over Lhe
world of today. As you know, the Blessed
Virgin appeared to three little shepherds at
Fatima in 1917, and repeatedly urged them
to say lhe Rosary for the ending of the wai

Mary nol only foretold the second war
as a punishment for the sins of mankind, but
like a good Molher, she prescribed the means
of avoiding or al leasl shorlening il. 5ix limes
she visited the children. Six limes she carried
and recommended her sacred beads, making
il clear that she possessed from her Divine
Son the power of stopping the war. Thal was
in 1917. The war ended in 1918.

Fresh and consoling FE‘II'[E[!IHIU]'IH cmerdae
from the facls of Lil]lﬂ
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1. Mary could have stopped the war, and
she wished to do so.

2. Mary requested a Rosary Crusade to
end the war.

3. Mary wanls the Rosary recited proper-
ly. She made meditation on the mvsteries of
the Rosary an explicit condition of the great
promise connected with the First Five Satur-
day devolions.

4. Mary considers children capable of
saying the Rosary well. Jacinta was 7, Francis
was 9, and Lucy was 10, at the time of the
apparitions.

5. The Rosary moulds and develops
Christian character. Jacinta died in the odor
of sanclity at the age of 10. Lucy is still lead-
ing a life of great holiness.

Would it not be a wise measure of Chris-
lian pedagogy lo place Mary’s Rosary in the
Catholic curriculum so that pupils may be
more effectively equipped lo face the trials
of life? The mysteries of the Rosary ineul-
cale the life of Christ, the science of sainls,
the history of histories. The Catholic pupil
who prays the Rosary intelligently cannol
fail in the battle of life. He will be an exem-
plary Catholie, a future citizen of heaven,
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The mysteries of the Rosary will nourish
his youthful imagination with the high ideal-
ism of scriptural heroes. Moreover Mary her-
self would become a teacher in Catholic
schools. How effeclively she would impart
the knowledge of the one thing necessary!

THE LIVING ROSARY

The living Rosary is one of many prac-
tical methods of giving form lo this sacred
project. It need not assume an “official®
character. No constitutions, no roll calls, no
meetings, no dues. Here is a suggested plan
of procedure:

1. The 15 mysteries are distributed a-
mong 15 pupils, so that every day the com-
plete Rosary is recited by that group. lohn
receives the Annunciation, Mary the Visita-
tion, Henry the Nativily, and so on through
the 15 mysteries. More groups are formed
unlil the enrollment list is exhausled. Every
pupil in the school is responsible to Mary
for his “daily decade”. In a school of 150
pupils, 10 complete Rosaries ascend to Mary’s
throne each day and bring down rich bless-
ings on the school, the parish and the waorld!

9. A lesson is given on the mechanics of
the Rosary. The mysleries are brielly ex-
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plained in a religion class. The chief inleres!
should center on the mysteries. Introductory
and concluding prayers are nol essential to
the Rosary.

3. Each pupil privalely reciles the same
decade once each day, at any time, in any
place, for any intention. Even periods of va-
calion could be sanctified by this praclice.
Of course the decade could also be recited in
common, if that is preferred, since only 2 or
J minutes are required lo do so wilh rever-
ence. The latter method would encourage the
Catholic practice of carrying the heads.

4. The mysteries may be written, oul-
lined, painted or printed on holy cards bear-
ing a brief instruction or related virtue to be
Eraclisﬂd. The mysteries or holy cards may

e changed at the end of the month or semes-
ter hy the various teachers, or drawn al ran-
dom from a baskel or bowl wilh enlertain-
ing ceremony in a class-room or assembly
hall. The pupils might retain the holy cards
as reminders during the month,.

9. The mysteries may be employed for
monthly English essays, poems, shorl slories.
plays, color or painling projects. The hesl
ones might be published in the school hullel-
in or magazine. This is a pleasing method
of eliciling original reflection on the life of
Christ. It is being carried oul with greal sue-
cess in some Catholic schools.
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6. The teacher may suggest intentions to
be prayed for each month or semesler such as
world peace, vocations, conversions in Lhe
parish, success in examinalions, non-praclis-
ing or deceased relatives. Two or more inten-
tions may be proposed, a collective one, e. g.,
world peace, and an individual one according
lo personal necessily.

A GIFT TO MARY IMMACULATE

In this great counlry dedicated to Mary
Immaculate in 1846 there are aboul 2 million
pupils in Catholic schools. If Mary were lo
receive the priceless gifl of 2 million decades
of the Rosary each day, our country would
surely receive Lthe grace to realize ils spiritual
mission among the nations of the world, It
would not be satisfied with mere political or
commercial supremacy. There would be joy
in heaven, peace on earth, conversions lo our
holy faith, and a great army of missionaries
in pagan lands. Do not the many political
projects concerning good neighbor policies
and post-war global confederations indicale
that we musl crusade for Christ at home be-
fore we can do so abroad?

As things stand now, the sad truth is that
many educated in our Catholic schools are
not crusaders. As far as the Rosary is concer-
ned, some of them could not even name five
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of ils mysteries. Remember thal our counlry
is largely non-Catholic, Our children shouldn’t
be denied the privilege of saving souls by a
reasonable apostleship conformable to thmr
age.

It is just and edifving to nole, however,
that many American Catholic children, en-
rolled in schools where the Rosary Crusade is
heini fostered zealously, are engag-::d in holy
and happy emulation of ]ittle Jacinta, Fran-
cis, and Luecy. Gratified leachers report that
examinations are being passed by formerly

failing students, that parenls are receiving
striking temporal favors, that moral conduct
and spiritual attitudes are being renovaled
generally. The pupils of one school, unsol-
icited, receive Holy Communion almost dai-
ly, and they have persuaded, as only child-
ren can, 37,000 families lo recite the FAMILY
ROSARY each day for world peace!

(od has entrusted Mary with the dispen-
sation of all His graces. Let us heed the mes-
sage of Fatima. Mary, kindly Mother of all
nations, dispensed these graces with great
generosily to the humble shepherds at Fati-
ma when she said: “I wish you to say the Ro-
sary, and say it properly.”
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Fatima Is Going Places

Excerpts From Those Who Have Heard

Hear ve, the prophetic words of Our Lady
of the Rosary of Fatima, ullered at Falima,
in 1917, and transmitled to poslerily by Llhe
three shepherd children to wlrl‘mn she appear-
ed on the thirteenth of each month from May
to October: “. ... To save souls, the Lord de-
sires that devolion lo my IMMACULALE
HEART be established in the world. 1f what
[ tell you is done, many souls will be saved
and there will be peace. The war will end but
if they do not cease to offend the Lord, not
much time will elapse, and precisely during
the next Pontificate another and more ler-
rible one will commence. . . . To prevent this
[ ask the consecration of the world to my
IMMACULATE HEART.”

The “Message of Falima” was unheeded.
The world was embroiled in war again.
We can help lo re-establish peace by spread-
ing this beautiful devolion of REPARATION
to the IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY,
through the daily recitation of the ROSARY,
IIBTY'ESI?E devotion of the FIVE FIRST SATUR-

The “MESSAGE OF FATIMA” is both a
warning to the world, which has ceased lo
heed the Commandments, and a call to every-
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one, everywhere, to give REPARATION to the
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY. In this
book, we present evidence of the remarkable
spread of this beautiful devotion, compiled
from Execerpts From Those Who Have Heard
—{rom a few of the many millions of souls,

everywhere, who have heard, and heeded, the
MESSAGE OF FATIMA,

To Bro. Servatius, of the Congregation
of the Bros. of Mercy, Buffalo, goes the hon-
or of being the First Promoler for the Sadal-
ity of Reparation to the Tmmaculate Heart of
Mary. Untiringly and successfully has he en-
deavored to bring the Message of Fatima fo
all that come within reach of his aposiolate
as a Brother of Mercy.

REV. ], O'CONNELL—Sacred Heart Rectory,
Wheeling, Wesl Virginia.

- What are the conditions for estab-
lishing the Sodalityy or Confralernily of Our
Lady of the Rosary of Falima, or of Repa-
ration to the Immaculate Hearl of Mary?"

JOSEPH A, BRIEG—1307 Creedmore Avenue,

Pitlsburgh 26, Penna,

“Bishop Hugh €. Boyle has designaled
the Holy Name Sociely of the Diocese of
Piltsburgh as an agency lo propagale de-
volion to Our Lady of Fatima, 1 am Chair-
man of the special committee . . . Will you,
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therefore, please send me 400 of [he bool-
lets, "Falima and the Rosary”, and 3,000
of the leaflels? . .."”

FR. FRANCIS KUHN, C.P.—S1. Paul’s Monas-
tery, Pittshurgh 3, Penna.

... “Upon my return to the Monaslery
I found the tmo boxes (of boaklefs) . .
I give them only fo those I think will fol-
low the matter up. I preach on it (the de-
votion to Our Lady of Falima). In everi
rrr-fm” I try o inlerest the priesis in n‘
gining them a few copies for themselves.”

REV. R. E. AYCOOK, 5.5.—St. Mary's Sem-
inaryv, North Paca St., Baltimore, Md.

“I fmrf your booklets very valu-
able to p!mr- in the hands of our students

to acquaint them with Our Blessed Molher's
recent manifestations in Porlugal . .. "

GEORGE J. WALTER, C.SS.R—SIL. Peter's
Church, 1019 N. 5th St., Phila., Pa.

. “Recently I came across your book-
let, entitled “Our Lady of Falima”, and I
wish lo congratulale jfou upon your excel-
lent work . . . would be pleased lo have you
send me a l"ﬂp_[,f of il as soon as possible.
There is also a four-page booklet entilled
“A Message From Our Lady of Fatima”,
which I would like you to include”
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REV. FRANCIS J. WHITE — St. Henry’s
Church, 2428 Arlington Ave., Pittsburgh
10, Penna.

“Please send lo me fmmr:r!'mfefy
500 Ifﬂﬁefs on the “Lady of Falima” Devo-
tions. I should like to have them in lime ,f'ﬂr
distribution at our Masses on First Friday™.

FRATER VENARD KANFUSH, O.F.M., Cap.,
Capuchin College — Brookland, Wash-
ington, D. C.

“Many thanks for the generous

amount of booklets on Our Lady of Fatima

. Father Harold Vaogler of this college is

also doing well with the booklels senl him,

I think that he spoke on Our Lady of Fali-

ma at a recollection day held for a group
of women, here, in Washinglon.”

SISTER MARY FRANCIS—Saint Ursula Se-
nior [Init, Catholic Studenls” Mission
Crusade, Ursuline Academy of the Im-
maculale Conceplion, Louisville, Ky.

“The quantily of literalure on Our
L ﬂ!d[_! uj’ Falima which you so generously
sent me several times has been sent South.
Fast, North and Wesl, to paslors, nuns and
laity. I sent a eard and some pamphlets to
the pastor of the Parish 1 left forly-five
years ago. He intends to have (he ‘Living
Raosary’ introduced in his school (Calmar,
Tomwa).”
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SISTER MARY ELIZABETH—Mercy Hospit-
al, Rockville Center, L. I, N. Y.

e« . 1 am very anxious to spread the
devolion and we have a splendid opportu-
nity to do so here. May I ask you {o send
some exira leaflels . . . Il seems thal il is
only within the last six months thal we
have heard of Our Lady's appearance at
Fatima. Well, anyhow, we are going to try
to make up for lost time.” . . .

MISS ANNE CURBRAN—451 First Street, Troy,
New York.

oo WIll you please send a few books
about Our Lady of Fatima to distribute
throughout the elass? I am in the sixth
(rrade in Saint Joseph's School, Troy, N. Y.
I am going lo make the First Five Safur-
daE o

(Editor's Note—We might pause to ob-
serve, al this poinl, that children are taking
an important part in the promotion of the de-
volion to Our Lady of Fatima. It might be re-
membered too that is was Lo children that Our
Blessed Mother revealed the MESSAGE OF
FATIMA, and that it is through children that
it will be earried to posterity.)

MARY HUNTER—327 Third St., Troy, N. Y.
« v 1T am a member of the Seventh

Grade in SE. J aseph’s School. We (the class)
are very much interested in the spread of
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the Family Rosary. We i{ry to starl il in

our family and in other families . . . Would

you kindly send us thirty Pledge Cards of

the Sodalily of Reparalion to the Immacii-

late Heart of Mary.” . . .

(Edifor's Nole.—5L. Joseph's of Troy, N. Y.,
was the first and original Falima Club.)

BROTHER PETER, 8. M. — Marist College,
Brookland, Washington, D. (.

. .. "My most sincere thanks for the
abundant number of booklels and the book
on Our Lady of Fatima. [ am sure the de
volion will be established in this house by
all the seminarians and those friends who
are interested in our Rosary Mission., 1
know it will inlerest you fo know that
Monsignor Fullon Sheen, speaking al the
Church Unity Octave on the reconversion
of Russia, buill his whole sermon on the
promises given to the three holy children.
He says it is through the intercession ﬂ'!(
Our Lady of Falima that the Russians will
come back to Christ.” . . .

BRO. ABMAND BENOIT—Ecole Des Sts.-
Martyrs, 182 Marquelte, Quebee, Ca.

... "I should like to have some details
about the book, "THE MESSAGE OF FATI-
MA”, in the new and revised edition ... If
you have any editions in French, please
send me a series for one of my conjfréres;
the athers in English.” . . .
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ST. YINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY —T. F.
O'LEARY, 1112 King Ave., Pittshurgh,
Pennsylvania.

... "Please send 1,600 books, ‘Falima
and the Rosary’, to the St. Vinecent de Paul
Sociely, c-o Rep. V. J. Rieland, 1118 Chislett
St., Pitlsburgh 6, Pa.” . . .

MARTHA BLATTAU—631 Frick Building,
Pittsburgh 19, Pa.

. « . “Please send me some booklels,
“Falima and the Rosary” ... As a member
of a study club who visit shul-ins il is nice

fo pass the story around of Our Lady of
Falima.” . . .

MARY K. SENN,—Grand Regent, Courl Mas-
sillon, Catholic Daughters of America,
406 Korman Ave., N. E., Massillon, Ohio.

.« . Your very generous shipment o
leaflels and brochures of Our Lnég,r af J’"ﬂ'f
tima and the Rosary arrived a few days
ago. Our Study Group was very happy to
recetve them and is working to spread this
devotion.” . . .

BRO. JOEL STANISLAUS—Saint Mary’s Col-
lege, Winona, Minn.

.+« 4 am deeply graleful for your in-
vitation to become a Promoter of devotion
to Our Lady of the Rosary of Falima. Af
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once, I enrolled my whole community of 20
members. In addition, we have a college
a}f about 250 students. A grealt number of
these may wish fo enroll in the Sodality.
Please send more blanks. By the daily reci-
tation of the Rosary we presume you mean
five decades each day. Ap m I right?” . . .

(Editor's Note. — Five decades of the Ro-
sary, recited daily is the requisite for mem-
bership in the Sodality of Reparation to the
Immaculate Hearlt of Mary. BEPARATION
to the IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
should be the intention. For children, the re-
quirements is one decade each among groups
of five, and such is the arrangement of the
children’s Fatima Clubs.)

FR. PAUL SHULTE—Shrine of Our Lady of
the Snows, Oblate Fathers, Belleville, I11.

... " (rod bless you for sending me sep-
eral packages of pamphlets on Our Lady
of Fatima. I am making good use of them
in order to spread the devolion to the Queen
of the Most Holy Rosary . . . Our Bishop
here is very much in favor to spread the
devotion lo Our Lady of Fatima.” . . .

MRS. PIERRE F. ALLEGAERT—205 Homer
Street, Newton Centre 59, Mass.

« - - “Please find enclosed five pledges
to recite the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin
daily, with the name of His Excellency The
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Most Rev. Richard . Cushing, D. D., our
Sacred Heart Church Pastor, and of my
family and self. Our eldest son Peler Fran.
cis was killed in action in France on Sep-
tember 30th, 1944, so my family cirele—
five of us—is broken by his death. But we
want His Excellency to take his place so we
all together pray fto Our Blessed Lady of
the Rosary.” . . .

RIGHT REV. WILLIAM C. McGRATH—Secar-
boro Foreign Mission Society, Scarboro
Bluffs, Ontario, Canada,

(1]

... “You are certainly to be congratu-
laled on your wonderful part in making the
story (The MESSAGE OF FATIMA) known
throughout America and in our own small
bay we are trying to do the same in this
country. It does seem almaost the only hope
of the world these anxious days . . . Wish-
ing you every success in your Heaven-in-
spired apaostolate.” . |

SISTER ROSE GERTRUDE. 0.P.—161-06—
89th Avenue, Jamaica, L. o

.+« “We received the booklets and liter-
ature on Our Lady of Fatima and distrib-
uted them to all present at the Graduation
Exercises on Friday evening . . . Our vale-
dictorian stressed the need for heeding
Our Blessed Mother's request. Lel us hope
that... many will respond by making Repa-
ration on the Five First Salurdays and the
frequent recitation of the Rosary.” . . .
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MRS. ANDREW FOLEY-—411 Carters Street,
Camden, N. J.

... "As I have had many calls for the
pamphlets on Our Lady of Fatima, I am
most anxrious fo receive them. I shall be

grateful if you will send them to me quick-

liy.

BROTHER TOBIAS—c-0 The Ave Maria,
Notre Dame, Indiana.

v o o Please send me 1,000 Booklels—
Falima and the Rosary . . . I represent THE
AVE MARIA in this city (Chicago), and I
am of the opinion that I may be of some
help to the cause.” . ..

MRS. JOSEPHINE MITCHELL—Blessed Sac-
ramenl Library, 77 Centre Avenue, New
Rochelle, New York.

... "Will you please send twelve copies
of “Our Lady of Falima”, by Father Cacel-
la, lo above address?” . . .

SISTER M. PATRICIA ANN, 0.P.—Saint He-
lena’s Convent, 2080 Benedict Avenue,
Bronx, New York,

«.. Al is my greal desire lo spread de-
votion to Our Lady of the Rosary of Fa-
tima. Your prayers and labors in behalf ﬂ}{
Our Lady of Fafima are bearing muc
fruit in the extensive and untold good she
is reaping in souls through this devolion.”

MRS. J. G. MADDEN, East Palestine, Ohio.
e “I should like to oblain several
copies of the small orange-colored booklel,
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‘Falima and the Rosary’, for our Mothers'
Club . . . We are hoping lo spread the de-
vofion of the Five First Saturdays, for
peace.” . , .

JOHN L. STANKA—3222 North Oakland Ave,,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

- -« “Thank you for the copies of lhe
new revised edition of Our Lady of Falima
which you have sent me. I shall do my very
best lo spread the devotion lo the Immacii.
late Heart of Mary.

“Please accept my heartiest congratu-
lations for the splendid work you have
done in giving o the English-speaking
world such a wvid, accurale, and delailed
account of the happenings al Falima. You
have cerlainly rendered Our Lad y the greal-
esl service possible,

“The book holds the reader spell-
bound and after one has compleled its read-
ing, he or she is virtually held a caplive, as
if by some unforseen force. Of course, it
is all due to the love and goodness aof Our
Bilessed Lady. She is simply all-captivaling!

“"What a beauliful example the Ihree
little shepherd children give us! If only a
few faithful will imitate them in these tryp-
ing days, countless souls will be saved.

“Love and respect for Qur Lady, dear
Father, seemed to be very close lo the hearts
of our forefathers. The Polish people, like
the Portuguese, have crowned her, “Queen
of Poland”. May Portugal and Poland be
forever faithful to Our Heavenly Queen!”
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MOTHER M. FLORENTIA, LB.V.M. — Sainl
Bride Convent, 7760 South Shore Drive,
Chicago, Il

Thank you for the booklets, pledge
cards and other material which you recent-
ly sent us. Our friends and pupils have re-
ceived them so enthusiastically that we are
moved lo ask for more. We are very happy
to share in this laudable work of spreading
devaotion to Our Lady. May She confinue to
bless your efforls, Sincerely yours in J. €.

FLORENCE MARTOS—1028 Elizabeth, Mid-
land, Michigan.

“I received all of the lilerature
which I_J'ﬂu sent me about Our Lady of Fa-
ma. I have been having quite a bit of suc-
cess in asking people to recite the daily Ro-
sary in honor of Our Blessed Mother — so
mutch so thal I need aboul fifly more pledge
cards. Would you be so kind as lo send
them to me? Enclosed please find a small
offering contributed by some good people
who wish to make Our Lady better known.
Thank you very much.”

HELEN EMOND—Ursuline Academy, Great
Falls, Montana.

“I want to thank you for that most
bmuh j' ul medal and chain. All the girls ad-
mired it very much. I am going lo organize
that club I have. I have hwelve members
already. With sincere and good wishes.”....
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DOROTHY BALTHASER—Secretary, Catho-
lic Action Club, Holy Family High School,
Columbus, Ohio.

~ +.."We wish to express our apprecia-
lion of the pamphlels of “Our Lady of Fa-
fima” which you sent to us some time ago.
They have been put to good use. We have
chosen Our Lady of Falima as pafroness of
our club, The enclosed small offering we
want you lo use in any way you choose for
the many good works you are under-
taking."”

SISTER M. DOMINIC—The Convent of Mer-
cy, 273 Willoughby Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.

.+« "We thank you for your kind do-
nalion of three hundred booklels of “Fali-
ma and the Rosary”. Kindly accept the en-
closed contribution lo help spread devo-

tion to the Immaculate Heart of Our Bless-
ed Mother.” . . .

CATHERINE M. GATELY—100 Johnson Ave-
nue, Malverne, New York.

.« o Thank you for your answer fo
my questions. If all your promoters bother
pyou so much, I'm afraid you spend most of
nour time answering your mail, However
—I starled to distribute the booklels. One
mwoman in the parish ftold me that she has
been trying to organize the women to re-
ceive Holy Communion in a body al the
seven-thirty Mass on the first Saturday of
each month. She wanted to know where I
got my lileralure saying that she could use
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all I could give her. I gave her some and
then I suggested that I send her name lo
jjou as a promoter. She knows the people of
this parish much beller than 1 do, as I am
a comparative stranger oul here. She is a
greal worker so I think you will find her a
greal help. Her name is; Mrs. John L. Phip-

ard, 51 Norwood Ave., Malverne, N. ¥.—

also asked my brother who is a curale in
a Brooklyn church to do what he could lo
spread this devotion, He said that his pastor
had mentioned something aboul starling il,
so he told me to gel him some lileratire.
His name — Rev. A. Galely, 319 Maple St
Brooklyn, N. Y.— Reclory of 5. Franeis of
Assisi—I am also enc Irmm; the names of
some who would like to join in this devo-
tion. They are: — Irene M. Curran, Kalher-
ine M. Curran, Margaret T. Roche, Lorefla
Grately, Naney Barrile. — I am enclosing a
donafion. Please send me more booklels as
one priest asked me to give him all I had,
as he wanted o pass them out lo his con-
gregation, Just at presenl I am almost oul
of supplies, Thank pou.”

The lellers from which these few quola-
tions are selected are chosen at random. They
represent bul a mere iola of the many, many
letters from devolees of the devotion to Our
Lady of the Rosary of Fatima which come in
an endless and ever-increasing flow lo our
office. In a letler which the compiler 15 un-
able at the momenl lo locale, word comes
from the Rev. Edmund J. Baumeisier, S.M.,,
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Director of the Library of Marian Lilerature,
Universily of Daylon, Ohio, and Editor of
the Marian Library Newslelter, informing us
that he has become a Promoter of the devo-
tion to Our Lady of Fatima. From another
letler, likewise al presenl unavailable, and
written by the Reverend Secrelary of the
Catholic Pamphlet Sociely of the dincese of
Buffalo, we learn that this Society, al the re-
quest of the most Rev. Bishop, has begun
to promole the devotion through the distribu-
tion of the booklet, “IFFatima and the Rosary™,
copies of which they place in the church racks
throughout the diocese,

In addilion lo submilting this edifying
evidence of the spread of the devotion of
REPABATION to the IMMACULATE HEART
OF MARY, the cnmpilm' would like, too, lo
quole from the letters of those who have re-
ceived favors through the intercession of Our
Lady of Fatima. This he hopes to be able 1o
do in some fulure issue of Our Lady of Fati-
ma Magazine. Meanwhile, recipienis of favors
received through the inlercession of Our Lady
of Fatima are requested to forward the de-
lails to Father Cacella, who is doing so much,
in spite of the limited means at his disposal,
for the spread of the devolion.
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L.J.GC &M L
LES MISSIONNAIRES OBLATS DE M. L.
SCOLASTICAT SAINT - JOSEPH
Ottawa.

Reverend Joseph Cacella,
New York 54, N. Y.

Reverend and dear Father:

“That you endeavor lo spread this devo-
tion among yvour friends.”

Well, Reverend Father, I will ceriainly
do my best|

Oblate of Mary Immaculate, overtaking
the second year of philosophy, I wish also to
overtake the Heart of Our Immaculate
Mother.

Our scholasticate, which shelters 200 Ob-
lates, some 165 students lo priesthood, should
be good ground! Furthermore the devolion
to Mary Immaculate is nol unknownl! . ..

Some time ago the wonderful story of
the Apparitions of Falima knocked at our
door. I heard much of the name, pamphlets
were distributed and even a speech was de-
livered on the subject.

But . . . as many excellent things, the de-
volion sunk into some (I should say many)
generous hearts, and . . . The other day a
friend of mine felt that such a gem could not
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be smothered, it had to be set on the moun-
tain. And together we decided to do some-

ffﬁn%

ro. Beliveau (it is my friend’s name)

and I read and reread your pamphlets. Then

a careful study of the genuine words of Our

Lady herself, in your 34-page booklel, added

new interest to the subject. Questions arose.
And here they are:

1—Are all the words said by the Blessed
Virgin at Fatima noted in your account—and
is their authenticity beyond doubt?

2—Did Our Lady tell two secrets to the
Children: one on June 13, the other in July?
: . . and how much of each is actually known
lo us?

3—Was the contents of the secret of July
13th (p. 16) revealed to us by Lucy (girl) or
by Sister Lucy of Jesus (in religion)?

4—Have we any knowledge of the third
part of the secret of July 13th?

H—When did Our Lady say to Lucy of
Jesus: “My child, behold my Heart . . . I pro-

mise to assist at the hour of death, ete.” (p.
20) ?

This work has proved to be so interest-
ing and useful, that we wonder whether youn
would nol have any sort of analysis, or docu-
ments that would help understand the devo-
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tion to the Immaculate Hearlt and handle
more efficaciously yvour booklel.

Be sure dear Father, that we would be
glad to receive any work of the sorl and with
your permission type oul a copy of il—flor
our own personal use and devolion. Will also
return without delay anything vou wish to
have back.

Also lengthy information about the So-
dality of Reparation would be greally appre-
ciated.

OPORTET ILLAM REGNARE

So far our letters carry, as well as they
can, the “good news” Lo relatives and friends.
But you know thal pamphlels and hosls of
pictures, consecrations ete. . . . are needed
to carry on this work.

1 therefore inclose a small donation to
help you buckle up. Now I do not ask for
that amount of goods, the “admirabile com-
mercium” does nol proceed thus. But [ would
like to have,

l—ten (10) of vour (944 in. x 614 in.)
books of Our Lady of Fatima.

2—twenty-five (25) or so “Falima and
the Rosary” small size.

J—a cerlain amount of pictures for pro-
paganda and consecrabion and a few large
pictures if you have some lo spare.
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With this to begin with, a bibliography
on Fatima (English, French and Spanish)
would come in very handy—checking or prel-
erably sending those you can obtain for us
immediately.

Now I believe Lhis is a good beginning
and wish to end with the second thoughl pre-
posed to your booklet.—"a remembrance in
our pravers.”

May the Immaculate Hearts of Jesus and
Mary take good care of you during the com-
ing year and bless your apostleship.

Sincerely vours “in Xsto et M. 1.”

Bro. Geo. Alb. Auger, O.M.1.

P.S.— We have previously sought Lhe
approbation and encouragement ol our Su-
periors, which have been kindly extended to
us.

RESPONSE TO ENQUIRIES

Contained In Letter of Bro. Auger, O.M.1.,
Regarding Fatima

1. ARE ALL THE WORDS SAID BY THE
B. V. M. AT FATIMA NOTED IN YOUR AC-
COUNT?

ANSWER: By no means. The Lady of
the Rosary remained wilth the children fore
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some time during each of her apparitions.
“About the time that it takes to recite the Bo-
sary', observed Lucy. Much could be said in
that time. Much could be understood also by
simple contemplation, even though no words
were spoken. Sublime ideas were impressed
upon the minds of the shepherds. The world
can only imagine a small parl of the GRACE
AND TRUTH communicated by Mary.

2. DID OUR LADY TELL ONE SECRET
IN JUNE AND ONE IN JULY?

Yes, she did. We do not know how much
of each is known. These secrels were to be
kept by Lucy until such time as obedience to
OUR LORD and her superiors (the Bishop of
Leiria, etc.) required her to reveal them. Then
the Bishop published ONLY THAT PART OF
THEM WHICH HE DEEMED PRUDENT.
Sister Lucy has probably committed to wril-
ing her recollections of the evenls of Fatima
and the words of Our Lady, but they are se-
cret documents which cannot be revealed
without the proper permissions.

3. WAS THE CONTENTS OF THE SE-
CRET OF JULY 13th BREVEALED TO US
BY THE GIRL OR NUN?

This was made known to the Bishop by
Sister Lucy, but not published immediately,
Hence as far as WE are concerned, it was
some years after the apparitions. Our Ladv



herself told Lucy lo keep many things secret
at the time of the apparitions. But she appears
to Lucy even to this day. Hence it would be
easy for her to tell Lucy when to reveal parls
of her secrets and to whom, etc. Remember
that Lucy could not have WRITTEN these
things at the time of the apparitions. She was
illiterate. It is probable that Our Lady requesl-
ed her to learn to read and wrile for the ex-
press purpose of being able to give lucid and
reliable expression lo her supernatural
knowledge. She sludied under the Dorothean
Sisters afler she left Fatima.

4. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 3rd PART OF
THE SECRET OF JULY 13th?

Not that I am aware of. It may be thal
the Bishop in unwilling to publish il al pres-
ent, or il may be that Our Lady has nol given
Sister Lucy the word to reveal it. I have no
doubl that Sister Lucy would reveal it al once
if possible, because she speaks of ils great
imporlance to our day in these words: “"We
see her (Our Lady) turning aside the chastise-
ment in proportion as efforts are made to
propagate this devotion, but I fear that we
will not be able to do more than we are do-
ing and that God, being not well pleased, may
lift the arm of His mercy and let the world
be devastated ... "

It is clear that Sister Lucy realizes the
importance of her message. But she cannot
do much without the cooperation of the Bish-
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op; nor anything withoul permission [rom
heaven.

5. WHEN DID OUR LADY SAY “BE-
HOLD MY HEART ... I PROMISE . .."”

June 13th, 1917. But since Our Lady has
appeared subsequently to Sister Lucy, il is
not unlikely that she repealed the promise.
The Bishop did nol make this promise known
until 1939, after the war had already begun.

GENERAL NOTE: It would appear that
the PUBLIC part of the words and aclions
of Our Lady at Fatima concern the ROSARY.
The privale or secret parls concern the IM-
MACULATE HEART devotion, OFFICIAL re-
cognition of the requests of the Immaculate
Heart by Church authorities was granted AF-
TER the war began. That recognition by less-
er authorities has nol vel been given univer-
sally. We need not be surprised that the war
broke out in 1938. .

The message of Our Lady is authentic.
but allowance must be made for lranslations
into various languages. Different words may
express the same idea. It is my impression
also that all references to RUSSIA, by name,
were omitted by the Bishop of Leiria, until
after the consecration of the world to the
Immaculate Heart by the Holy T‘qthm Even
the Pope avoids the WORD “Russia” in his
consecration.
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DOMINICAN SISTERS
Marywood — 2025 Fulton Street, E.
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan

Eve of the Purification of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Dear Father Cacella:

What a God-given treat two lovely letters
from you. Thank you so much for the pray-
ers for my Mother and Father and all mv in-
lentions.

The Fatima Club leaflels surely came al
an_opportune lime. Besides telling aboul ijt
al Byron Cenler 1 will have one sent to each
of our missions wilh the mimeographed
school bulletin. In this schocl bulletin there
is malerial on Parliamentary Law for our
children in all the grades and a Club is recom-
mended. What more lovely than vour Fatima
Club. You surely must be a great friend of
Our Blessed Mother even materially to say
nothing of the spiritual aspect. Thank vou
for all the lovely booklets. You are lhe most
generous of anyone [ ever knew with mate-
rials. . ..

God bless you for your prayers and re-
membrance in your holy Masses. God is so
good to give friends like you. How dear your
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work for Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima
and for God’s poor who must be ever at your
Center for food and clmhmg May each day
find “vou less you” and “more Christ-like.”

God and Mary love and bless vou. May
all the Feasts of Our Blessed Mother find you
nearer to the Heart of Her Divine Son,

Be assured of my prayers for your inten-
tions and I beg a continued memento for my
intentions.

Devotedly yours in Our Lady of the Bo-
sary of Falima,

Sister M. Bernetta, O.P.

P.5.—So0 happy another First Saturday
will soon be here!

242



Further Excerpts
From Those Who Have Heard

CAPUCHIN COLLEGE—Brookland, Wash-
ington 17, D. C.

Dear Fr. Cacella: I am deeply grateful
for your generous shipment of pamphlets
and Falima medals. Be assured that we are
using all the material sent us to the best ad-
vantage. [ shall try to distribute the Spanish
and Portuguese pamphlets as soon as 1 find
an opening for them.

Father Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., the pro-
pagator of the Family Rosary, is scheduled
to speak to the clerical conference of the
Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade of the
Catholic University sometime during the
coming week. We are looking forward to
hearing him. Undoubtedly, Fatima will be
mentioned considerably.

I trust that you are doing quite well in
your good work, Father. May our Lady of
Fatima bless your every effort!

Gratefully and sincerely yours in Our
Lady,

Fr. Venard Kanfush, O.F.M., Cap.

ST. JOHN'S HOSPITAL of Cleveland, Ohio,

My dear Father Cacella: 1T have been
waiting and waiting for a bill for all those
booklets and pictures you sent me of Our
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Lady of Fatima. I was so pleased lo receive
them and distribute them to our nurses. Mosl
of them are making the “Five Firsl Satur-
days” and are very faithful to the daily reci-
lation of the Rosary.

May God and Our dear Molher bless you
abundantly for your zeal in spreading this
devotion, and may many souls be won back
to Christ through it.

I am enclosing a little offering. Laler on
[ expect to have more and I will sénd you
some more, so you can keep up your good
work.

Sincerely in Jesus and Mary,
Sister M. Conslance.

THE MISSION ACADEMIA — SI. John's Sem-
inary, Brighton 35, Mass.

Dear Father Cacella: His Excellency, the
Most Reverend Richard J. Cushing, of Boston,
has asked me to writle you and to gratefully
acknowledge the grand assortment of book-
lets and prayers to Our Lady of Fatima.
Through our Academia, the Mission Unif, we
have distributed these to the student body and
will do the same when the various priest or-
ganizations meel here.

May God bless you for the grand work
that you are doing in furthering the caunse
of and devotion to Our Lady of Falima. Of
particular personal interest, are Our Lady’s
words regarding the conversion of the Rus-
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sian people. Perhaps a new and extensive
field of Missionary endeavor will be opened,

Thanking you again and with every good
wish, I remain,

Yours sincerely in Chrisl,

Fred R. Rondon

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL—Troy, New York.

Dear Father Cacella: We have received
the envelope containing literature and best of
all, your picture. We want to thank you very
much for them.

We have obtained 175 more names of
families for you to put in the Golden Book.
We are sending their names to you for this
purpose. So far we have 418 families pledged
to say the Rosary, and we have added new
members to the Club, We now have a tolal
of 75 in our Club. Each one has signed the
pledge card and received the certificate of
membership and Medal.

We are sending some of the verses we
made up all by ourselves to the Blessed Moth-
er and we shall send the play later.

If you pray real hard for us we might
have something great to tell vou in regard to
our Club in a few days.

The large colored picture of Our Lady
of Fatima is beautiful, If possible, may we
have 14 more pictures. We want them for the
rest of the classrooms in the school.
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We are praying for you and going lo
Mass for you every morning. Please pray for
us.

Elizabeth Doocey
Mary Hunfter, Secrelary.

MISS MARY HUNTER, Secretary — Our Lady

of Fatima Club, 327 Third Street, Troy,
New York.

Dear Mary: I must confess that your let-
ter was one of the greatest jovs I have receiv-
ed in a long time. Just imagine thal in so
short a time your Club has got 418 more fam-
ilies to recite the daily Rosary. Imagine 418
Rosaries ascending lo Heaven every day in
Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Surely Our Blessed Mother must be very
pleased with you all, for such splendid work
on bhehalf of her self-chosen devoltion.

I am so pleased that your membership is
increasing. The bigger vour membershin,
the bigger and greater will be the things that
yvou can do for the Blessed Mother, and the
sooner will the Message of Fatima be brought
to the attention of more people. That is exacl-
ly what Our Blessed Molher wishes. The Mes-
sage of Fatima must be delivered to evervone,
St. Joseph's School has laken the initiative,
and leads the way. I am proud to boast about
yvou all to the other Clubs, and to many, many
others as well.

I am glad vou liked my picture. Of course
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the picture is far better looking than I really
am, I'm not such a good looking fellow, bul
every time you lake a look at me il will re-
minlg’ you to pray and pray for the success
of my work. .

I am sending some more of the colored
pictures of Our Lady of Fatima. They are
very nice, aren’t they? The verses were very
nice too. I will publish them from lime lo
lime in our magazine. I am publishing a mag-
azine all for Our Lady of Fatima herself. In
the second issue you may be sure that Saint
Joseph’s School of Troy, New York, will get
a very, very honorable mention. That will be
an edification for the other schools and
children,

Don’t forget to consult your good Sister
about Club affairs. You know that she will
give you all the best and most experienced
advice. Ask her also to say a prayer for the
success of my humble work.

Surely, I am remembering you and all
vour Club, as well as the good Sisters of Saint
Joseph’s School, in my Holy Masses and
pravers.

May God, through the intercession of His
Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Fatima, shower
down His choicest blessings on you all, is the
earnest and sincere praver of,

Sincerely yours in Our Lady of Fatima,

Rev. Joseph Cacella
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